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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS. 

The  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  at  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C  ,  will  be  closed  from  Friday  evening,  December  22, 
until  Wednesday  morning,  December  27. 


THE   ANSWERS   TO  OUR  DIARY 
QUESTIONS 

should  be  sent  in  by  home  subscribers  before  December  31.  The 
questions  appear  to  be  attractive,  and  the  results  are  likely 
to  be  of  greater  interest  than  usual.  Bach  copy  of  The  Diaby 
contains  a  coupon,  and  the  card  attached  to  it  has  spaces  for  the 
replies.    We  are  to  give  10/.  10s.  in  prizes. 


Summary. 


OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

This  falls  on  January  27,1900.  The  publisher  has  commenced 
his  preparations  for  it,  and  an  original  illuminated  cover  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers.  We  mention  that  fact  to  show  that  the 
time  is  ripe  for  giving  orders  for  circulars,  price-lists,  or  other 
insets,  which  firms  may  think  of  inserting  in  our  Winter  issue] 
The  C.  &  D.  publisher  has  printed  instructions'in  regard  to  the 
"  make-up  "  of  insets,  which  should  be  obtained.  We  may  add 
that  rough  ideas  for  insets  can  be  worked  up  by  our  artists,  if 
desired. 


Perfumed  Amulets  are  figuring  in  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  (p  1034). 

A  Bard  sings  about  the  high  philosophy  which  afflicts 
some  in  the  "  craft "  (p.  1019). 

In  "  Chbistmas  Windows  "  will  be  found  some  pictures 
appropriate  to  tbe  season  (p.  1019). 

The  Discovery  of  a  crystalline  compound  of  santalol  is 
announced  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  (p.  1023). 

The  Shareholders  of  "Camwal"  decided  on  Tuesday 
to  adopt  the  directors'  reconstructs  n  scheme  (p.  1020). 

Pharmacists  are  volunteering  for  service  in  South  Africa, 
and  the  War  Office  invites  applications  for  200  more 
(p.  1018). 

We  Print  Notes  of  a  Visit  to  the  hospital-ship 
Maine,  and  give  portraits  of  the  doctors  and  chemist 
(p.  1017). 

Mr,  Jesse  Boot  again  writes  in  regard  to  company- 
pharmacy,  and  further  expresses  his  views  about  qualified 
directors  (p.  1038). 

There  is  opportunity  for  some  diplomacy  on  the  part  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (G.B.)  in  respect  to  reciprocity 
of  qualifications  (p.  1024). 

Camphorated  Oil,  olive  oil,  and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
have  been  the  subject  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  prosecutions 
reported  this  week  (p  1034). 

Professor  Hodges  of  Belfast,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Pnarmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  named 
in  the  Act,  died  last  week  (p.  1015). 

Salicylic  Acid  and  salicylates  have  gone  up  in  price  this 
week.  Phenacetin  is  dearer,  and  quinine- makers  have  put 
\A.  an  ounce  on  the  sulphate  (p.  1041). 

Liquor  Bismuthi  has  been  at' acked  by  Messrs.  Cowley 
and  Catford,  who  produce  a  satisfactory  formula,  and  throw 
light  on  the  rationale  of  the  process  (p.  1029). 

Sir  Richard  Thorne  Thorne,  principal  medical  officer 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  a  sanitarian  of  world- 
wide fame,  died  suddenly  on  Monday  (p.  1015). 

Mr.  E  M.  Holmes  replies  to  Mr.  J.  0.  Umney's  criticism 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia-standard  for  asefetida,  and  maintains 
that  the  B.P.  quality  can  be  got  if  buyers  pay  the  price  for 
it  (p.  1037). 

Of  800  Tons  cinchona-bark  harvested  by  the  Java  Govern- 
ment during  the  quarter  ending  September,  530  were  shipped 
to  Holland  and  the  remainder  were  sent  to  the  Bandong 
quinine-factory  (p.  1041). 

Mr.  Horace  Davinpoet,  who  for  twenty-one  years  has 
been  at  the  head  of  "  Camwal,"  has  been  presented  by  the 
staff  and  employes  with  a  silver  tea-and-coffee  service  and  an 
illuminated  address  (p.  1020). 

Wholesale  Prescriptions  have  called  from  a  number 
of  West-End  chemists  a  protest,  and  this  is  backed  by  the 
Council  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union.  The  whole 
subject  is  discussed  on  p.  1025. 

Two  Patients  in  the  Manchester  Infirmary  have  been 
'  poisoned  owing  to  a  dispensing  error.    At  the  inquest  it 
transpired  that  a  dispenser  had  used  liq.  strychninas  in- 
stead of  spt.  aether,  nit.  (p.  1010). 

Mr.  John  Barclay  has  found  small  jaborandi-leaves  in 
coca-leaves.  He  reports  of  commercial  aqueous  tincture 
of  opium,  and  loss  of  ethyl  nitrate  which  the  Pharmacopoeia 
preparations  undergo  in  keeping  (p.  1030). 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  carried  West  end  chemists  with  him 
on  Wednesday  evening  in  advocating  a  definite  line  of 
Parliamentary  procedure  on  the  company-question.  Pro- 
tection of  titles  and  qualified  managers  form  his  programme 
(p.  1032). 

Liq.  Sodii  Arsenat.  and  liq.  strych.  are  incompatible. 
Mr.  Thomas  Dunlop  finds  that  this  is  owing  to  the  alkalinity 
of  the  former  liquor.  He  also,  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
North  British  branch,  expounded  his  views  on  maceiation 
tinctures  (p.  1030). 
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English  IRewe. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


British  Congress  on  Tuberculosis. 

A  meeting  of  representatives  of  medical,  veterinary,  and 
sanitary  science,  and  also  principal  officials  of  municipal  and 
county  authorities,  was  held  on  December  18  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  an  international  congress  on  tuberculosis  in  1901, 
Lord  Derby,  who  presided,  announced  that  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  consented  to  open  and  preside  over  the  congress. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  representa- 
tives of  the  various  branches  of  science  and  municipal 
authorities  were  invited  from  India  and  all  other  dependen- 
cies of  the  Empire.  A  committee  and  organising- council 
were  appointed. 

Sanitary  Inspectors'  Assooiation. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  16 
at  Oarpenters'  Hall,  when  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Lewis 
Thomas,  M.A.,  on  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899.  Mr. 
Thomas  thought  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  to  sanitary 
inspectors  under  the  new  Act  would  be  that  no  public  analyst 
could  be  dismissed  without  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  An  analyst  could  not  be  dismissed  by 
the  local  governing  bodies.  It  was  afterwards  announced 
that  Sir  John  Hutton,  L.C.O.,  had  resigned  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Association,  and  that  Sir  Hagh  Gilzean  Reid  had 
consented  to  occupy  the  position. 

Inadequate  Kemission. 

As  a  result  of  the  petition  presented  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary in  favour  of  a  reconsideration  of  the  severe  sentence 
(HOI.  and  costs,  or  two  months' imprisonment)  passed  upon 
Mr.  Thomas  Pilbrow,  Wolverhampton,  for  an  offence  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (see  0.  4'  November  11. 
page  799,  and  November  18,  page  815),  the  Governor  of 
Stafford  Goal,  where  Mr.  Pilbrow  is  confined,  has  been 
ordered  to  release  the  prisoner  ai  the  expiration  of  half  his 
term  of  imprisonment. 

Guardians'  Contracts. 

Aylsham. — Messrs.  McDjugall  Brothers,  for  carbolic  soap 
at  20s.  per  cwt.,  and  soft  soap  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

East  Ashford.~Mr.  F.  G.  Smith,  Bjughton  Aluph,  for 
carbolic  soap  at  27s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  Messrs.  Apps  Brothers, 
B.abourne,  for  arrowroot  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Beading. — Messrs.  Bralley  &  Bliss,  for  drugs. 

Walsall. — Messrs.  Elliott  &  Son,  for  single  trusses  at 
2s.  6d.  each,  double  trusses  at  2s.  9i.  each,  olive  oil  at  5s.  per 
gal.,  and  cod-liver  oil  at  6s.  per  gal.  Mr.  J.  A.  Bolshaw, 
for  arrowroot  at  4d.  per  lb.,  and  linseed  at  14s.  per  cwt. 

Appropriate  for  the  Season. 

At  the  Guildhall  on  December  16,  Frederick  Mills  was 
charged,  before  Alderman  Vaughan  Morgan,  with  stealing 
letters  from  the  letter-box  at  120  London  Wall,  addressed  to 
the  Bile  Bean  Manufacturing  Company,  and  containing 
postal  orders  for  packets  of  bile-bean.  The  Alderman: 
What  is  a  bile-bean  ?  Detective  Hunt :  It  is  for  the  cure  of 
biliousness  and  the  after-results  of  over-indulgence.  The 
Alderman :  Very  appropriate  for  this  season,  and  (sotto  voce) 
after  a  Lord  Mayor's  banquet.  (Laughter.)  There  were  a 
number  of  other  charges  against  the  prisoner,  who  was 
remanded. 

Carbolic  Fatality. 
James  Isdale,  manager  to  Messrs.  Liddell&  Co.,  cork  mer- 
chants,   Newcastle-on-Tyne,   committed    suicide   on  De- 
cember 12  by  drinking  carbolic  acid.    The  death  of  Mr. 
Liddell  had  preyed  upon  his  mind. 

A  Laudanum- taker. 
Last  week  a  German  ship's  steward,  named  Heyman 
having  quarrelled  with  his  sweetheart,  went  to  the  shop  of 
Mr.  H.  J.  Owen,  chemist,  Cadoxton,  and  bought  2  oz.  of 


laudanum.  The  man  was  known  to  Mr.  Owen,  who  described 
him  as  a  laudanum-taker  capable  of  taking  a  tablespoonful 
of  the  drug  at  a  time  without  injury.  He  appears,  however, 
to  have  taken  an  overdose  on  this  occasion  for  he  died. 

Fatal  Dispensing-error. 

An  inquest  was  opened  before  Mr.  Sidney  Smelt,  the 
Manchester  City  Coroner,  on  December  18,  touching  the 
deaths  of  John  Smith  and  William  Wharton,  two  patients  in 
the  Orumpsall  Hospital  Workhouse.  Before  taking  any 
formal  evidence,  the  Coroner  said  one  of  the  patients  in  the 
hospital  had  some  medicine  given  him,  and  immediately 
showed  peculiar  symptoms  as  of  strychnine-poisoning, 
dying  in  a  very  short  time.  A  few  minutes  afterwards 
another  patient  died  showing  like  symptoms.  The  doctor 
saw  them  both.  Other  patients  were  taken  ill,  and  the 
doctor  made  inquiries  about  the  medicine,  examined  the 
different  prescriptions,  and  found  one  ingredient  in  each  of 
the  bottles.  He  then  stopped  the  administration  of  all  the 
medicines  containing  that  ingredient,  and  it  was  ultimately 
discovered  that  instead  of  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  solution 
oE  strychnine  had  been  accidentally  substituted.  A  large 
jar,  which  should  have  contained  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
had  been  filled  with  solution  of  strychnine.  This  stock-jar 
labelled  "  Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether,"  which  held  two  or  three 
gallons,  was  supposed  to  have  been  filled  in  error  by  one  of 
the  dispensers,  and  the  jury  had  to  consider  whether  the 
dispensers  had  been  guilty  of  culpable  and  criminal 
negligence.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  intelli- 
gent action  of  the  surgeon  several  more  deaths  might  have 
occurred.  He  proposed  to  devote  a  special  day  to  the 
inquiry,  and  formal  evidence  only  was  given.  The  bodies 
were  identified,  and  the  nurses  told  of  the  illness  and  death  of 
the  deceased  men  a  short  time  after  a  dose  of  the  medicine, 
which  was  the  same  in  each  case,  had  been  administered. 

At  the  resumed  inquiry  on  December  20,  Charles  Henry 
Cross,  chief  dispenser,  said  the  stock  poison- bottles  were 
kept  in  an  unlocked  cupboard  in  the  dispensary,  the  liquor 
strychnini  having  a  special  label.  The  spirit  of  nitrous  ether 
was  kept  in  another  cupboard.  The  strychnine-bottle  was 
not  in  its  usual  place  after  the  mistake  had  been  discovered. 
He  analysed  the  whole  of  the  medicines  supplied  to  the 
poisoned  patients,  and  found  that  the  liquor  strychn-ns 
had  been  used  instead  of  nitrous  ether  as  prescribed.  He 
had  two  other  qualified  assistants  one  holding  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Ireland. 

Alexander  John  Currie,  second  dispenser,  said  he  remem- 
bered sending  for  soma  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  from  the 
stores.  It  was  sent  by  the  third  dispenser,  Fletcher  Rix, 
who  now  said  he  sent  the  spirit  from  the  stores,  but  did 
no  dispensing  on  the  fatal  day. 

Cross,  recalled,  said  he  found  the  spirit-of-nitre  bottle  in 
the  place  usually  occupied  by  the  strychnine-bottle,  and  the 
dispenser  must  have  used  the  wrong  bottle. 

Albert  T.  Woodhouse,  surgeon,  said  the  two  patients  had 
died  from  strychnine-poisoning,  two  tablespoonf uls  of  which 
contained  rather  more  than  |  gr.  of  strychnine.  There  was 
no  means  of  finding  out  which  dispenser  mixed  the  medi- 
cine. 

The  jury  added  to  their  verdict  of  accidental  death  from 
st  rychnine-poisoning  that  they  were  unable  to  fix  the  blame 
upon  any  particular  individual.  They  recommended  more 
strict  labelling  in  future,  and  the  initialling  of  all  medicines 
by  the  dispenser.  These  recommendations  the  governor  of 
the  workhouse  promised  to  carry  out. 

Not  an  Inebriate. 

At  Brentford  on  December  19,  a  young  man  was  sum- 
moned for  not  conforming  to  the  rules  of  a  certificated 
retreat  for  habitual  drunkards  at  Twickenham.  Defendant 
entered  the  house  to  be  cured  of  the  habit  of  taking  drugs, 
and  it  was  alleged  that  he  had  absented  himself  without 
leave,  and  obtained  cocaine  for  injection. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  said  he  could  find  nothing  in 
the  Habitual  Inebriates  Acts  referring  to  people  addicted  to 
the  use  of  drugs  or  narcotics. 

Mr.  Dixon  (for  the  prosecution)  argued  that  the  term 
"  inebriate  "  adopted  in  the  later  Acts  comprised  persons  who 
by  reason  of  taking  drugs  were  incapable  of  looking  after 
their  own  affairs,  and  did  not  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
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■of  the  lunacy  laws.    The  drags  produced  the  same  effect  as 
alcoholic  liquois. 

The  Chairman  said,  in  the  absence  of  any  decided  case, 
the  Bench  must  rule  that  an  injection  of  morphia  or  cosaine 
was  not  within  the  definition  of  the  Act.  In  the  certificate 
under  which  defendant  was  received  the  words  "  habitual 
drunkard  "  were  struck  out  and  "  taking  drugs  "  substituted. 
The  Bench  would  adjourn  the  hearing  sine  die.  Meanwhile 
Mr.  Dixon  could  look  up  the  case.  The  Magistrates  would 
like  some  advice,  and  they  hoped  the  attention  of  the  Home 
Office  would  be  called  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
-case. 

Fires. 

On  December  14  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  storeroom  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Baxter,  chemist,  High  Street,  Southampton, 
which  was  put  out  by  the  fire-brigade  before  much  damage 
was  done.    The  cause  is  unknown. 

A  disastrous  fire  occurred  at  Stockton  -  on  -  Tees  on 
December  17,  resulting  in  damage  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
60.000Z.  One  of  the  sufferers  was  Mr.  W.  Clarke,  chemist, 
whose  pharmacy  in  High  Street  adjoins  the  drapery 
establishment  in  which  the  outbreak  originated,  and  which 
was  totally  destroyed.  Despite  all  the  efforts  of  the  fire- 
brigade  the  flames  spread  to  Mr.  Clarke's  storerooms 
recently  erected  at  the  back  of  his  premises,  and  in  which 
were  stored  several  hundreds  of  bottles  of  spirits,  cases  and 
tins  of  paints,  collodion,  and  other  inflammable  stock. 
When  the  flames  were  finally  subdued  it  was  found  that 
JVIr.  Clarke's  shop  had  fared  badly.  The  new  back  premises 
were  destroyed,  and  the  stock  in  the  front  shop  had  all 
suffered  either  from  fire  or  water.  A  fortunate  feature  in 
connection  with  the  fire  was  that  the  underground  cellars, 
in  which  were  three  tuns  of  spirits — chiefly  whisky — 
and  a  large  number  of  barrels  of  oil,  remained  intact,  and  the 
shop  was  thus  saved  from  utter  destruction.  Three  rooms 
above  the  shop,  consisting  of  a  room  for  the  storage  of  lint 
and  surgical  goods,  a  room  reserved  for  lectures  given  to 
chemists'  assistants,  in  which  was  a  valuable  .c-rays  appa- 
ratus— which  was  luckily  saved — and  also  a  general  store- 
room, were  also  wrecked.  Mr.  Clarke's  share  in  the  damage 
is  estimated  at  between  3,000^.  and  4,000^. 

An  Assaultat-Arms. 

The  Orion  Gymnastic  Club  (many  of  whose  members  are 
connected  with  the  drug  and  produce  trade  of  Mincing 
Lane)  assisted  a  good  cause  on  December  19,  when,  in 
conjunction  with  the  4th  Vol.  Batt.  Essex  Regiment,  they 
gave  their  services  at  what  was  described  as  a  "  Grand 
Military  Assault-at- Arms,"  in  aid  of  the  wives  and  children 
of  the  men  of  the  Essex  regiment  now  at  the  front.  The 
spacious  hall  of  the  Club  was  filled  to  overflowing,  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  spectators  being  from  the  staffs  of  Mincing 
Lane  houses,  together  with  their  lady  friends.  Fourteen 
items  comprised  the  programme,  which  included  marvellous 
feats  on  the  parallel  and  horizontal  bars  by  the  Club,  while  the 
Volunteers  displayed  their  prowess  with  the  sword  and 
bayonet.  The  display  was  carried  through  without  a  hitch, 
and  was  a  success  in  every  way. 

Backed  Into. 

On  December  9  a  cart  backed  into  the  shop-front  of  Mr. 
T.  B.  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kendal,  shattering  the 
glass  and  damagiog  the  window-frames. 

Alleged  Bobberies. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  December  15,  the  four  men, 
Jones,  Parker,  Lardent,  and  Royan,  accused  of  stealing  and 
receiving  goods  belonging  to  Messrs.  Davy,  HU1J&  Son,  Yates  & 
Hicks,  wholesale  druggists,  Park  Street,  S.E.,  were  committed 
for  trial. 

Breaking  and  Entering. 

At  the  Manchester  Sessions  on  December  14.  James 
Douglas  and  Henry  Hodges  were  charged  with  breaking  and 
entering  the  premises  of  Mr.  Alfred  Jeans,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Oxford  Road,  with  intent  to  steal.  The  circum- 
stances were  recorded  in  our  issue  of  October  28,  page  693. 
Douglas  was  sentenced  tj  two  months'  imprisonment  wit^ 
jhard  labour,  and  Hodges  was  dischirged. 


By  False  Pretences. 

At  Liverpool  on  December  12,  John  Hall  (65),  described 
as  a  chemist,  was  sent  to  prison  for  twelve  months  for 
having  obtained  various  sums  of  money  from  Garston 
women  by  false  pretences  and  with  intent  to  defraud. 

Neglecting  his  Cnildren. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  December  16,  James  Law 
(30),  described  as  a  chemist,  was  sentenced  to  twenty-one 
days'  hard  labour  for  neglecting  to  maintain  his  two  children, 
whereby  they  had  become  chargeable  to  the  Guardians. 

Deaths  of  Chemists'  Assistants. 
On  December  13,  Albert  Edward  Read,  aged  18,  a  chemist's 
assistant,  lately  residing  at  Brixton,  went  into  the  bathroom 
in  his  mother's  house  to  have  a  bath.  Half-an-hour  later  the 
water  was  discovered  runnicg  from  beneath  the  door,  and  on 
its  being  burst  open  deceased  was  found  lying  in  the  bath, 
which  was  overflowing,  quite  dead.  The  gas  in  the  room 
from  the  geyser  was  overpowering,  being  turned  on  full.  At 
the  inquest  on  December  16,  a  verdict  of  accidental  death 
was  returned.  Deceased  was  for  some  time  with  Messrs.  Evans, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  and  this  year  entered  the  employment 
of  Messrs.  John  Timpson  &  Co.  (Limited),  to  assist  his 
brother,  Mr.  Lawrence  J.  Read,  their  town  representative. 
He  was  the  y  ouDgest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Read,  chemist, 
Liverpool. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Ponder's  End  last  week  on  the 
body  of  Ernest  James  Stovell  (32),  a  chemist's  assistant. 
The  evidence  showed  that  Stovell  had  not  been  seen  for  some 
days,  and  as  the  shop  where  he  was  employed — that  ot 
Messrs.  Clark  &  Sons.  South  Street,  Ponder's  End,  remained 
closed,  the  police  effected  an  entrance,  and  found  the 
deceased's  body  lying  on  the  floor,  and  near  it  a  glass 
which  contained  solution  of  strychnine.  Mr.  W.  G.  Clarke 
deposed  that  deceased  had  executed  his  duties  very  satis- 
factorily, and  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  insane  was  returned. 

Mysterious  Death  of  a  Chemist's  Widow. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Kempston,  near  Bedford,  on 
December  14,  regarding  the  death  of  Margaret  Ann  Howe 
(44)  widow  of  an  Oxford  chemist.  It  appeared  from  the 
evidence  that  deceased  had  been  residing  at  Bedford,  but 
visited  Kempston  with  two  of  her  children  on  December  13, 
and  after  trying  several  shops  succeeded  in  buying  carbolic 
acid  from  Harriet  Hurst,  a  general-store  keeper.  She  then 
went  to  the  Fox  and  Hounds  and  ordered  some  porter  for 
herself  and  ginger-ale  for  the  children.  A  short  time  after- 
wards she  was  discovered  in  great  pain,  frothing  at  the 
mouth,  and  she  died  a  few  hours  later,  medical  assistance 
being  of  no  avail.  The  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  found  in  her 
pocket  was  almost  empty,  but  there  was  do  direct  evidence 
to  show  that  she  had  taken  any  of  it;  and  as  Dr.  Butler,  the 
medical  man  who  attended  her,  was  of  opinion  that  death 
was  due  to  heaTt-failure,  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural 
causes  was  returned. 

Priory  Medicines. 

At  Shoreditch,  on  December  20,  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  held 
an  inquest  on  Edward  Miller,  who  was  found  dead  in  his  bed 
on  Sunday.  The  landlord  said  deceased  had  been  ailing  for 
some  time,  but  would  not  have  a  doctor.  A  friend  had 
induced  him  to  go  to  St.  Saviour's  Priory  to  get  cough- 
mixture. 

Dr.  Hammond,  Great  Cambridge  Street,  Hackney  Road, 
said  he  was  called  in  on  Sunday  and  found  deceased  dead, 
and  by  the  bedside  was  a  bottle  of  medicine  and  a  small  tin. 
He  considered  it  his  duty  to  call  the  Coi  oner's  attention  to 
the  practice  of  the  Priory  in  supplying  medicines  ia  this 
indiscriminate  manner.  The  medicine  contained  opium  and 
acetic  acid,  both  poisons,  which  a  chemist  or  unqualified 
medical  assistant  would  be  liable  to  prosecution  for  pre- 
scribing. 

The  Coroner's  Officer  said  he  had  seen  Sister  Florence,  the 
chief  of  the  Priory,  who  said  that  if  the  people  were  too  poor 
they  gave  the  medicine  away,  but  in  this  case  they  had 
charged  2d.  She  also  stated  that  the  prescription  had  been 
given  her  years  ago  by  the  wife  of  a  clergyman,  and  there 
had  never  been  a  complaint  before. 

The  Coroner  said  it  was  an  offence  for  unqualified  persons 
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to  sell  poisons.    He  would  lay  the  matter  before  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  a  view  of  having  this 
indiscriminate  giving  or  selling  medicines  put  a  stop  to. 
The  juryjeturred  a  verdict  of  death  fnm  natural  causes. 

|  Focd-preseivatives  j 

On  Wednesday,  Deci  ruber  20,  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  Preservatives  and  Colour irg-matters  in  Food  held  another 
sitting,  when  Dr.  Thomas  Bend  gave  evidence  as  to  the 
harmlessness  of  boric  acid,  which  he  had  given  internally 
for  many  years  in  10- gr.  doses,  chiefly  in  bladder- diseases, 
as  an  antiseptic,  and  had  never  fcund  any  ill  effects,  even 
follovsirg  its  administrate n  for  many  weeks.  He  agreed 
that  it  would  be  a  proper  thirg  to  insist  that  the  presence 
of  the  acid  should  be  notified  in  all  articles  preserved  by  it. 
He  had  given  salicylic  acid  in  the  same  doses  as  boric  acid, 
and  had  never  seen  the  slightest  ill  effects  from  it.  If  used 
as  a  preservative,  its  presence  and  quantity  should  he  stated. 
Other  evidence  having  been  given,  the  Ccmmittee  adjourned. 


3risb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  this  Association  informs  us  that  the 
annual  dance  will  be  held  at  Dublin  on  January  26,  instead 
of  December  26,  as  stated  in  last  week's  issue. 

Personal. 

Professor  0.  K.  C.  Tichborne,  Councillor  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  science  and  its  industrial  applications  in  con- 
nection with  the  Eoyal  Dublin  Society.  He  has  also  been 
elected  a  governor  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  of  Music,  gg- 

Cork  Chemicals. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cork  Town  Council  the  tenders 
for  the  annual  contracts  for  chemicals  and  disinfectants  were 
declared.  For  sanitary  requisites  and  chemicals,  the  tenders 
of  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Company,  Cork,  and  Messrs. 
Bible  Brothers,  Cork,  were  accepted.  For  other  disinfectants 
of  Irish  manufacture  the  tenders  of  the  Cork  Chemical  and 
Drug  Company,  Cork ;  Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Cork;  and  Messrs.  Mallin  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Dublin,  were  accepted.  For  paints,  oils,  glass,  &c, 
the  tenders  of  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Company,  Cork ; 
Messrs.  Bible  Brothers,  Cork ;  and  Messrs.  John  Atkins  &  Co., 
Cork,  were  accepted. 

Medicine-contract. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Killarney  Board  of  Guardians  it 
was  moved,  in  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  that  the 
medicine-contract  which  had  been  accepted,  15  per  cent,  over 
the  lowest  tender,  be  rescinded,  thereby  saving  60Z.  a  year,  on 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  would  not  allow  recoup- 
ment. An  amendment  was  proposed  that  Mr.  Crowley,  the 
former  contractor,  be  reappointed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
percentage — 35 — allowed  by  him  off  the  official  list  compared 
favourably  with  other  unions.  The  Chairman  did  not  think 
a  similar  case  existed  in  Ireland.  After  some  discussion  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  L.G.B.  for  decision. 

Sulphuric-acid  Patent. 

Judgment  in  the  case  of  Webb  v.  Kynoch  &  Co.  (e7.  <f' 
April  23, 1898),  which  was  taken  step  by  step  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  given  on  December  18.  When  the  case  was 
heard  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  judgment  was  given  for 
the  plaintiff.  In  the  Court  of  Appeal  this  decision  was 
upheld,  but  in  the  decision  just  given  in  the  House  of  Lords 
the  previous  decisions  are  reversed,  judgment  being  for  the 
defendants.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  giving  judgment,  said 
he  adopted  the  view  that  the  patentee  must  describe  and 
ascertain  his  invention  with  such  certainty  as  not  to  deter 
people  from  using  processes  that  are  old  by  purporting  to 
claim  for  them  a  monopoly. 


Labelling  Liniments. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  December  18,  at  Cork,  into  the 
circumstances  under  which  a  man  named  Eugene  O'Sullivan 
died  from  poiscnirg. 

The  wife  of  deceased  stated  that  her  husband  bad  been  in 
the  workhouse  hospital  suffering  from  weakness  of  the 
limbs,  and  left  the  union  on  Thursday.  He  subsequently 
got  medicine  at  the  dispensary.  There  was  a  white  label  on 
the  bottle.  Witness  could  not  read,  but  understood  her 
husband  was  to  take  his  medicine  three  times  a  day. 

Mary  Kiely,  who  fetched  the  medicine,  said  she  could  not 
read.  The  medicine  was  procured  in  a  lemonade-bottle 
which  bore  a  red  label.  .,„.,;, 

Dr.  M.  J.  O'Connell  said  he  prescribed  a  liniment  for 
deceased  for  rheumatism,  and  told  him  it  was  deadly 
poisonous  and  only  for  external  use. 

Mr.  W.  Lee,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Shandon  Dispensary, 
said  in  the  case  of  a  liniment  the  bottle  would  be  labelled 
in  red  "For  external  use  only,"  and  with  the  word 
"  Caution  ! "  He  also  told  persons  to  be  careful  with  ex- 
ternal remedies. 

Replying  to  questions,  witness  said  that  the  practice  in 
some  chemists'  shops  was  not  to  label  liniments  "  Poison,"  but 
he  had  often  seen  the  word  blown  on  the  bottles.  He  knew 
the  law  required  that  liniments  purchased  over  the  counter 
should  bear  the  label  "  Poison,"  but  this  was  not  required  in 
the  case  of  a  dispensary. 

A  verdict  was  returned  that  death  was  due  to  poison  taken 
in  mistake.  The  jury  further  strongly  condemned  the  negli- 
gent system  prevailing  at  Irish  dispensaries  in  cases  of 
poisonous  liniments,  and  requested  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Ireland  to  devise  better  means  of  safeguarding  the 
poor  attending  dispensaries. 


Scotcb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Chemistry  under  Difficulties. 
A  chemical  student  at  the  Andersonian  Laboratory, 
Glasgow,  writes  to  the  Glasgow  evening  papers  complaining 
of  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  buildings.  He  found 
his  bench,  amongst  others,  flooded  with  water  the  other 
morning,  and  not  only  was  the  work  of  many  days  thrown 
away,  but  several  valuable  books  were  destroyed.  The 
snow  melting  on  the  roof  had  made  its  way  down  the 
building  until  it  reached  the  chemical  laboratory.  A  new 
building,  he  suggests,  is  the  only  cure. 

County  Comradeship. 
Mr.  John  Foster,  chemist,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow,  has 
been  elected  President  of  the  Glasgow  Perthshire  Chari- 
table Society,  and 
he  succeeds  in  this 
office  many  distin- 
guished predeces- 
sors, amongst  them 
Sir  James  Camp 
bell,  of  Strath- 
cathro,  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell  -  Banner- 
man,  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  in 
the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  Society 
has  invested  funds 
amounting  to 
10,0002.,  and  does 
much  good  in  as- 
sisting Perthshire 
men  and  women,  or 
their  descendants, 
who  find  the  west- 
ern metropolis  less 
beautiful  than  their 
county's  glens."  Mr. 
Foster  presided  at 

the  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  on  Thursday,  December  21, 
and  it  promised  to  be  a  great  success. 


Mk.  JohS  Fostek. 
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jfrencb  Iftews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Concession  to  British  Tbade. — An  arrangement  has 
been  arrived  at  between  the  French  and  British  Govern- 
ments under  which  no  chaTge  will  be  made  from  January  1, 
19C0,  for  the  consular  visa  to  certificates  of  origin. 
"The  Pelletiee-Caventou  Monument. — The  subscrip- 
tions towards  defraj  ing  the  expenses  of  this  monument  are 
coming  in  slowly  but  satisfactorily,  and  the  amounts 
received  through  the  initiative  of  the  C.  %  B.  in  giving  the 
monument  the  publicity  of  its  columns  are  much  appre- 
ciated, inasmuch  as  it  assists  in  attesting  the  international 
character  of  the  homage  rendered  to  Pelletier  and  Caventou. 
The  committee  has  decided  to  place  the  following  inscrip- 
tions on  the  pedestal : — 

(1)  To  the  pharmacists  Pelletier  and  Caventou, 
Professors  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Authors  of  the  discovery  of  Quinine. 
(2)  Pelletier,  born  at  Paris,' 1788,  died  1842. 
Caventou,  born  at  St.  Omer,  1795,  died  1877. 
By  their  precious  discovery,  by  their  disinterestedness,  they 
have  merited  the  title  of  benefactors  of  humanity. 
(3)  International  subscription  1897-1900. 

(4)  This  monument  was  erected  the  ,  1900,  in  the 

presence  of  the  delegates  of  pharmacy  of  all  nations. 
It  may  be  added  that  committees  have  been  formed  at 
Amsterdam,  Brussels,  and  other  places,  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  subscriptions. 

Paris  Society  op  Pharmacy. — At  the  December 
meeting  of  this  Society  M.  Yvon  was  elected  Vice-President 
for  the  comiDg  year,  and  M.  Barille  was  nominated  the 
annual  Secretary.  Professor  Planchon,  as  last  year's  Vice- 
President,  will,  in  the  usual  course,  be  next  year's  President. 
M.  Barille  announced  that  a  proposal  is  now  before  the 
French  Parliament  for  the  translation  of  the  remains  of 
Parmentier  to  the  Pantheon  at  Paris.  He  spoke  of 
Parmentier  as  one  of  the  glories  of  French  science,  and 
the  unanimous  desire  was  expressed  by  the  Society  that 
the  proposal  should  be  carried  out.  M  Marty  presented  to 
the  meeting  the  following  three  curious  samples  of  popular 
Japanese  medicaments,  which  he  has  received  from  a  French 
surgeon  of  the  Navy  :  — 

(1)  Yu-tan  hm,  bear's  liver,  a  remedy  prepared  with  the  liver  of 
bears,  and  used  in  gastralgia  and  dyspepsia. 

(2)  Ho-tan-guan,  a  precious  medicine  consisting  of  cordial  pills 
used  for  indispositions  occasioned  by  heat  and  for  seasickness. 

(3)  Kan-ho-guan,  a  febrifuge  paste  given  as  a  treatment  in 
certain  cases  of  diarrhoea,  etc. 

M.  Marty  also  said  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  sulphate 
of  quinine,  and  mentioned  that  experiments  had  proved  to 
him  that  the  temperature  of  100°  0.  is  sufficient*  for  com- 
pletely drying  sulphate  of  quinine. 

New  Assistant  Professors  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy. — One  of  the  features  of  the  new  scholastic  year, 
which  commenced  last  month  at  this  school,  has  been  the 
official  promotion  of  a  promising  bevy  of  young  scientists  to 
the  posts  of  assistant  professors.  M.  Moureu,  the  new  assistant 
professor  of  organic  chemistry,  is  a  well-known  and  active 
member  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy.  He  was 
appointed  in  1891  Pharmacien  en  chef  des  Asiles  de  la 
Seine.  M.  Paul  Lebeau  was  M  Moissan's  preparator,  and  is 
now  assistant  professor  of  inorganic  chemistry.  M.  Confrere 
assists  Professor  Milne  Edwards  at  the  Laboratory  of 
Anatomic  Zoology  at  the  Ecole  Pratique  des  Hautes-Etudes, 
but  he  was  interne  pharmacist  at  the  Aubervilliers  Con- 
tagious-diseases Hospital  in  his  student  days.  He  was  at 
the  South  Kensington  Natural  History  Museum  a  year  or 
two  ago,  studying  some  of  the  smaller  Crustacea.  His  ap- 
pointment as  assistant  professor  of  zoology  at  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy  brings  him  once  more  into  contact  with 
his  old  speciality.  M.  Grimbert,  head  pharmacist  at  the 
Cochin  Hospital,  is  familiar  at  the  Societies  of  Pharmacy, 
Biology,  and  Therapeutics.  M.  Perrot,  who  is  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  botany  and  a  man  of  high  scientific  attainments,  is 
the  Secretary  of  the  1900  Botany  Congress.  All  these 
gentlemen  are  doctors  of  science,  and,  of  course,  pharmaciens 
de  premiere  classe.  I 


Colonial  ano  jforeion  flews. 


Duicn  East  Indian  Tariff. — The  Second  Chamber  of 
the  Dutch  Parliament  has  unanimously  adopted  a  Bill 
extending  the  import  and  export  tariff- duties  cf  Java  and 
Madura  to  the  whole  of  the  Dutch  East  Indian  Archipelago. 

The  Italian  Pharmacopoeia.— The  Italian  Ministry 
was  interpellated  recently  as  to  when  it  was  in  tended  to 
publish  a  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  Minister 
replied  that  the  Commission  had  asked  for  a  respite  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recent  discoveries  of  new  remedies. 

Proposed  Russian  Oil  Trust  — It  is  reported  from 
Amsterdam  that  a  scheme  is  being  promoted  for  a  general 
amalgamation  of  all  the  petroleum  companies  carrying  on 
operations  at  Baku.  The  object  of  the  proposed  combination 
is  the  formation  of  a  Russian  enterprise  of  the  type  of  the 
American  Standard  Oil  Trust. 

Rose-cultivation  Extending. — The  Levant  Herald 
and  Eastern  Express  says  that  with  a  view  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  industry  connected  with  the  manufacture  of 
otto  of  roses,  the  Turkish  Government  has  sent  100  000  rose- 
trees,  which  it  had  bought  in  the  province  of  Kezanlik, 
Bulgaria,  into  nearly  all  of  its  Asiatic  provinces.  These  plants 
will  be  distributed  to  agriculturists,  together  with  instruc- 
tions for  their  treatment. 

The  Biggest  "Pharmacy"  Saved. — In  the  disastrous 
fire  which  occurred  on  November  29  at  Lippincott's,  in 
Philadelphia,  the  plates  of  RemiDgton's  "  Practice  of  Phar- 
macy "  were  saved  without  injury.  A  few  of  the  plates  of 
the  "  United  States  Dispensatory  "  were  destroyed.  A  new 
issue  of  the  "  Practice  of  Pharmacy  "  will,  we  learn,  be  out 
in  a  few  weeks,  and  the  "United  States  Dispensatory  "  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  paper  having  been  ordered  for  both 
books  while  the  fire  was  still  burning. 

Apotheker  and  Dsuggist. — The  German  apotheker's 
income  from  other  sources  than  prescriptions  is  likely  to  be 
soon  smaller,  as  the  number  of  articles  "  surrendered  to  free 
traffic  " — i.e.  which  a  druggist  may  sell — is  going  to  be  in- 
creased. To  the  wording  which  at  present  exists  stating  that 
"  remedies  may  only  be  sold  in  pharmacies  "  will  be  added 
"  expedients  for  the  renweing  of  illness  both  of  persons  and 
animals  "  may  be  sold  by  others  than  a  pharmacist.  The 
meaning  of  the  word  "  remedy  "  has  led  to  a  great  many 
lawsuits  and  punishments  of  druggists  for  encroaching  upon 
the  privileges  of  an  apotheker. 

Substitution  in  the  United  States.— We  learn  from 
our  American  contemporaries  that  the  first  legal  case  arising 
from  substitution  of  one  article  for  another  in  a  prescription 
has  been  heard  in  Chicago  and  decided  against  the  sub- 
stitutor.  Messrs.  Fairchild  Brothers  &  Foster,  of  New  York, 
sought  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  Chicago  druggist  from 
substituting  a  spurious  preparation  for  Fairchild's  essetce 
of  pepsin,  and  they  brought  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
defendant  had  so  done  in  several  instances  in  which  the 
Fairchild  essence  was  mentioned  in  the  prescription.  The 
Judge  held  that  the  defendant  had  committed  the  offence, 
and  made  an  order  prohibiting  him  from  repeating  it, 
charging  him  with  the  costs  of  the  case,  which  amounted  to 
about  100Z. 

German  Postal  Cheques.— In  a  memorandum  which 
has  been  laid  before  the  Federal  Council  at  Berlin,  the 
principles  of  a  new  scheme  of  postal  cheques  are  sketched. 
In  Berlin,  Breslau,  Cologne,  Dantzic,  FraLk fort,  Hamburg, 
Hanover,  Carlsruhe,  and  Leipsig  it  is  proposed  that  postal- 
cheque  offices  are  to  be  established  at  which  anyone  may 
open  an  account  by  making  a  deposit  of  100m ,  which, 
however,  will  not  bear  any  interest.  The  holder  of  a  cheque 
account  will  be  enabled  to  have  collected  at  his  postal- 
cheque  office  all  the  deposits  made  to  his  order  at  any  office, 
and  he  can,  by  means  of  cheques,  dispose  at  any  time  of  any 
amount.  Payments  up  to  10,000m  can  be  made  in  his 
favour  at  any  post-office,  either  by  himself  or  by  any  other 
person,  on  a  special  form  where  the  name  and  number  of 
the  cheque  account  is  printed.  There  is  no  maximum  fixed 
for  the  amount  of  the  cheque  account.  Any  modification  is 
immediately  communicated  to  the  holder  of  the  account. 
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(From  our  Cave  Correspondent.)) 


"  JACKALL  Gift." — Some  excitement  was  caused  in  Wor- 
cester and  vicinity,  (J.C  ,  just  before  the  mail  left,  over  a  small 
parcel  of  poison  (Gift)  which  was  found  at  the  railroad 
station,  where  it  had  evidently  been  left  by  some  farmer 
who  had  taken'  a  little  too  much  "  dop  "  on  board.  Kumour 
that  a  parcel  containing  10  lbs.  of  strychnine  soon  got 
round,  and  the  apothecary  who  administers  to  the  wants  of 
the  physic-taking  populace  was  being  blamed  right  and  left 
for  selling  such  a  large  quantity ;  and,  like  all  such  yarns,  it 
lost  nothing  as  it  travelled.  The  Magistrate  got  wind  of  the 
sale,  and  quickly  summoned  a  posse  of  police  to  go  off  in 
hot  pursuit.  A  call  was  made  at  the  station  on  the  way, 
when  the  offending  package  came  in  for  official  attention. 
On  cutting  the  string  the  "beak"  found  lib.  of  arsenic 
which  a  Dutch  farmer  had  purchased  for  sheep-dipping  pur- 
poses. Such  a  fiasco  as  this  serves  to  bring  out  the  fact  that 
the  chemist  located  in  the  country  districts  has  not  the  con- 
trol over  the  sale  of  poisons  that  he  should  have.  A  Dutch- 
man, or  any  other  man  for  that  matter,  has  only  to  make 
application  to  his  "  poisoning  club "  to  get  as  much 
strychnine  as  he  wishes,  under  the  name  of  "  Jackall  Gift." 
Failing  at  the  club,  he  can  purchase  it  at  the  drug-store, 
and  even  at  general  stores,  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  The 
new  Pharmacy  Act  when  it  comes  into  operation  should,  if 
properly  enforced,  provide  against  this  sort  of  thing. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  CAPE  COLONY. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at  Cape  Town  on 
November  2A,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  F.  W.  C. 
Thomas,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents.  AmoDg  other  trade 
members  present  were  Mr.  James  Jones,  Mr.  Jeffrys  (J.  T. 
Pocock  &  Co.),  Messrs.  Geo.  Darroll,  Hamilton,  and 
Vogelgezang.    The  chief  topic  for  discussion  was  the 

Half-holiday  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  A.  L.  Tothill  proposed,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  seconded,  that  members  do  not  join  the  "  tradesmen  " 
in  closing  on  any  particular  day  as  arranged  for  in  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Tothill  advocated  a  half-holiday  for  all  assistants,  the 
particular  day  to  be  arranged  between  employer  and  employe. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

The  "hours  of  business"  came  in  for  some  share  of  atten- 
tion, especially  Sunday  hours.  Mr.  Tothill  said  that  on 
various  occasions  he  had  walked  up  Adderley  Street  as  late 
as  9.45  P.M  ,  and  noticed  Petersens  and  Heynes,  Mathew  & 
Co.  still  open.  He  referred  to  weekdays.  Mr.  Hamilton  (of 
Cameron  &  Hamilton)  said  that  he  had  managed  Petersen's 
pharmacy  for  nearly  three  years,  and  could,  therefore,  say 
that  this  particular  firm  closed  to  time.  He  was  aware, 
however,  of  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.  keepirig  open  later. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Mathew  (President  of  the  Society)  being  absent, 
the  latter  statement  passed  unchallenged.  In  suburban 
Cape  Town  some  shops  are  open  nearly  all  day  on  Sundays, 
and  this  is  considered  by  the  Society  as  unnecessary,  even 
from  a  business  point  of  view,  as  the  turnover  is  but  a  few 
pence.  Eventually  the  meeting  decided  to  open  and  close  on 
Sundays  as  follows  :  9  till  1,  and  from  6  to  9;  on  week-days 
the  hour  of  opening  to  be  optional ;  the  closing-time  to  be 
9.30  throughout  the  year.  Members  of  the  Society  not  pre- 
sent and  other  pharmacists  are  to  be  asked  to  close,  a  cir- 
cular letter  being  sent  to  them  for  signature. 

The  Old  Question  of  "  Cutting," 

and  prices  generally,  was  introduced  by  a  member  who  said 
he  obtained  2s.  for  a  6-oz.  mixture ;  he  thought  that  too 
little.  It  was  not  possible,  however,  to  persuade  the  Is.  6d. 
man  to  advance — result,  a  hearty  laugh.  The  word  "patents" 
when  mentioned  brought  a  frown  to  many  a  brow.  It  was 
all  the  big  firms'  fault — they  "cut."  Whether  the  wholesalers 
are  to  blame  to  the  extent  imagined  is  another  matter.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman. 


The  New  Idea,  published  by  F.  Stearns,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
describes  itself  as  "  a  pink  paper  for  pale  pill-rollers." 


Bew  H)ork  Botes. 

{By  the  Man  from  London  ) 


Joined  the  "Maine." — Mr.  Albert  Spotts,  one  of  the 
American  apothecaries  who  has  joined  the  hospital-ship 
Maine,  hails  from  Philadelphia,  and  was  prescription-clerk 
to  the  Haas  Pharmacy,  New  York  City,  one  of  the  best 
dispensing- houses  in  the  city.  Mr  Spotts  is  a  good 
pharmacist,  and  has,  besides,  considerable  medical  ex- 
perience. 

An  Antidote  for  Carbolic  Acid. — A  Brooklyn  doctor 
claims  to  have  proved  by  personal  experiments,  as  well  as  by 
treatment  of  patients,  that  alcohol  is  a  perfect  antidote  for 
carbolic- acid  poisoning.  He  says  that  in  all  cases  where 
poisoning  by  carbolic  acid  has  occurred, four  times  the  amount 
of  whisky  should  be  at  once  given,  in  case  pure  alcohol 
should  not  be  at  hand.  [This  is  an  experiment  we  would 
rather  not  trust  to. — Ed.] 

A  Long  Suit. — Seven  years  ago  Arthur  Mundt,  son  of 
Martin  Mundt,  went  into  a  drug-store  in  New  York  City  and 
asked  for  ten  grains  of  quinine.  The  drug  clerk,  through  a 
mistake,  gave  him  morphine,  which  the  young  man  took,  and 
died  after  a  few  hours.  The  father  brought  an  action  to 
recover  damages  against  the  druggist,  but  before  the  case 
was  tried  he  died.  A  brother  of  the  unfortunate  Arthur 
carried  the  action  on  as  administrator  to  his  father,  and  the 
case  will  now  be  settled. 

Plague- scare. — New  York  was  scared  somewhat  by  a 
steamer  ariiving  recently  from  Santos  with  two  cases  of 
what  was  believed  to  be  bubonic  plague  on  board.  Three 
weeks  before  the  Health  Officer's  agent  at  Santos  cabled 
that  the  plague  had  broken  out  there.  Consequently  every 
precaution  was  taken  by  the  Quarantine  officials,  the  sick 
men  being  sent  to  Swinburne  Island,  and  the  rest  of  the 
crew  to  the  detention-pavilion  at  Hoffman's  Island,  while 
the  steamer  itself  was  submitted  to  the  steam-disinfection 
process. 

Soda-fountains. — I  notice  Messrs.  Mathews  &  Co.,  of 
New  York,  are  introducing  their  soda-fountains  to  the  English 
trade  through  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist.  I  have  no 
doubt  a  soda-fountain  is  more  or  less  of  a  mystery  to  most 
druggists  at  home,  though  in  New  York  a  drug-store  is  not 
considered  properly  fitted  without  a  soda-fountain,  the  best 
dispensing  firms,  who  would  scorn  even  in  these  times  to 
sell  patent  medicines  at  a  cut  rate,  making  a  prominent- 
feature  of  this  money-making  side-line.  Speaking  from  per- 
sonal experience,  I  can  recommend  the  soda-fountain  as  a 
good  investment.  There  is  nothing  very  peculiarly  foreign 
to  learn  about  the  business  ;  any  youth  can  make  the  flavour- 
ing syrups  and  attend  to  the  fountain  general!}'.  At  seaside 
resorts  like  Brighton,  Margate,  kc  ,  the  fountain  should  have 
a  great  run  through  the  best  part  of  the  year.  I  have  been 
at  Brighton  when  a  long  cool  drink  from  the  soda-fountain 
would  have  been  very  acceptable.  The  fountain  brings 
people  into  the  store,  and  is  an  excellent  advertisement, 
besides  being  very  profitable. 

The  Molineux  Poisoning-case  — In  connection  with 
this  case,  which  is  rousing  considerable  interest  in  New 
York,  Messrs.  Kutnow  Brothers  (Limited),  manufacturers  of 
Kutnow's  powder,  threaten  libel  suits  against  various  New 
York  papers.  A  young  man  named  Roland  Molineux  is 
charged  with  poisoning  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Adams,  by  sending 
to  her  a  bottle  labelled  as  containing  a  well-known  pro- 
prietary article,  but  which  really  was  filled  with  cyanide 
of  potassium.  In  the  police- investigation  of  the  case  it 
came  out  that  a  bottle  of  Kutnow's  powder  was  found  in 
the  room  of  Harry  Barnett,  who  died  mysteriously  a  month 
or  so  previous  to  the  Adams  case,  and  who  was  in  some  way 
connected  with  Molineux.  The  yellow  journals  thereupon 
bought  bottles  of  Kutnow's  powder  and  had  pictures  made 
of  them,  calling  them  facsimiles  of  the  powder-bottle 
containing  the  poison  administered  to  Mrs.  Adams.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  bottle  of  Kutnow's  powder  found  in 
Barnett's  room  had  been  unopened,  and  was  in  no  way 
connected  with  Barnett's  death.  The  trial  of  Molineux 
commenced  at  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  on  December  4, 
an  enormous  crowd  besieging  the  courthouse. 
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Det— Patebson.— At  Edinburgh,  on  December  14,  by 
the  Eev.  Andrew  Keay,  Alexander  John  Dey,  chemist,  to 
Isabella  Scott,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew  Paterson, 
Edinburgh. 

Newbeby — Canton— On  December  16,  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Mortlake,  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Furneaux,  Rural  Dean, 
Ernest  Arthur  Newbery,  M.R.C.S.  England,  dental  surgeon, 
of  2  Victoria  Place,  Eastbourne,  son  of  Arthur  Le  Blanc 
Newbery,  Elmhurst,  Barnet,  Herts,  and  27  and  28  Charter- 
house Square,  EC,  to  Florence  Fanny,  daughter  of  Charles 
Barry  Canton,  5  Royal  Parade,  Kew  Gardens,  and  the 
London  and  County  Bank,  Richmond,  Surrey. 


Thobne.— Sir  Richard  Thorne  Thorne,  K.C.B.,  F.RS., 
M.D.,  D.Sc,  LL.D.,  principal  medical  officer  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  died  suddenly  on  December  18  Sir 
Richard  attended  the  recent  meeting  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  on  which  he  was  a  Crownjrepresentative,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  proceedings,  especially  in  deprecating 
interference  with  dispensing  in  doctors'  surgeries.  He  had 
long  suffered  from  varicose  veins,  and  was  resting  with  the 
view  to  relieving  the  pressure,  when  on  Monday  a  blood- clot 
got  into  the  circulation,  and  he'quickly  succumbed.  Sir 

Richard  was  the  son  of 
a  Leamington  banker, 
and  was  born  at  Leam- 
ington on  October  13, 
1841.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Mill  Hill  Gram- 
mar School  and  in 
Paris,  his  medical 
studies  being  pursued 
at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  London.  He 
graduated  M.B.  London 
in  1866  (double  first- 
class ),  having  previously 
qualified  as  M  R  C.S. 
and  L.R  CP.,  and  he 
was  elected  F.R.C.P.  in 
1875.  After  holding 
some  hospital-  appoint- 
ments in  London  he 
about  1870  got  one  of 
the  staff- positions  in 
the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Privy  Council  (now  attached  to  the  Local 
Government  Board).  In  1885  his  knowledge  of  French  led 
to  his  selection  as  delegate  of  the  British  Government  at  the 
International  Sanitary  Conference  in  Rome,  and  work  of  this 
character  brought  him  quickly  to  the  front,  so  that  when 
Sir  George  Buchanan,  the  head  of  the  department,  retired  a 
few  years  ago,  Sir  Richard  (who  got  his  K  O.B.  in  1897)  was 
appointed  his  successor.  His  administration  had  been  un- 
eventful, because  he  had  devoted  himself  to  the  organisation 
of  schemes  for  the  prevention  of  epidemic  diseases,  especially 
these  which  are  imported  ;  and,  while  the  country  has  un- 
questionably benefited  by  his  great  administrative  ability,  it 
has  not  felt  to  whom  it  chiefly  owed  immunity. 

Watson.  —  At  Willowbank  House,  Kersal  Dale,  Man- 
chester, on  December  15,  Mr.  David  Watson,  D  Sc.,  F.C.S., 
chemist  to  the  Broughton  Copper-works,  Salford,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Manchester  section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry.    Aged  53. 

Hodges. — Dr.  John  Frederick  Hodges,  M.D ,  ooe  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
named  in  the  1875  Act,  died  in  Belfast  on  December  13.  Aged 
84  years.  He  was  professor  of  agriculture  and  medical  juris- 
prudence in  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  and  was  one  of  the 
old  school  of  medical  chemists.    He  became  an  L.A.H.  in 


1838,  having  previously  taken  the  Glasgow  Faculty  diploma, 
and  then  went  to  Giessen,  where  he  graduated  M.D.  There 
his  studies  under  Liebig 
naturally  diverted  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  chemistry, 
and  his  earliest  publications 
were  in  chemical  literature. 
He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of 
the  Chemical  Society  on 
April  15,  1844,  and  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members,  others 
living  who  were  elected  before 
him  being  Dr.  Francis 
Williams,  elected  November  7, 
1842,  Mr.  William  B.  Randall, 
pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Southampton,  elected  April 
18,  1843,  and  Sir  Douglas 
Maclagan,  M.D.,  Edinburgh, 
elected    January   15,  1844 

Professor  Hodges  was  also  a  member  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  and  of  many 
other  bodies,  including  the  German  Apotheker  Verein.  •  Our 
portrait  of  Professor  Hodges  represeLts  him  when  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council.  At  the 
morning  service  on  Sunday  last  in  All  Souls'  Church,  Belfast, 
the  Rev.  E.  I.  Fripp  made  reference  to  the  death  of 'Pro- 
fessor Hodges,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  servicejthe 
Dead  March  in  "  Saul "  was  played  on  the  organ.  [Our 
portrait  shows  Dr.  Hodges  as  he  was  when  on  the  Irish 
Council.    We  shall  give  a  more  recent  one  next  week.]  , 

Wilkinson. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia 
records  the  death,  at  the  age  of  75,  of  Mr.  Thos.  M.  Wilkinson, 
one  of  the  leading  chemists  of  Dunedin  (N.Z.).  He  was  an 
Englishman,  and  after  apprenticeship  to  a  surgeon  he  went  to 
Dinneford  &  Co 's,  London,  and  subsequently  to  Bewley, 
Evans  &  Co.'s,  Dublin.    In  1858  he  went  to  Melbourne,  and 


entered  the  employment  of  H.  &  E.  Youngman.  Three 
years  later  he  went  to  Dunedin,  and  purchased  one  of  the 
pharmacies  in  the  city — that  of  Mr.  A.  Wilson — and  carried 
it  on  successfully  until  his  death,  having  latterly  had 
associated  with  him  his  only  son.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  a 
member  of  and  President  of  the  New  Zealand  Pharmacy 
Board  for  some  years. 

Michigan  Univebsiiy.— The  department  of  phaimacog 
nosy  of  this  university  are  going  to  grow  the  plants  required 
for  research  work.  Several  acres  of  ground  will  be  planted, 
and  the  cultivation  be  conducted  on  a  large  scale.  The 
plan  is  the  outcome  of  the  botanical  gardens  which  were 
established  three  years  ago. 
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Mr  P.  Gebald  Sanfobd,  F.I.C.,  20  Callum  Street,  B.C., 
ha3  been  appointed  analyst  for  Penzance.  . 

Mb.  H  Kelp,  assistant  dispenser  at  the  Evelina  Hospital, 
has  been  appointed  dispenser  to  St.  Saviour's  Poor-law 
Infirmary,  East  Dulwich  Grove. 

De.  Nestoe  Tieaed,  the  Sacretary  to  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of 
Medicine  at  King's  College,  London. 

Miss  Maey  Aeiel  Stewabt,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Stewart, 
chemist,  Cheltenham,  has  now  added  to  her  medical 
qualifications  that  of  Bachelor  of  Surgery  of  the  London 
University. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Sewaed,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  Fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge  University,  lecturer  in  botany,  and  a 
former  examiner  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  has  been 
elected  a  senior  Fellow  and  tutor  in  natural  science  at 
Emmanuel  College. 

The  Chinese  Minister  has  continued  his  inspection  of 
British  industries  during  the  past  week,  visiting  on  Decem- 
ber 15  the  works  of  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  and 
the  soap-works  of  William  Gossage  &  Co  ,  at  Widnes,  and  on 
December  18,  Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.'s,  and  other 
factories  in  Leeds. 

Aldebman  T.  Scott  Fosteb,  J.P.,  who  was  Mayor  of 
Portsmouth  when  the  British  Medical  Association  met  there 
this  year,  was  on  December  15  entertained  by  the  medical 
men  of  the  borough,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Ward 
Cousins,  and  presented  with  a  silver  loving-cup  in  apprecia- 
tion of  his  kindness  and  hospitality,  and  a  bracelet  set  with 
diamonds  for  Mrs.  Scott  Foster.  Dr.  Ward  Cousins  spoke 
in  warm  terms  of  the  ex- Mayor's  hospitality  to  the  Associa- 
tion. We  may  add  that  Mr.  Scott  Foster  was  formerly  in 
business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Landport,  and  is  now 
a  successful  dentist  in  Portsmouth. 

Mb.  H.  S.  Wellcome  has  given  us  another  example  of  his 
artistic  skill  in  a  medicine- chest  which  he  has  designed  for 
and  presented  to  the  American  ladies'  hospital-ship  Maine. 
The  chest  is  made  of  oak  covered  with  Carthaginian  co  x- 


hide,  and  the  leather  is  the  part  upon  which  Mr.  Wellcome's 
designs  have  been  carried  out.  The  following  is  a  description 
of  the  tooling: — 

On  the  top  panel  appear  the  Union  Jack  and  Stars  and  Stripes 
entwined,  portraits  of  George  Washington,  Queen  Victoria,  and 
President  McKinley,  and  representations  of  the  American  Eagle 
and  British  Lion.  The  front  panel  bears  portraits  of  Lady 
Randolph  Churchill,  Mrs.  Ronalds,  and  Mrs.  Blow  (of  the 
Hospital-ship  Committee) ;  a  picture  of  the  ship  itself ;  a  scene 
representing  the  British  Lion  wounded  by  an  arrow  (which  hes 
broken  at  his  side)  being  administered  to  by  Britannia  and 
Columbia.  A  frieze  is  formed  by  a  representation  of  American- 
Indian  Wampum,  also  upon  it  are  depicted  Brother  Jonathan 
and  John  Bull  grasping  hands.  The  panel  at  each  end  of  the 
chest  represents  Britannia  and  Columbia  supporting  a  banner 
bearing  the  Red  Cross,  and  on  the  panel  at  the  back  the  British 
regular  and  Colonial  Lancers,  and  a  Highland  brigade  are  shown 
charging  a  Boer  force. 

We  noticed  Keble's  line—"  No  distance  breaks  the  tie  of 
blood,"iand  Bayard's  phrase — "  0  ir  kin  across  the  sea,"  in- 
scribed on  the  chest.    In  addijixi  to  this  chest  a  smaller 


one  for  each  ward  has  been  presentfd  to  the  Maine,  and,  as 
mentioned  under  "  War  Notes,"  Mr.  Wellcome  completely 
equipped  the  dispensary  of  the  ship. 

Mb.  A.  Ebeelin,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nottingham 
Chemists'  Association,  replying  to  Mr.  Boot's  complaint  (see 
C.  ID.  December  16,  page  988)  about  debarring  the 
assistants  of  Boots  (Limi'ed)  from  participation  in  the 
advantages  of  pharmaceutical  education,  points  out  that  the 
Association  only  admits  as  "associates"  the  employes  of 
duly  qualified  chemists  or  medical  practitioners.  The  Asso- 
ciation naturally  arranged  with  the  University  College  for 
the  advantage  to  apply  to  their  associates  only,  and  Mr. 
Boot  had  the  remedy  entirely  in  his  own  hands  by  quali- 
fying as  a  chemist.  The  rule  as  to  "  associates  "  had  been 
in  force  since  1870  long  before  drug-companies  came  into 
existence.  Mr.  Boot  has  replied  to  this  letter,  pointing  out 
that  it  does  not  controvert  his  assertion. 

Amongst  the  Christmas  cards  which  we  have  received  is 
one  from  Mr.  Valentine  Norman,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Godalming,  in  which  is  inserted  a  group-photograph  of  his 


triplets,  now  8  years  old.  Mr.  Norman  thinks  they  are  the 
only  triplets  in  connection  with  the  drug-trade;  but  if 
they  are  not,  and  there  is  another  group  that  can  beat  this 
one  in  healthy  appearance  and  bright  intelligence,  we  shall 
be  otily  too  pleased  to  receive  a  photograph  of  it. 

"  Aegon,"  that  is  Lord  Rayleigh,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  otherwise 
John  William  Strutt,  figures  in  Vanity  Fair  gallery  this 
week.  The  portrait  is  like  him.  "  Jecu  Junior"  tells  us 
that  Lord  Rayleigh  left  Trinity,  Cambridge,  as  Senior 
Wrangler  and  First  Smith's  Prizeman.  He  is,  or  has  been,  a 
Professor  in  all  sorts  of  places  ;  he  is  an  honorary  member  of 
countless  foreign  societies ;  and  he  is  even  Adviser  to  that 
very  conservative  body,  the  Trinity  House.  For  he  is  the 
great  scientist  who  discovered  Argon — in  the  air ;  thereby 
exploding  the  views  of  all  the  noble  army  of  chemists  who 
had  sworn  that  our  air  was  only  nitrogen  and  oxygen 
diluted  with  a  few  impurities.  He  has  also  written  books 
— dull  learned  books  mostly — on  "  Sound,"  "  Heat,"  and 
such-like  matters  of  Physics  :  which  are  standard  books  ;  for 
he  is  a  great  authority  who  has  long  since  put  his  own  name 
in  the  front  rank  of  Science.  He  is  indeed  a  very  great 
chemist  who  has  done  much  for  the  Royal  Society;  and  he 
is  so  earnest  that  his  un  aesthetic  home  of  white  brick  in  the 
wilds  of  Essex  is  a  glorified  laboratory.  He  runs  a  milk- walk 
in  London,  but  for  all  that  he  is  an  honest  industrious  fellow, 
and  a  good  Lord-Lieutenant  [of  Essex]  as  times  go.  Though 
he  is  generally  brewing  a  vile  odour,  he  is  really  a  great 
man.  He  married  a  sister  of  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour.  It  strikes 
us  that  J.  J.  is  not  so  well  posted  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tinguished physicist  as  he  might  be. 


The  production  of  phosphorus  has  recommenced  in  Spain 
after  a  stoppage  of  some  years,  and  in  December  last 
1,000  kilos,  were  exported.  The  only  works  are  in  the 
province  of  Caceres,  where,  although  many  claims  have  been 
taken  up,  but  little  work  has  been  carried  on. 
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Mar  motes. 


Mb.   Alfred  Charles   PEE3TON,  of  Messrs.  Thomas 

Hodgkinson,  Preston  &  King, 
has,  as  Major  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets  Rifle  Brigade, 
volunteered  for  service  in 
South  Africa  with  his  own 
regiment  or  any  regiment 
which  the  War  Office  may 
attach  him  to.  His  eldest 
son,  Mr.  Ronald  Holt  Pres- 
ton, who,  as  a  studerjt  of 
St  Mary's  Hospital,  is  a 
lance-corporal  in  the  Volun- 
teer Medical  StafE  Corps,  has 
also  volunteered. 

Ambulance  -  men.  —  A 
young  gentleman  in  Enfield, 
who  is  attached  to  a  Volun- 
teer ambulance  -  corps, 
offered  his  services  to  the 
War  Office  on  Saturday, 
December  9.  He  received 
a  reply  on  December  11  to 
the  effect  that  if  he  could  get  nine  more  to  go  with  him 
they  would  take  his  offer.  He  had  the  nine  before  the  end 
of  the  day,  and  the  ten  sailed  for  the  Cape  on  Saturday, 
December  16 — We  hear  that  Mr.  Tweedie,  one  of  the  dis- 
pansers  at  Si.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  has  gone  to  South 
Africa  as  a  volunteer  for  medical  service. — We  have  had 
some  inquiries  in  regard  to  volunteer  service  in  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps,  either  in  South  Africa  or  at  home,  and 
it  will,  therefore,  be  useful  to  state  that  applications  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Army  Medical  Department,  18  Victoria 
Street,  London,  S.W.    (See  also  next  page). 

"  Under  Two  Flag1." — This  was  the  phrase,  reminiscent 
of  "Oaida,"  which  the   Duke  of  Connaught  used  la^t 


Mr.  Alfred  Charles  Preston. 


Dr.  Rodman.    Major  Cabell.    Dr.  Dodge.    Dr.  Weber. 


Saturday  afternoon  when  he  presented  the  hospital-ship 
Maine  with  a  Union  Jaok  from  the  Qaeen  (it  had  the  Geneva 


red  cross  in  the  centre),  and  soon  the  flag  floated  from  one 
mast  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  from  another — "The  fir=t 
occasion  that  that  has  happened  in  history,"  added  the 
Duke.  American  citizens  in  London  have,  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  their  women-folk,  done  well  towards  their  kin,  led 
by  Lady  Randolph  Churchill,  haviog  equipped  an  Atlantic 
transport  liner  as  a  hospital-ship  to  go  out  to  South  Africa 
for  our  wounded  soldiers,  bring  them  home,  and  go  back 
again  and  again  until  the  war  is  over.  After  the  ceremony 
we  had  a  walk  through  the  wards  with  one  of  the  surgeons. 
There  is  accommodation  in  the  wards  for  218  patients,  but 
about  forty  beds  can  be  added.  The  officers'  wards  are 
situated  aft,  and  in  equipment  they  are  scarcely  distinguish- 
able from  those  for  the  rank-and-file.  They  are  bright 
and  airy,  and  everything  appears  to  have  been  done  in 
them  which  will  give  comfort  to  sick  soldiers  and  make 
i  heir  journey  over-sea  pleasant.  For  example,  the  gang- 
ways between  the  rows  of  beds  are  covered  with  corrugated 
indiarubber  matting.  The  chief  of  the  Medical  Staff  is 
Surgeon-Major  Cabell,  who  has  but  recently  returned  Irom 
Manila,  and  has  retired  from  the  U.S.  Army.  Under  him 
are  Drs.  G.  E.  Dodge  and  H.  H.  RodmaD,  of  New  York, 
C.  H.  Weber,  of  Philadelphia,  and  T.  W.  Hastings,  who  have 
volunteered  for  the  service.  They  have  a  staff  of  male  and 
female  nurses  under  them,  all  of  whom  have  graduated  in 
this  department  of  service,  and  all  are  American — even  the 
dispensers  are  American  citizens,  who  have  come  over  to 
share  in  this  tribute  of  kinship.  Mr.  Albert  Spotts,  the  chief 
dispenser,  is  an  1896 
graduate  of  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of 
Pharmacy  ;  and  bk 
assistant,  Mr.  Haigh, 
who  comes  of  a  York- 
shire family,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  New 
York  College.  Mr. 
Spotts  has  his  head- 
quarters several  flights 
of  stairs  down  from  the 
upper  deck.  We  cannot 
say  much  about  it 
this  week,  for  it  was 
still  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  workman  when 
we  were  there,  but  it 
promises  to  be  a  very 
compact  little  dis- 
pensary. The  medica- 
tions are  adapted  to 
its  capacity.  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome 

&  Co.  have  been  liberal  in  their  gifts  of  medicines  of  all 
kinds,  having  offered  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  medical 
equipment  (which  we  understand  the  committee  accepted), 
including  the  medicine  -  chests,  referred  to  separately. 
They  have  filled  up  the  dispensary  according  to  government 
regulations  for  hospital  ships. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  through  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk,  their 
European  manager,  have  given  fluid  extracts,  tinctures,  and 
other  drug- supplies,  as  well  as  a  bountiful  supply  of  Mosquera 
beef  products,  while  they  have  also  arranged  for  the  supplies 
of  surgical  instruments,  most  of  which,  by  the  way,  come 
from  Messrs.  S  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson.  In  the  operating- 
room  there  is  a  splendid  operating-table,  with  which  the 
surgeons  seemed  to  be  delighted — this  is  lent  by  Messrs. 
Maw — and  there  is  an  exceptionally  good  radiograph  equip- 
ment and  other  accessories  to  military  surgery.  Naturally 
public  attention  is  chiefly  attracted  to  these  details,  but  it 
may  fairly  be  claimed  that  the  pharmacists  on  board  will 
have  important  work  to  do.  Mr.  Spotts  comes  to  his  work 
with  excellent  experience.  He  wai  for  a  time  with  Evans, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  more  recently  has  been  in  a  New  York 
Fifth  Avenue  pharmacy,  while  he  is  also  familar  with  the 
duties  which  will  fall  to  him  duriog  the  next  six  months 
through  Volunteer  apothecary  service  in  the  United  States. 
We  hope  to  have  the  opportunity  of  giving  Mr.  Spotts's 
experience  on  board  the  Maine  later  on,  as  he  has  promised 
to  make  jottings  for  us  as  he  goes  along.  He  is  a  quiet, 
observant  American  gentleman,  and  has  an  excellent 
assittant  in  Mr.  Haigh.    They  have,  like  all  the  Medical 
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Staff,  given  themselves  to  this  work  more  for  the  love  of  the 
thing  than  for  the  reward  attached  to  it,  and  that  is  a  good 
reason  why  we  in  British  pharmacy  should  make  this 
acknowledgment  of  the  service  they  are  to  do  to  our  crippled 
fellow-countrymen.  There  is  scarcely  an  American  citizen 
in  London  who  has  not  been  working  hard  to  equip  the  ship, 
including  most  of  those  connected  with  the  drug  trade. 
Amongst  those  who  supported  Lady  Randolph  Churchill  in 
her  reception  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Conuaught  and 
the  Marchioness  of  Lome  were  Mrs.  John  Morgan  Richards, 
Mrs.  Van  Dazer,  and  Mrs.  Mattox.  Although  the  Duke 
spoke  of  himself  as  an  English  soldier,  he  did  not  refuse  to 
accept  the  Canadian  emblem  of  peace— a  gold  maple-leaf — 
which  Mrs.  Richards  offered  to  him  on  behalf  of  Miss  Mattie 
Fulford,  the  daughter  of  Mr  George  T.  Fulford,  the  President 
of  the  Williams  Medicine  Company. 

Second  Lieut.  T.  William  Whiffen,  of  the  1st 
Battalion  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  was  severely  wounded 
at  the  recent  battle  on  the  Tugela.  Lieut.  Whiffen  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Whiffen  and  grandson  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Whiffen,  the  well-known  quinine-manufacturers,  of  Battersea. 
No  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of  his  wound  are  to  hand, 
but  the  War  Office  has  been  requested  to  telegraph  for 
further  particulars,  which  may  be  expected  by  Friday.  A 
portrait  of  Lieut.  Whiffen  is  to  appear  in  Blaclt  and  White 
this  week. 

"The  Background  of  Battle"  is  the  subject  of  a 
poem  written  by  Mr.  Rjbert  Kirkness,  chemist,  Paignton, 
and  used  on  the  front  page  of  a  circular  on  which  he  adver- 
tises some  specialities.    One  of  the  best  verses  is — 

Thus  we  who  are  here,  safe,  with  nothing  to  fear, 

Have  a  work  and  a  duty  to  do ; 
We  must  help  with  a  will,  all  the  poor  and  the  ill 

Who  belong  to  our  lads  brave  and  true. 

Mr.  Kirkness  intimates  that  Id.  of  the  money  paid  for  any 
of  the  medicines,  &c,  listed  on  the  sheet  will  be  devoted  to 
the  Relief  Fund. 

A  Chemist's  Experiences. — In  the  Natal  Mercury  of 
November  16  there  is  an  interesting  story  of  the  capture  of 
Dundee  told  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Ritson,  a  young  chemist  who  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  Loewentein  &  Co.,  of  Johannesburg, 
and  was  afterwards  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Shapiro  &  Ritson, 
of  Bree  Street,  Johannesburg,  which  dissolved  about  a  year 
ago.  Shapiro  is  now  in  the  Boer  ambulance  corps,  and 
Ritson  was  in  Dundee  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Boers.  He 
states  that  after  the  looting  of  the  town  by  the  Boers  on 
October  24,  about  seventy  of  the  British  wounded  were  taken 
to  Pretoria,  while  about  eighty-five  were  removed  to  Lady- 
smith.  On  November  3  all  the  inhabitants  of  Dundee  were 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Pretoria,  and  Mr.  Ritson  saw  them 
entrained  and  afterwards  left  with  the  wounded.  Most  of 
the  inhabitants  were  transported  to  Pretoria  as  prisoners, 
and  Mr.  Ritson  heard  that  when  they  arrived  there  the  order 
was  found  to  be  a  mistake  and  the  people  were  ordered  back 
-  -it  was  believed  to  Ladysmith— under  a  flag  of  truce.  In  the 
Boer  camp  Mr.  Ritson  was  very  kindly  treated.  Mr.  Ritson 
and  a  Dr.  Mate  desired  to  proceed  to  Maritzburg,  but  were 
advised  not  to  venture  to  Ladysmith  lest  they  should 
not  be  able  to  get  through  the  Boer  lines,  and  General 
Joubert  gave  them  a  pass  to  Pretoria,  where  they  got  free 
tickets  to  Delagoa  Bay. 

Dispensers  Wanted. — An  official  notification  has  been 
issued  by  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  to  the  effect  that 
compounders  of  medicine  are  urgentiy  required  for  service  in 
South  Africa.  Candidates,  who  must  be  between  twenty-one 
and  thirty-five  years  of  age,  must  hold  the  minor  certificate, 
or  have  been  practically  employed  in  dispensing  medicine  for 
three  years,  and  should  have  a  ceitificate  of  character  from 
the  last  employer.  They  will  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  the 
war.  They  will  receive  3s.  6d.  per  day,  free  lations,  kit,  and 
passage  to  and  from  South  Africa,  and  a  gratuity  of  two 
months'  pay  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  as  well  as  any 
general  gratuity  which  may  be  granted  the  troops. 


What  we  are  coming  to. — Customer:  "Have  you  any 
oleum  lini  1 "  Storekeeper  (with  dignity) :  "  No  I  nowadays 
so  many  new  medicines  are  invented  that  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  them  all !  " 


Scientific  progress. 

The  Titration  of  Alkaloids.— M.  E.  Fali'eres  (Comptes 
Sendus,  July  10,  1899),  with  a  view  to  eliminating  the  usual 
personal  error  inseparable  from  the  use  of  the  ordinary  indicators 
in  the  titration  of  alkaloidal  solutions  with  acids,  proposes  the 
following  end-reaction,  which  he  claims  to  be  exceedingly 
accurate.  It  is,  he  says,  capable  of  use  with  all  alkaloids.  A 
solution  of  ammoniacal  copper  oxide  (prepared  by  dissolving 
10  grammes  of  copper  sulphate  in  about  500  c.c.  of  water,  adding 
ammonia  solution  until  the  precipitate  is  redissolved,  and  making 
up  to  1  litre)  is  used.  With  this  the  end-point  is  indicated  by 
the  appearance  of  a  precipitate  of  copper  oxide  which  renders  the 
solution  very  turbid.  The  method  of  operating  suggested  by  the 
author  is  as  follows : — Twenty  cubic  centimetres  of  decinormal 
sulphuric  acid  is  added  to  the  alkaloidal  solution  (which  should 
not  contain  more  than  0'1  gramme),  the  vessel  is  then  placed 
upon  a  black  surface,  and  ammoniacal  solution  is  run  in  until 
a  persistent  turbidity  is  produced.  The  amount  of  copper 
solution  used  is  proportional  to  the  free  acid  present,  and  thus, 
when  the  copper  solution  is  once  standardised,  the  amount  com- 
bined with  the  alkaloid  can  at  once  be  calculated.  According  to 
Falicres,  this  method  can  be  used  in  such  estimations  as  the 
total  alkaloids  of  cinchona,  as  the  colour  of  the  extract  makes  no 
difference  to  the  immediate  appreciation  of  the  end-reaction. 

Tbe  Solanaceous  Alkaloids. — An  interesting  paper  on 
some  of  the  alkaloids  of  the  Solanacece  appear  in  the  Annalen 
(1899,  309,  75)  by  Hesse,  who  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  chief 
authorities  on  the  subject.  The  most  interesting  points  of  the 
paper  are  as  follows : — Absolutely  pure  atropine  is  optically  in- 
active. Commercial  atropine,  although  8t  first  slightly  optically 
active,  after  being  kept  for  some  time  becomes  quite  inactive. 
The  activity  of  the  commercial  sulphate  is  due  to  the  presence  of 
hyoscyamine  sulphate,  and  this  activity  does  not  disappear  on 
keeping  the  salt.  Atropine,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  some 
hyoscyamine,  in  the  form  of  its  gold  salt,  becomes  more  or  less 
converted  into  hyoscyamine  on  keeping.  Whilst  hyoscyamine  sul- 
phate does  not  undergo  any  alteration  in  optical  activity  by  keeping, 
the  free  base  has  been  observed  to  alter  by  2°  after  keeping 
for  two  years.  The  base  hyoscine  undergoes  no  alteratin  by  pre- 
cipitating it  from  its  salts  with  alkaline  carbonate,  and  then  ex- 
tracting with  ether.  By  atrocine  the  author  understands  an 
alkaloid  which  he  first  discovered  in  commercial  scopolamine 
hydrobromide,  and  afterwards  extracted  from  the  root  of 
Scopolia,  atropoides.  Crystalline  anhydrous  atroscine  melts  at 
82°  to  83°,  and  has  the  composition  C17H.i]N04.  By  the  action 
of  dilute  alkalies,  atrocine  yields  oscine  and  atropic  acid.  Atro- 
cine and  inactive  scopolamine  are  identical.  Hyoscyamine  and 
atropine,  yielding  tropine  and  atropic  acid  on  decomposition,  are 
perfectly  analogous  to  hyoscine  and  atroscine,  which  yield  oscine 
and  atropic  acid.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  than  that  these 
views  are  not  those  of  all  workers  on  this  group  of  bodies. 

Aloes  Reactions. — Henberger  has  revised  the  various 
reactions  for  aloes  which  are  in  use,  and  communicates  the  results 
to  the  Swiss  pharmaceutical  weekly,  the  Apotkekcr  Zeituvg  re- 
printing the  note  (A  Z.,  No.  97,  735).  Tlr's  result  shows  that  the 
different  kinds  of  aloes  can  be  identified  by  one  of  three 
reactions : — (1)  Halogenide  ;  (2)  cyanogen  ;  and  (3)  BorntragerV 
or  the  ammonia  reaction.  The  solution  of  aloes  employed  is 
made  by  boiling  0'5  gramme  of  the  sample  in  50  c.c.  of  water, 
filtering,  and  diluting  the  filtrate  to  500  c.c.  with  water.  The  first 
reaction  is  done  by  adding  to  10  c.c.  of  the  solution  1  c.c.  of  copper- 
sulphate  solution  (1  :  20),  then  h  to  1  c.c.  sodium-chloride  solution 
(1:3),  and  1  to  2  c.c.  of  alcohol,  slightly  warming  the  mixture.  The 
cyanogen  reaction  the  same  quantities  of  aloes  and  copper- sulphate 
solution  are  used,  and  1  c.c.  of  cherry  laurel  water  added.  The 
following  results  were  obtained  with  authentic  samples  of  aloes : — 

Halogenide  Cyanogen 

Curacoa       ...       )  *f  in  the,cold'  dark  Intense  rose 
Barbados      ...  cherry-red  on  warm-  yMet 


Mocha  

Uganda 

Socotrine,  liquid 
Socotrine,  solid 
Zanzibar 
Cape,  new 

Cape,  old 
Natal,  new  ... 

Natal,  old 


...  Reddish 
...  Colourless 
...  Colourless 
...  Colourless 
...  Colourless 


...  Colourless 

...  Slightly  rose 

...  ColourleBs 

...  Colourless 

...  Colourless 


...  Yellowish,  with  rose 

tint  ...       ...  Colourless 

...  Colourless  ...       ...  Colourless 

...  Slightly  rose  after  5 

minutes  Colourless 

...  Slightly  rose  after  5 

minutes  ...       ...  Colourless 


With  Borntrager's  reaction  (adding  ammonia  to  the  aloes  solu- 
tion, and  the  same  volume  of  ether,  and  shaking)  Barbados  aloes 
gives  a  cherry -red  colour,  the  ether  being  yellow  ;  Cape  aloes 
becomes  orange,  then  red,  and  the  ether  is  colourless  ;  and  Natal 
aloes  is  yellow  in  the  ammonia,  and  the  ether  red. 
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Cbrtetmae  Winoows, 


WE  referred  last  week  to  the  charming  picture-book  for 
children  ("The  Book  of  Shops,"  published  by  Mr. 
Grant  Richards,  9  Henrietta  Street,  Strand,  at  65.)  which 
Mr.  F.  D.  Bedford  has  drawn,  and  Mr.  E.  V.  Lucas  has 


written  the  verses  for.  The  pictuies  are  produced  in  an 
artistic  manner  in  water-colour  facsimile.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Grant  Richards  we  reproduce  the  chemist's 
shop  and  the  verses,  which  are  as  follows  : — 


Of  all  th:  k.nd»  of  (hops  there  ire 
The  Chcrrmi'i  ti  the  neatest,  fir 
Like  well-drilled  soldiers  in  a  line 
His  sturdy  bottles  6tand  and  ihine. 
(1  wish  he'd  leave  them  on  ihe  sh-lf, 

Or.  if  that  cannot  be. 
I  wish  he'd  drink  them  all  himself. 

And  you  and  I  go  free , 
For  physic  i;  the  kind  ol  Muff 
Of  which  one  quickly  his  cnuugh  ) 


Of  all  the  t:mdi  of  men  there  are 
The  Chemist  is  prccisest,  far 
Though  but  3  halfpenny  you  tpen  I 
He  treats  you  like  hi:;  dearesi  friend 
He  stands  beside  his  tiny  light, 

And  hurries  not  a  bit. 
And  folds  the  paper 
And  «,l,„g.„.,0 
And  hand,  it  to  vot 


loth  and  win 


nilltoni 


This  is  a  reduced  facsimile  of  the  page.  The  shop-front  has 
a  strarige  resemblance  to  several  historic  pharmacies  which 


In  contrast  with  Mr.  Bedford's  effort,  we  give  a  concrete 
example  of  window-decoration,  designed  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Harrogate,  and  carried  oat  by  him 
at  the  central  pharmacy  of  his  company  in  Jame3  Street, 
Harrogate.  Mr.  Wilson's  note  on  the  window  is  laconic,  but 
sufficient.  He  writes  : — "  Left  window — Three  silver  bells, 
shaded  in  blue,  with  red  and  white  ribbons  perfumery 
caskets,  sachets,  &c.  Eight  window — Three  silver  horse- 
shoes, shaded  in  blue,  with  red  and  white  ribbons,  hot-water 
bottles,  lung- protectors,  '  Eborazo  '  brand  of  liquorice,  and 
ubiquitous  '  Frog.' " 

pbannacp  ano  iStbics. 

A  Christmas  Dream. 


One  winter's  afternoon,  when  snowy  streets 

Made  customers  retain  till  eventide 

Their  fleeting  coppers,  I,  to  pass  the  time, 

Looked  up  old  journals,  there  perchance  to  find 

Some  worthy  matter  I  had  overlooked 

On  hastier  perusal.    So  I  chanced 

Upon  a  theme  well  suited  to  my  mood — 

On  "  Pharmacy  and  Ethics,"  written  by 

The  pharmaceutic  Nestor,  whom  the  craft 

Do  well  respect,  the  "  Old  Man  Eloquent "  ; 

And  as  I  read  those  thoughts  Hyslopian, 

In  language  more  Hyslopian  garmented, 

There  rose  within  me  memory  of  words 

Oace  sung  by  Whittier.    Thas  I  think  th?y  run — 

Thus  with  somewhat  of  the  seer 

Must  the  moral  pioneer 
From  the  future  borrow, 

Clothe  the  waste  with  drearm  of  grain, 

And  on  midnight  sky  of  rain 
Paint  the  golden  morrow. 
And  with  the  singing  of  the  Western  poet 
I  fell  a-musing,  and  then  fell  asleep 
And  dreamt  that  Man's  [deal  had  changed  to  Real ; 
And  thus,  methought,  a  fellow-craftsman  sarig  : 

Song. 

I  possess  a  conscience  clear. 
What  are  carking  care  or  fear 

To  a  pillist  proper  1 
I  ne'er  fib,  cor  advertise, 
Nor  prescribe,  nor  jeopardise 

My  soul  for  current  copper. 

I've  a  stock  both  rich  and  rare ; 
Every  drug  and  chemic's  there — 

Much  is  lying  latent ; 
Buc  the  cost  I  bravely  face, 
For  jou'll  find  upon  the  place 

Not  a  single  patent. 

Though  my  pharmacy  be  nigh 
Haunts  of  him  with  small  glass  eve, 

Sung  by  Vesta  Tilley, 
Yet,  beyond  chaste  scent  or  scap, 
I  sell  nought  that  bears,  I  hope, 

Taint  of  Piccadilly. 

Summer  comes  and  skies  are  clear, 
Long-sought  holidays  draw  near, 

Banish  care  and  sorrow. 
To  my  friendly  neighbour's  store 
Customers  I  then  turn  o'er  : 

Brighton  on  the  morrow. 

Though  his  price  be  less  than  mine, 
Yet  his  morals  are  so  fine 

That  I  never  worry  ; 
For  I  know  

Here  a  sound  of  Earth 
Broke  in  upon  my  dream,  and  the  glad  song 
Gave  place  to  rappingson  tbe  counter-case. 
Lo  !  a  customer.    "  Good  sir,  what  lack  you  1 " 
He,  with  accents  as  of  Sheffield,  thus  replied  : 


migh'i  bi  mentioned,  but  the  name  of  the  chemist  and  the 
motby  crowd  fotbid  closer  specification. 


"  Here's  a  prescription  for  four  tannin  suppositories,  and 
the  doctor  says  they'll  be  a  ha'penny  each." 
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IRew  Companies  &  Company  mews. 


Reckitt's  (Afbica)  (Limited). — Capital  10.000Z.,  in  101. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  branch  business  of  "  Reckitt 
&  Sons  (Limited),"  carried  on  at  Cape  Colony,  and  to  manu- 
facture and  deal  in  starch,  colours,  blue,  chemicals,  soap,  &c. 

Sahlsteoms  (Limited).— Capital  25  000Z,,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  manufacture  and  deal  in  ozone  and  all 
electrodes  and  apparatus  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers,  chemists, 
engineers,  &c. 

Hull  and  Distbict  Aebated  Wateb  Company  (Limi- 
ted).— Capital  2,500Z,in  1Z.  shares.    Onjects:  To  acquire  i 
the  business  carried  on  at  Hull  by  J.  L.  Gordon,  and  to  carry  ' 
on  the  business  of  mineral-water  manufacturers,  chemists, 
druggists,  &c.    The  first  directors  are  J.  L.  Gordon  and  Mrs 
E.  L.  Gordon.    Registered  office,  108  Holderness  Road,  Hull. 

Pobt  Said  Salt  Association  (Limited).  —  Capital 
45.000Z,,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  a  concession 
granted  by  the  Egyptian  Government  for  the  working  of 
salines  at  Port  Said,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  miners, 
quarriers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  &c.  The  sub- 
scribers are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification 
100Z.    Remuneration  not  more  than  4.O0OZ.  per  annum. 

Hovenden  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  200.000Z.,  in  10Z. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  93-95 
City  Road  and  elsewhere  in  London  by  R.  Hovenden,  A. 
Hovenden,  and  R.  G,  Hovenden,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  hairdressers'  sundriesmen,  perfumers,  patent  medicioe 
vendors,  soap  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  R 
Hovenden,  A.  Hovenden  and  R  G.  Hovenden.  Qualification 
100Z.  ordinary  shares.    Remuneration  400Z.  each  per  annum. 

R.  I.  Bateman  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  lO.OOOZ.,  in 
51.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
Mill  Street  East,  Savile  Town,  Thornhill,  near  Dewsbury,  as 
"  Robert  I.  Bateman  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemical  manufacturers  and  merchants,  drysalters,  salt-cake 
importers,  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  sal  ammoniac, 
muriate  of  ammonia,  nitric,  hydrochloric,  and  other  acids, 
dyers'  materials,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  R.  Waddington, 
(chemist),  J.  Sowden,  R.  I.  Bateman  (managing  director), 
and  G.  Bateman.  Qualification  500Z.  Remuneration  as  fixed 
by  the  company. 

Tbadebs  (Limited).  —  Capital  l.OOOZ.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  (inter  alia)  of  chemists 
and  druggists.  The  subscribers  are : — H.  P.  Green,  gentle- 
man, and  Mrs.  J  M.  Green,  Rothesay,  Chester  Road, 
Erdington ;  S.  J.  A.  Cotterell,  63  Frederick  Road,  Aston, 
Birmingham,  gentleman  ;  W.  Robertson.  13  Albert  Road, 
Aston,  gentleman  ;  F.  W.  Holland,  26  Leger«  Street,  Bir- 
mingham, bookseller ;  Miss  E.  B.  Cotterell,  103  High  Street, 
Harborne  ;  and  E.  Drakeley,  174  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham, 
stockbroker.  P.  H.  Cotterell  is  the  permanent  governing 
director  with  200Z.  par  annum. 


The  Lodaja  Cinchona  Cultivation  Company,  of  Java 
has  declaied  a  dividend  for  1898-99  of  llf  per  cent,  for  the 
year. 

Bebeze,  Jackson  &  Geeen  (Limited). — At  the  first  or 
statutory  meeting  of  this  company,  at  the  offices  of  the  com- 
pany, Plymouth — Mr.  George  Breeze,  J.P.,  presiding — it  was 
reported  that  the  whole  of  the  ordinary  shares  had  been 
allotted,  and  of  the  present  issue  of  preference  shares  only 
300  were  still  unapplied  for.  — 

H.  W.  Caeteb  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  report 
t.be  profit  for  the  13^  months  ending  October  31  to  be 
5.968Z.  19s  3d,  and  after  deducting  directors'  fees,  interest  on 
purchase-money  and  debentures,  dividend  on  preference 
shares,  and  income-tax,  4  090Z.  12s.  lOd.  remains  for  dividend, 
which  they  recommend  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares.  This  pbsorbf  scarcely  half  the  amount, 
the  formation  expenses  (354Z.  12s.  Od.)  being  written  off,  and 
2,000Z  placed  to  reserve. 

Lennon  (Limited). — The  first  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Cape  Town 


office  on  November  23,  Mr.  A.  Walsh  (the  resident  director 
at  Port  Elizabeth)  in  the  chair.  The  directors'  and  auditors' 
reports,  balance-sheet,  and  profit-and-loss  account  were  sub- 
mitted, and  a  dividend  was  declared  of  15s.  per  share  (equal 
to  7§  per  cent.)  on  the  ordinary  shares,  payable  on 
December  1,  1899.  Mr.  J.  H.  Bell  was  elected  to  a  seat  on 
the  board  of  directors,  and  Messrs.  Hands  &  Shore  were  re- 
appointed auditors. 


Camwal  IReeonstructton. 

ON  Tuesday,  December  19,  the  shareholders  of  the 
Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  Association 
(Limited)  met  in  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  E  C,  to 
celebrate  the  majority  of  the  concern,  and  to  launch  it  forth 
into  a  vigorous  manhood  with  a  shorter  name  and  longer 
purse.  But  before  they  came  on  the  scene  the  staff  of  the 
Association  paid  a  personal  compliment  to  the  Chairman, 

Me.  Hoeace  Davenfoet, 

in  such  a  pretty,  informal  way,  and  so  quietly,  as  to  testify 
how  affectionate  are  the  relations  between  Mr.  Davenport 
and  his  co-workers.  He  had  just  come  into  the  large  hall 
where  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  forty  minutes  later,  and 
passed  the  compliments  of  the  day  to  the  dozen  or  so 
members  of  the  staff  present,  when  Mr.  H  T.  Butler. 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  said,  "  Mr.  Davenport,  I  am 
asked  by  197  of  the  staff  and  emplojes  of  Camwal  to  carry 
out  one  of  the  pleasantest  duties  which  I  have  ever  had  to 
perform.  We  ask  you,  sir,  to  accept  from  us  this  address 
and  pieces  of  silver."  Here  Mr.  Pirie,  the  manager,  and 
another  member  of  the  staff  uncovered  a  magnificent 
illuminated  address  and  solid  silver  tea  and-coffee  service. 
The  address  was  in  the  following  terms,  and  was  read  by  Mr. 
Butler:— 

To  Horace  Davenport,  Esq. 

We,  the  undersigned  staff  and  employes,  beg  to  offer  you  our 
most  sincere  and  heartfelt  congratulations  on  the  completion  of 
your  twenty-one  years'  chairmanship  of  the  Chemists'  Aerated 
and  Mineral  Waters  Association,  which  Association  is  proposed  ;o 
be  reconstructed  under  the  name  of  Camwal  (Limited).  We 
tender  our  warmest  thanks  for  all  your  unvaried  thoughtfulness 
and  kindness  to  each  and  every  one  of  us,  substantial  examples  of 
which  can  be  seen  in  the  extended  holidays  and  in  the  splendid 
bonuses  granted  yearly ;  and  knowing  that  you  have  our  interests 
so  well  at  heart,  you  may  be  perfectly  sure  we  shall,  as  in  the 
past,  continue  to  study  the  welfare  of  the  Association  in  carrying 
out  our  duties  steadfastly  and  honestly. 

Those  of  us  who  have  had  the  honour  to  serve  for  many  years 
under  your  chairmanship  know  how  earnestly  and  ably  you  have 
worked  for  the  Association,  and  how  in  the  earlier  years  when 
stormy  weather  was  encountered  you,  like  a  true  captain,  stood  by 
your  ship  and  guided  it  safely  through  all  perils. 

In  commemoration  of  your  having  attained  your  majority  as 
chairman,  we  beg  your  acceptance  of  this  illuminated  address  and 
a  silver  service  as  a  slight  token  of  our  appreciation  of  your  past 
kindnesses,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  for  many  years 
to  come  be  spared  to  occupy  the  chair  which  you  now  fill  to  such 
great  advantage  to  the  Association. 

The  address  was  signed  by  representative  members  of  the 
staff,  and  in  a  morocco-bound  book  the  whole  of  the  names 
of  the  subscribers  were  given  in  branch  order.  Continuing, 
Mr.  Butler  asked  Mr.  Davenport  to  accept  the  address  and 
silver,  with  the  best  wishes  of  the  subscribers. 

Mr.  Davenport  was  greatly  surprised,  and  in  thanking  Mr. 
Butler  and  his  colleagues,  remarked  that  his  breath  had 
been  so  taken  away  by  the  unexpectedness  of  their  kindly 
action  that  he  did  not  know  exactly  how  to  thank  them. 
Their  gifts  were  exceedingly  handsome,  but  the  good  feelicg 
which  had  prompted  them  was  much  more  valuable  to  him. 
He  was  glad  to  think  that,  although  he  had  been  to  some 
extent  their  "boss,"  there  had  never  been  any  kind  of 
unpleasantness  between  them  ;  in  fact,  the  good  feeling 
existing  amongst  Camwal  emplojes  was  proverbial.  It  was 
absolutely  true  that  he  had  taken  great  interest  in  their 
welfare,  and  it  was  a  source  of  pleasure  to  him  to  think  the 
bonus  system  which  they  had  ins'it.uted  was  more  appreciated 
than  an  actual  agreement.  Tney  had  had  differences  — 
hundreds  of  them — but  never  ary  unpleasantness.  He  was 
pleased  indeed  to  note  these  differences  ;  they  showed  that 
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the  Oamwal  staff  had  individually  minds  of  their  own. 
Perfect  unanimity  seemed  to  show  that  one  man  was 
"bossing  the  show"  and  the  others  were  falling  in,  which 
was  bad  for  any  business.  He  was  satisfied  that  these 
differences  of  policy  had  been  a  source  of  strength  to 
Camwal.  He  was  sure  the  new  step  which  the  directors 
proposed  taking  was  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  meeting 
of  the  employes  seemed  to  prove  to  him  that  it  was  so. 
The  gifts  he  would  look  upon  as  heirlooms,  and  he  would 
never  look  at  them  without  feeling  grateful  for  the  con- 
fidence and  kindly  feeling  which  they  represented. 

The  members  of  the  little  party  then  individually  con- 
gratulated Mr.  Davenport. 

The  Annual  Meeting, 

over  which  Mr.  Davenport  presided,  was  more  fully  attended 
than  usual.  In  his  opening  remarks  the  Chairman,  referring 
to  the  reminder  which  he  had  received  of  the  "  coming  of 
age  "  of  the  company,  said  that  he  was  glad  to  think  that 
although  he  had  in  a  measure  been  "  boss  of  the  show " 
for  that  period  of  time  he  had  not  made  himself  objection- 
able, and  expressed  keen  gratification  at  the  noble  manner 
in  which  he  had  been  treated  by  the  emplojes.  With  regard 
to  the  report  he  intimated  that  the  directors,  with  a  view  to 
having  a  respectable-looking  frontage  to  their  factory  in  Man- 
chester, had  erected  a  row  of  shops  which  in  time  they  con- 
fidently anticipated  would  pay  them  a  very  fair  interest  for 
the  money  invested.  A  sum  of  5.0C0Z.,  which  had  accrued 
during  the  year  from  increase  of  mortgages,  the  directors 
had  used  to  pay  off  a  loan  from  the  bank.  During  the  year 
they  bad  issued  more  shares  at  a  premium,  which  had  been 
used  to  wipe  off  preliminary  expenses  in  connection  with 
their  new  factories.  The  increase  in  business  during  the 
past  year  was  not  only  due  to  the  good  weather  but  a 
natural  growth  which  they  felt  sure  would  continue.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  growing  idea  even  amongst  shareholders 
that  Oamwal  syphons  could  be  filled  by  the  members  them- 
selves, or  by  a  local  manufacturer.  Feople  who  did  this 
did  not  consider,  evidently,  that  they  were  infringing  the 
Camwal  trade-mark  and  doing  a  vast  injury  to  the  com- 
pany and  to  themselves.  To  such  a  pitch  had  this  custom 
become  prevalent  tbat  the  directors  had  reluctantly  resolved 
that  prompt  legal  action  should  be  taken  even  against  share- 
holders who  persist  in  filling  or  having  Camwal  syphons 
filled,  or  in  selling  them  after  they  are  filled.  Such  methods, 
he  said,  were  not  only  grossly  unfair  to  Camwal,  and  to 
other  members,  but  also  tended  in  many  cases  to  bring 
Camwal  waters  into  disrepute.  He  proposed  that  the 
report  and  accounts  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Nicholls,  in  seconding,  endorsed  the  remarks  of  the 
Chairman  with  regard  to  the  filling  of  syphons. 

Attention  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Everett  to  the  amount 
(53.225Z.)  which  appeared  on  the  balance-sheet  for  "syphons, 
&c,  in  stock,"  and  "syphons,  &c,  on  loan."  He  thought 
that  was  an  abnormally  large  amount,  but  the  Chairman 
pointed  out  that  the  sum  did  not  really  represent  all  their 
syphons,  and  if  the  complainant  would  divide  that  by  nearly 
5,000  (the  company's  membership)  and  reckon  it  out  at  2s.  a 
syphon,  he  would  not  find  it  out  of  the  way.  At  any  rate, 
the  directors  wanted  to  see  that  item  at  least  doubled. 

The  reports  and  accounts  having  been  unanimously 
adopted,  and  the  dividend  proposed  likewise  agreed  to, 
ihe  Chairman  next  referred  to  the  annual  sum  of  50Z.  which 
was  usually  voted  to  the  directors,  and  which  they  pre- 
sented to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.  The 
directors,  he  said,  would  this  year  be  content  with  the  usual 
fees  without  addition,  as  many  of  their  employes  were 
reservists,  and  the  directors  were  keeping  their  situations 
open  for  these  men,  and  also  paying  (during  their  absence) 
their  wives  a  sum  equal  to  that  allowed  by  the  Government. 
They  might  want  a  large  sum  to  meet  this  benevolence 
duriDg  the  year,  and  the  shareholders  agreed  that  that  was 
a  v  ise  reserve. 

The  retiring  directors,  Messrs.  H.  Davenport  and  A.Gould, 
were  re-elected  by  acclamation,  and  so  were  the  auditors. 

The  Extraordinary  General  Meeting 
was  called  for  3  30,  but  the  annual  business  had  been  so 
quickly  disposed  of  that  there  was  time  between  for  a  cigar, 
which,  by  the  consent  of  the  one  lady  shareholder  present, 


most  of  the  gentlemen  indulged  in.  By  this  time  many  more 
had  dropped  in.  We  gave  particulars  of  the  reconstruction 
scheme  in  our  last  issue.  Briefly,  it  means  writing  no  the 
capital  in  shares,  debentures,  &c.  (total,  88.843Z )  to  250  000Z.. 
and  issuing  167,968  pound  shares,  of  which  all  but  64  258 
will  be  given  to  the  present  holders  of  shares  (each  11.  share 
in  the  old  company  being  exchanged  for  Zl.  10s.  worth  in  the 
new). 

Mr.  Davenport,  in  putting  the  scheme  before  the  meeting, 
urged  the  opinions  of  the  directors  in  such  an  earnest  and 
business-like  manner  that  opposition,  if  it  existed,  was  dis- 
armed.   He  felt  somewhat  diffident,  he  said,  in  bringing  the 
matter  before  them,  because  he  was  aware  that  many  members 
were  at  a  loss  to  know  why  they  wished  the  reconstruction 
of  the  company  when  it  was  doing  so  well.   There  were  many 
reasons,  however,  some  of  which  it  were  better,  for  trade-pur- 
poses, to  keep  to  themselves.    The  original  company  was,  he 
believed,  conducted  with  a  memorandum  of  association 
perhaps  the  narrowest  ever  drawn,  and  the  directors  had 
frequently  beenbampered  by  it.  Firstof  all,  he  stated  emphati- 
cally that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  alter  the  trading  condi- 
tions of  the  business.    Camwal  waters  would  still  be  supplied 
to  and  through  chemists  and  certainly  not  in  opposition  to 
them.  He  thought  there  was  proof  of  considerable  confidence 
in  the  directors  in  regard  to  the  question  when  they  took  into 
account  that  only  twelve  letters  had  been  received  from 
nearly  5,000  members,  and  only  two-thirds  of  that  number  had 
been  antagonistic  to  the  scheme.    The  chief  objection  urged 
was  against  their  supplying  hotels.    He  wanted  it  clearly 
understood  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  directors  to 
supply  their  waters  to  anyone  who  could  be  supplied  by  a 
chemist.    The  directors  had  often  been  applied  to  in  the 
past    to    supply    their  waters    direct  to    such  places, 
but,  according  to  their  rules    of    association,  all  they 
could  do  was  to  arrange  for  a  supply  through  a  local 
chemist,  a  proceeding  which  many  hotels  and  large  institu- 
tions decidedly  objected  to,  as  they  wished  to  deal  direct. 
Besides,  even  if  arranged  to  provide  the  supply,  there  was 
in  many  cases  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  a  local 
chemist  to  take  up  the  agency.    The  vast  majority  of 
chemists  have  no  surplus  capital  to  carry  on  that  sort  of 
business,  and  refuse  to  accept  the  responsibility.  Many 
chemists  themselves  had  asked  the  directors  to  take  over 
these  responsibilities,  but  again  their  rules  forbade  them 
doing  so.    Under  the  new  regulations  these  disabilities 
would  be  removed,  and  the  new  company  would  give 
commissions  to  chemists  who  secured  such  orders.  The 
directors  had  no  intention  of  harming  the  chemist  in  any 
way,  nor  did  they  wish  to  make  Camwal  an  ordinary 
mineral-water  business  ;  but  he  did  not  see  why  they  should 
be  debarred  from  supplying  first-class  restaurants.    He  also 
mentioned  that  they  would  have  a  chance  of  developing 
their  bottle-trade,  especially  for  export.    They  had  had 
opportunities  of  getting  that,  and  had  to  refuse  them  be- 
cause exporters  would  not  place  their  orders  through  a 
chemist.    There  was  no  reason  either  why  they  should  not 
cater  for  the  steamboat  trade.    Chemists  might  obtain 
orders  for  all  these,  pass  them  on  to  the  company,  and 
get  their  commission.    Golf-clubs  were  also  instanced  bv 
Mr.  Davenport  as  suitable  receptacles  for  the  supply  of 
Camwal  waters,  either  through  a  chemist  or  directly  from 
the  company.    He  then  spoke  of  the  trouble  which  whole- 
salers find  at  present  in  obtaining  such  simple  things  as 
Camwal  syphon-coolers  or  Camwal  syrups  for  their  cus- 
tomers, and  concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  good  which 
would  accrue  if  they  were  in  a  position  to  take  up  agencies 
for  foreign  waters,  and  if  the  directors  bad  more  powers 
generally  to  use  their  discretion  as  to  whom  they  might 
supply.     He  then  proposed   the  first  resolution,  which 
appointed  Henry  Thomas  Butler,  Secretary,  as  liquidator, 
and  which  Mr.  Urwick  seconded. 

Mr.  Nichols  inquired  whether  any  risk  would  be  entailed 
in  undertaking  agencies  for  foreign  waters.  The  Chairman 
replied  that  there  would  be  none.  Mr.  Young  (Barnet) 
wanted  a  definition  of  a  "  public  institution,"  which  the 
Chairman  had  spoken  of  as  likely  purchasers  of  Camwal 
waters.  Would  workmen's  clubs  come  under  that  category  1 
He  would  object  to  that ;  and  it  seemed  for  a  few  moments 
that  Mr.  Young  had  touched  a  big  difficulty,  when  Mr. 

Urwick  in  his  best  forensic  manner  relieved  the  tension  by 
saying  that  "  a  public  institution  was  an  institution  governed 
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by  a  public  body."  This  satisfied  everybody.  Mr.  Walleck 
next  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  enormous 
amount  they  were  putting  in  the  Secretary's  hands,  and 
asked  if  any  guarantee  could  be  given  of  the  expense  of  the 
reconstruction.  "  Something  under  1.500Z.,"  was  the  Chair- 
man's reply.  "  But  where  is  your  Secretary's  guarantee  ? " 
again  asked  Mr.  Walleck,  who  now  got  all  the  authority  of 
law  with  the  explanation  from  the  Solicitor  that  the  whole 
thing  was  a  mere  formality.  Mr.  Butler  was  their  Secretary, 
and  was  desirous  of  being  the  new  company's  Secretary. 
The  expenses  were  out-of-pocket  fees  to  Government. 
Again  Mr.  Urwick's  sage  counsel  soothed  the  meeting. 
"  Mr.  Butler  will  be  in  the  position  of  a  trustee,"  said  he, 
"andllcan  assure  you,  from  personal  experience,  that  that 
is  a  very  serious  responsibility,  closely  hedged  in  by  law.  We 
have  the  utmost  coLfidence  in  our  Secretary,  and  that  he 
will  do  right."  Whereat  every  man  took  out  his  cigar  to 
say  "  Hear,  hear." 

g^The  second  and  third  resolutions  dealt  with  the  registra- 
tion of  the  new  company,  "  Camwal  (Limited),"  and  for  the 
sale  of  the  business  to  such  company,  and  were  agreed  to 
neni.  con.,  an  epitome  of  the  draft-agreement  being  read  by 
the  Chairman.  Thanks  to  the  Chairman  were  proposed  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Harrogate),  who  congratulated  the  com- 
pany particularly  on  having  got  rid  of  their  cumbersome 
title,  which  was  a  stumbling-block  to  many,  and  on  the 
probability  of  their  obtaining  a  Stock  Exchange  quotation 
for  their  shares.  Mr.  Nichols  seconded,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, the  reconstruction  of  the  company,  which  was  a  thing 
he  had  longed  for  for  years.  Mr.  Davenport  having  briefly 
replied,  thanks  were  awarded  to  the  staff  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Urwick,  and  a  brief  but  manly  reply  was  given  by  Mr, 
Butler. 


<5a3ette. 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACIS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Obdeb. 

Darrell,  Harrington  Wyndham,  doctor  of  medicine. 

Adjudication. 

Hornsey,  John,  Bourne,  Lanes,  chemist. 

Obdeb  made  on  Application  fob  Dischabge. 

Bannerman,  Mark  Alfred  (sued  and  trading  as  M.  Bannerman 
&  Co.),  late  Ltadenhall  Street,  E.G.,  sponge-merchant— application 
adjourned  generally,  with  liberty  to  apply. 


bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 


lie  Edwakd  James  Fbancis  Gabnee,  251  Netherfield 
Road  North,  Liverpool,  late  53  Victoria  Street,  Douglas, 
Isle  of  Man,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held  and  con- 
cluded at  the  Liverpool  County  Court  last  week,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Bellringer. 


Re  E.  J.  Munbo,  Fortrose,  Chemist  and  Aerated-water 
Manufacturer. 

The  trustee  of  the  estate  of  this  debtor  has  intimated 
that  the  assets  have  realised  271Z.  17s.  9d.  (including  the 
amount  received  for  the  business,  stock,  and  plant),  and 
after  paying  preferential  claims  and  the  expenses  of  winding 
up,  there  remains  227Z.  15s.,  which  suffices  to  pay  a  first  and 
final  dividend  of  5s.  in  the  pound. 


Me  Sidney  Bbown,  31  Caffyn  Street,  Lambeth,  Manu- 
facturing Perfumer  and  Drug-packer. 
The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  December  15,  before  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough, 
senior  Official  Receiver.  The  debtor,  who  filed  his  own 
petition,  has  lodged  accounts  showing  liabilities  1,7222.  6s.  bd. 
ranking  against  assets  valued  at  6172. 10s.  bd.,  after  allowing 


22Z.  8s.  °,d.  in  respect  of  preferential  claims.  The  Chairman 
reported  that  the  debtor,  having  traded  for  about  thirty 
years  at  8  Blackfriars  Road,  removed  to  Caffyn  Street  in 
September  1897.  He  originally  commenced  with  a  capital 
of  between  200Z.  and  300Z.  The  usual  books  of  accounts 
had  been  kept,  and  the  banking-account  had  been  closed 
during  the  previous  month.  A  quarter's  rent  was  due  in 
respect  of  the  Caffyn  Street  premises,  and  the  household 
furniture  at  the  debtor's  residence  in  Aytoun  Road,  Stock 
well,  was  stated  to  be  the  separate  property  of  his  wife. 
The  failure  was  attributed  to  want  of  capital  and  falling-off 
in  the  business ;  also  to  the  action  of  the  landlord  of  the 
former  premises  in  raising  the  rent,  and  consequent  removal. 
A  discussion  ensued  with  regard  to  the  realisation  of  the 
estate,  and  the  meeting  elected  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Official  Receiver.  The  following  are  creditors  in  the 
estate : — 

Unsecured. 

£   s.  d, 

Allen,  P.  &  Son,  Poplar    16  13  9 

Acme  Stopper  and  Decoration  Company, 

Birmingham    ...    12  10  0 

Barston,  C.  P£.,  Blackfriars    17  10  0 

Bell,  R.  &  Co  ,  Bromley-by-Bow   22    5  10 

Bennett.  W.  J.,  Sevenoaks    75    0  0 

Bevan,  T.  &  Co.,  London   11    7  8 

Beyaud,  C.  H.,  London    14  17  7 

Brown,  A.  R.,  Clapham    90   0  0 

Brown,  Miss  R.  C,  Peckliam    60   0  0 

Brown,  Mrs.  E.,  Stockwell    248  19  4 

Brumier,  Mond  &  Co.,  North wich         ...    13  14  7 

Collis,  J.,  London  31  10  0 

Dawes,  Mrs.,  Dover   132   0  0 

Dunn,  E.  &  J.,  Denmark  Hill    17  18  0 

Evans,  Lescher  it  Webb,  London  ...    50  15  0 

Fell  &  Briant,  London    17  13  9 

Gray's  Inn  Road  Box  Company,  London    60    5  0 

Gordon  &  Co.,  London    38    7  4 

Hall  &  Bevington,  London    10  15  7 

Harris  &  Co.,  London    14  18  10 

Howards  &  Sons,  Stratford    52    9  3 

Jessop  &  Co.,  London    204   5  7 

Keeping,  J.,  London    11  17  10 

Lambert,  C,  &  Co.,  London    144    2  7 

Lawes,  J.  B.,  London    48   5  9 

Nathan,  A.  E.,  London    13    1  5 

Naumann,  W.,  London    11  10  3 

Smith,  Dr.,  Blackfriars    23    0  0 

Smith,  P.  L.,  Holloway    24  10  0 

Starkey,  R.  W.,  London    25  10  0 

Surrey  Pullers'  Earth  Companv.  London    15  12  0 

Taylor,  Martin,  Buckhurst  Hill"   13  10  0 

Ulmann,  J.,  London         ...    10    1  7 

Partly  Secured. 

£    s.  d. 

Blundell,  Taylor  &  Co.,  London   26  12  3 

Orrock,  R.,  &  Co.,  Hackney  Wick         ...    14  18  0 


Ibuntino  tbc  fIDosqiutoes. 


[Dr.  Koch  is  at  Ambarawa,  Java,  studying  malaria.  This  place 
and  Fjilatjap  have  very  bad  reputations  for  fever.  Govern- 
ment doctors  in  various  garrisons  have  orders  to  catch 
mosquitoes  for  Dr.  Koch.] 

Koch  has  settled  down  in  Java  land  to  find  a  febrifuge  ; 
I  fancy  these  Dutch  doctors  find  the  joke  exceeding  huge, 
Trotting  round  the  swamps  malarious,  laying  is  a  buzzing  stock 
Of  the  Javanese  mosquito  for  the  febrile  Doctor  Koch. 

I  have  oft  gone  butterfiying  for  the  beetle  in  his  lair : 
Even  hunted  "  irritations  "  in  my  puppy's  curly  hair  : 
But  these  pleasurable  pastimes  all  must  go  into  the  shade, 
When  compared  to  catching  skeeters  to  find  how  fever's  made. 

In  my  mind's  eye  I  can  picture  each  Dutch  doctor  setting  out 
For  the  hotbeds  of  the  fever  where  the  skeeters  fly  about : 
Having  tended  to  their  dying  and  interred  their  dead,  en  bloc 
They  troop  out  to  catch  mosquitoes  for  the  festive  Doctor  Koch. 

Well!  I  fancy,  if  our  Goveramental  medicos  were  told 
To  undertake  such  duties,  that  they'd  quickly  quit  the  fold  ; 
That  e'en  though  it  were  for  science,  they'd  be  likely  thus  to 
mock — 

"  Go  and  catch  your  own  mosquitoes,  and  be  blowed  to  you,  Old 
Cock."  — Singapore  Free  Frees. 
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©teervattone  anD  IReflecttons. 

By  XRAY8EB 

Ohbistbned  "  Doctor." — The  parents  of  the  nerve-tonic 
man  who  told  Judge  Parry  last  vrcek  that  he  called  himself 
"  Dr."  not  because  he  had  the  degree,  but  because  he  was 
christened  "  Doctor,"  must  have  been  endowed  with  remark- 
able foresight.  Possibly  the  nerve-tonic  formula  was  a 
family  heirloom.  In  that  case  the  utility  of  the  given  name 
is  apparent.  But  their  christening- scheme  suggesti  a  pleasing 
method  of  upsetting  social  distinctions.  I  believe  there  is 
a  circus  proprietor  who  claims  to  have  been  christened 
"  Lord  George,"  and  who  so  designates  himself.  But  what 
would  become  of  our  county  families  and  our  old  nobility  if 
the  proletariat  generally  should  choose  "  Sir  William," 
"Marquis  of,"  and  "Lady  Emily"  as  the  usual  Christian 
names  of  their  offspring  1  "  Judge  "  or  even  "  Lord  Justice  " 
might  be  selected  without  infringing  any  known  statute ; 
but  could  the  administrators  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  obtain  a 
decree  to  annul  the  christening  of  an  unqualified  baby  for 
whom  the  name  "  Chemist"  had  been  selected  ?  If  not,  this 
process  offers  a  means  of  infringing  the  Act  simpler  even 

than  that  of  registering  at  Somsrset  House. 

*  *         *  * 

The  New  Camwal  Departure  has  excited  much 
interest  among  the  shareholders  of  the  compmy.  I  am 
writing  this  before  the  meeting  of  the  shareholders,  and  I 
agree  with  the  editorial  regret  expressed  last  week  if  Camwal 
should  resolve  to  depart  from  the  strictly  pharmaceutical 
lines  upon  which  it  has  been  so  successfully  worked.  But  I 
scarcely  see  that  the  directors'  preposal  necessarily  involves 
the  abandonment  of  the  original  idea  of  their  enterprise. 
The  supply  of  aerated  waters  to  hotels  and  public  institutions, 
from  which  the  company  is  now  practically  barred — for  these 
customers  will  not  as  a  rule  buy  from  second  hands — is  a 
very  extensive  one,  and  with  some  five  thousand  interested 
agents  throughout  the  country  the  company  ought  to  secure  a 
fair  share  of  it.  Provisions  to  allow  of  this  extension  of  direct 
trading  might  surely  be  made  with  sufficient  precautions 
against  the  admission  of  competing  retailers,  and  it  is  difficult 

to  see  how,  in  that  case,  the  shareholders  could  be  injured. 

*  *  *  * 

Corner  for  Students  —The  phenomenal  success  of  the 
Analytical  Tournament  now  proceeding  among  the  student 
readers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  can  hardly  fail  to 
strike  the  attentive  observer  of  pharmaceutical  progress.  I 
note  that  for  the  competition  reported  on  in  November  no 
fewer  than  140  samples  were  sent  out,  and  that  82  reports 
were  sent  in  ;  and  that  for  the  one  reported  on  last  week, 
the  samples  applied  for  numbered  142,  and  the  reports 
returned  75.  The  work  involved  in  these  competitions  is 
not  such  as  can  be  scampered  through  in  an  hour  or  two. 
It  means  for  many  of  the  studeofcs  the  sacrifice  of  the  leisure 
of  several  days  a  month.  It  speaks  volumes  for  the  future 
of  British  pharmacy  that  over  a  hundred  apprentices  and 
assistants  can  be  found  to  engage  in  work  of  this  character. 
The  writers  and  speakers  who  are  so  fluent  about  the 
professional  status  of  pharmacy  do  precious  little,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  to  promote  it.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  this  Corner  for  Students  has 
done  more  in  this  direction  than  all  of  them  put  together. 
The  future  of  pharmacy  as  a  profession  depends  largely,  in 
my  opinion,  on  its  association  with  analytical  chemistry, 
and  there  must  be  at  this  time  some  hundreds  of  British  and 
Irish  pharmacists  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Moss's  coun- 
sels, criticisms,  and  comments  on  their  work ;  and  anyone  who 
reads  these  any  month  can  appreciate  what  valuable  instruc- 
tion and  encouragement  are  conveyed  in  his  pithy  sentences. 


The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  fob  1900  is  fuller 
of  meat  than  it  ever  has  been  before.  I  do  not  propose  at 
present  to  comment  on  the  literary  contents,  for  I  confess  I 
have  as  yet  scarcely  mastered  them.  There  is  evidently 
money  in  that  optical  treatise,  but  it  is  a  stiff  piece  of 
country  to  get  over  for  one  whose  mathematics  creak  on 
their  hinges  as  mine  do.  But  (lest  anyone  should  overlook 
them)  I  want  to  allude  to  the  advertisements.  They  are  a 
wonderful  collection.  On  many  of  them  much  labour  and 
skill  has  been  expended,  not  to  mention  money.  I  have 
lately  spent  an  evening  over  them  noting  many  things — 
I  hope,  for  my  future  profit.  As  a  matter  of  curiosity,  I  took 
pencil  and  paper  and  roughly  classified  the  nearly  five 
hundred  pages  of  advertisements  as  follows  : — There  are  just 
about  100  pages  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  including 
some  8  pages  of  coated  pills.  The  wholesale  drug-trade 
proper,  including  all  advertisements  of  staple  drugs,  con- 
tributes 40  pages ;  manufacturing  chemists  not  otherwise 
classified  employ  34  pages ;  there  are  33  pages  devoted  to 
perfumery  and  toilet  preparations,  33  to  mineral  waters, 
natural  and  artificial,  and  the  adjuncts  of  that  trade  ;  29  to 
oils,  paints,  colours,  and  household  requisites ;  28  to  shop- 
fittings,  including  plant,  machinery,  &c.  ;  and  15  to  bottles 
boxes,  and  corks.  Surgical  dressings,  plasters,  appliances,  and 
instruments  occupy  25  pages ;  proprietary  medicines,  19 ; 
proprietary  foods,  including  cocoa,  &c,  13.  The  veterinary 
trade  requires  12,  wines  and  spirits  11,  temperance  beverages 
3,  photography  10,  confectionery  8,  optics  5,  homoeopathy  4  ; 
and  under  druggists'  sundries  I  have  figured  42  pages, 
including  8  of  sponges,  6  of  brushes,  and  4  of  feeding- 
bottles.  Educational  announcements  fill  11  pages,  and  those 
concerning  printing  and  advertising  take  up  10  more.  The 
most  striking  observation  which  occurs  to  me  from  a  con- 
sideration of  these  figures  is  the  evidence  they  afford  of  the 
development  and  prosperity  of  the  business  in  pharmaceutical 
products  and  specialities.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  this  business 
is  the  creation  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the 
advertising  section  of  this  Diary  seems  to  testify  that  they 
nre  by  a  long  way  ahead  of  all  other  products  competing  for 
pharmaceutical  favour. 


<I be  <£bcmt6tn>  of  Santal^wooo 


By  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc. 

THE  question  as  to  whether  the  alcoholic  constituent  of 
eantal-wood  oil,  usually  known  as  santalol,  is  a  single 
compound  or  a  mixture  has  been  occupying  my  attention 
for  some  time.  Quite  recently  Schimmel  and  Soden  have 
both  shown  that  it  is  probable  that  more  than  one  isomeric 
alcohol  is  present,  a  result  quite  in  accord  with  my  own 
work,  but  in  support  of  which  none  of  us  have  yet  produoed 
positive  evidence.  I  have  now  succeeded  in  preparing  a 
well-defined  crystalline  compound  of  santalol  (or  one  of  its 
constituents)  whioh  will  probably  enable  me  to  prove 
definitely  whether  this  body  is  a  mixture  or  not.  This 
crystalline  compound  is  the  santalyl  ester  of  phenyl-carbamic 
acid,  formed  according  to  the  equation — 

C0H0'NCO  +  C15H,.,-OH  ■=  C15HasO 
C6H5-NH 

Phenyl       "  Santalol."     Santalyl  eater  of 
isooyanatc.  phenyl-caibamic  acid. 

The  body  forms  beautiful  white  needles,  melting  at  the 
very  high  temperature  237°  (uncorrected),  and  I  am  now 
investigating  the  reaction,  in  order  to  see  if  an  isomeric 
ester  is  formed  at  the  same  time,  and  hope  to  report  upon 
the  results  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference, 
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*    "SANITAS"  # 

EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


Bd.,    1/-,    and  2/6, 


SANITAS 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 
6rf.,  9<2.,  and  1/-  each. 
RESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
«OTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &c. 

(HE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

{|£     and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE. 

KOLA-ASTIER 

(GRANULATED). 

Contains  all  the  active  principles  of  the  Kola  Nut,  Caffeine,  Theobro. 
mine.  Kola  Red  and  Tannin  in  a  soluble,  agreeable,  and  portable  form. 
Recommended  a.s  a  powerful  stimulant  of  the  physical  and  mental  forces 
Retail  3  6  per  bottle  ;  Wholesale  34/-  per  dozen. 

WILCOX  «te  Co. 

83  Mortimer  Pt..  Gt.  Portland  St.,  W., 
Wholesale  Importers  and  Exporters  of  all 

-RENCH  AND  GERMAN 

Specialities  and 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES. 

Goods  not  in  Stock  procured  to  order. 
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a  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &o.,  in  4-oz.  Tins,! 
price  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained   from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  In. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

EO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


OURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,   POTASH,  LEMONADE 
GINGER  ALE.  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


Descriptive  Literature, 
handsome  show  cards  and 
window  transparencies, 
free  on  application  to 


Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  C&i.  London  &  Sydney 


•Vest  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c; 


Ebttorial  Comments. 


Reciprocity. 

The  discussion  on  reciprocity  at  the  meeting  oE  the  General 
Medical  Council  serves  to  call  attention  to  a  principle  which 
the  medical  law  embodies,  but  which  is  not  provided  in  any 
of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  We  mean 
the  power  given  to  the  Medical  Council  for  the  registration 
of  practitioners  who  have  obtained  iheir  qualifications  in 
British  dependencies  or  foreign  countries  which  accept  the 
qualifications  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  lieu  of  their  own. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  this  scheme  of  medical 
reciprocity  has  been  of  immense  value  to  the  medical  insti- 
tutions in  this  country,  because  it  has  enabled  many  of  our 
colonial  and  Indian  citizens  to  come  here  in  order  to  obtain 
the  home  qualifications,  and  go  back  to  their  places  of 
origin  to  practise  without  further  examination.  Hundreds  of 
men  do  this  yearly,  and,  besides,  many  home-born  and  home- 
trained  medical  men  leave  the  old  country  to  settle  down  as 
practitioners  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire.  The  only 
argument  that  we  can  discover  against  this  scheme  of  re- 
ciprocity is  that  the  advantages  are  almost  wholly  on  our 
side,  for  while  hundreds  of  our  qualifications  have  been 
accepted  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  a  trifling  number  of 
colonial  and  Indian  practitioners  come  to  this  country  to 
take  advantage  of  the  provision.  Thus,  in  the  Medical 
Register,  which  extends  to  1,756  pages,  three  pages  only  are 
required  for  the  colonial  list,  and  only  twenty-five  of  the 
ninety  odd  practitioners  so  registered  practise  in  Great 
Britain,  or  have  British  addresses,  the  rest  retaining  their 
original  addresses. 

Applying  this  to  pharmacy,  can  any  better  reply  be  given 
to  the  argument  which  has  sometimes  been  used  by  pharma- 
ceutical authorities  at  home  against  the  proposals  for 
reciprocity  of  pharmaceutical  qualifications  1  This  is  a 
matter  in  which  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  has  shown  singular  lack  of  enterprise.  One 
can  conceive  of  nothing  more  beneficial  to  the  Society  than 
that  its  certificates  should  be  sought  for  by  pharmacists  in 
other  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  the  peculiar  position  of  this 
Society  as  the  mother  of  our  pharmaceutical  organisations 
gives  it  advantage  and  influence  difficult  to  compute.  Yet 
it  remains  insular  in  all  its  dealings.  It  has  never,  as  an 
examining  body,  fully  realised  its  duty  to  its  constituents. 
It  is,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that  the  1863  Act  did  not  create 
a  Board  of  Pharmacy,  instead  of  entrusting  its  administra- 
tion to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  had  interests  of 
its  own,  for  colonial  experience  in  that  direction,  as  well  as 
the  example  which  we  have  in  the  General  Medical  Council, 
shows  that  statutory  powers  are  better  exercised  by  inde- 
pendent bodies.  This  has  also  been  excellently  shown  by 
the  independence  of  our  Boards  of  Examiners,  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  purely  executive  bodies  administer 
Pharmacy  Acts  much  more  effectively  when  they  are  not 
concerned  with  Society  business.  Our  British  Pharmaceutical 
Council  has  never  got  rid  of  the  pre-1868  idea  that  its  co  i- 
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stituents  are  the  subscribers  to  the  Society  only— a  circum- 
stance for  which  there  is  some  excuse,  but  which  has,  never- 
theless, been  a  powerful  deterrent  to  its  development  as 
the  central  pharmaceutical  authority  of  the  British  Empire. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  it  is  either  in  sympathy  or  in  touch 
with  the  many  British  pharmaceutical  bodie3,  although,  as 
the  authority  administering  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  it 
might  have  been.  It  will  be  observed  from  page  212  of 
The  Chemists'  and  Deug gists'  Diaby  for  1900  that  the 
Poison  and  Pharmacy  Acts  or  Regulations  in  force  in 
Ireland  and  Greater  Britain  are  based  upon  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868.  This  is  a  fact  of  significant  importance,  and 
one  which  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  the  British  Society  to 
take  into  consideration.  It  may  be  especially  noticed  that 
in  the  older  colonies  pharmaceutical  leaders  have  endeavoured 
to  supply  what  the  1868  Pharmacy  Act  lacks — viz.,  means 
of  regulating  education.  This  is  the  case  in  Canada  and 
Australasia,  and,  although  not  general  in  the  latter,  the 
tendency  of  Australian  pharmaceutical  reform  is  to  raise  the 
qualification  by  extending  the  period  of  training  rather  than 
by  stiffening  the  examination. 

The  Council  of  the  Irish  Society  appears  to  be  quite  alive 
to  the  importance  of  pharmaceutical  reciprocity.  We  cannot 
say  this  of  the  British  Council,  because  on  several  occasions 
it  has  been  apprcached,  particularly  by  Canada  and  Victoriaj 
to  do  something  in  promoting  the  scheme,  but  the  reply  has 
always  been  that  the  Council  has  no  power  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  to  do  anj  thing  of  the  kind.  At  the  present 
time  the  subject  is  being  fervently  discussed  in  the  different 
Australasian  colonies,  but,  although  they  may  agree  amongst 
themselves  to  recognise  each  other's  certificates,  they  are  not 
likely  to  inflaenc8  the  home  authorities  nnks3  they  get 
their  Agents-General  to  move  in  the  matter.  Meanwhile, 
we  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  New  South  Wales  has  been  given  a 
fair  hearing  by  the  Irish  Society,  and  the  private  conference 
which  took  place  between  him  and  the  Council  of  that  body 
recently  seems  to  give  promise  of  a  tie  being  at  last  formed 
between  us  and  our  kinsmen  beyond  the  sea.  New  South 
Wales  has  declined  to  recognise  either  Hie  British  or  Irish 
certificates  until  their  certificates  are  recognised  by  our 
registering  authorities.  We  understand  that  this  is  largely 
dictated  by  the  feeling  that  what  is  good  for  medicine  is 
good  for  pharmacy,  and  since  the  medical  experience  goes 
to  show  that  reciprocity  is  not  a  back-stairs  way  to  qualifi- 
cation, we  trust  that  our  home  authorities  will  look  into 
the  matter  for  the  sake  of  that  Imperial  spirit  which  is  so 
beneficial  to  our  Nation's  interests. 


Wholesale  Prescriptions. 

We  referred  last  week  (page  989)  to  observations  by  the 
British  Medical  Journal  on  the  decay  of  the  art  of  prescrip- 
tion-writing and  the  tendency  of  medical  practitioners  to 
prescribe  medicines  of  a  proprietary  character.  The  subject 
appears  to  have  caught  on,  for  in  the  B  M  J.  of  last 
week  appears  a  letter  signed  by  Messrs.  Dinneford  &  Co., 
Hooper  k  Co.,  W.  E.  Lowe  &  Co.,  V.  L.  Fellows,  G.  Jolley  & 
Co.,  A.  Ralph  Melhuisb,  R.  L.  Wigham,  Godfrey  &  Cooke, 
Pope  Roach  &  Son,  Frank  A.  Rogers,  and  R.  A.  Potts— all 
West-end  pharmacists— expressing  concurrence  with  the 
journal's  views,  and  trusting  that  "  the  medical  profession 
will  raise  its  voice  against  a  system  of  medication  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  public  and  faculty  at  large." 
Mr.  Wright,  Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  also 
ben  the  following  resolution  ;— - 

That  the  Council  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union  fully 
endorses  the  opmio'n  of  the-  editor  WmBffim  Medic'al  Joxn'rtal 


in  denouncing  the  continued  spread  of  prescribing  private 
specialities  instead  of  standard  B.P.  preparations,  recently 
expressed  in  an  article  on  "  Wholesale  Prescriptions  "  in  the  above 
journal. 

The  Lancet  has  something  to  say  on  the  subject,  too,  but 
does  not  throw  much  fresh  light  on  it,  the  more  cogent 
remarks  of  our  contemporary  being  :— 

It  is  probable  that  the  growth  of  the  use  of  proprietary  prepara- 
tions by  medical  men  was  in  the  past  fostered  by  the  difficulty  of 
remembering  the  pharmacopoeial  doses— a  difficulty  which  was 
evaded  by  employing  proprietary  articles.  Careful  consideration 
of  the  current  British  Pharmacopoeia  will  show  that  this  hindrance 
to  the  employment  of  official  preparations  has  to  a  large  extent 
been  removed,  and  that  pharmacopoeia]  drugs  can  now  be  pre- 
scribed with  as  much  facility  as  proprietary  articles.  Whether 
the  average  dispensing  chemist  can  compete  with  the  wholesale 
manufacturer  in  rendering  the  results  of  his  labour  equally  attrac- 
tive in  appearance  scarcely  concerns  the  prescriber.  It  can  un- 
doubtedly be  done  by  a  skilfully-trained  pharmaceutist ;  it  is  for 
him  to  determine  what  profit  accrues  from  the  trouble  involved. 
So  far  as  the  benefit  of  the  patient  is  concerned,  it  appears  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  prescriber  to  order  the  remedy  demanded  by  the 
nature  of  the  complaint,  and  to  indicate  the  form  in  which  it  is  to 
be  dispensed ;  and,  provided  that  the  drugs  supplied  by  the 
chemist  are  of  the  pharmacopoeial  standard  of  purity,  the 
prescriber  should  be  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  whether  the'actual 
preparation  sent  to  his  patient  is  proprietary  or  official.  A 
prescription  which  indicates  the  name  of  a  maker  is  necessarily 
an  advertisement. 

This  is  rather  lukewarm,  but  it  is,  we  think,  possible  to 
exaggerate  the  evil  and  misinterpret  its  origin.  For  example, 
it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  prescribing  of  ready-made 
mixtures  and  the  like  is  due  to  the  push  of  manufacturing 
chemists,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  demand  for  such 
preparations  was  created  by  medical  practitioners  themselves, 
especially  by  those  who  do  their  own  dispensing.  The 
reasons  for  the  demand  were  the  gradually-decreasing  know- 
ledge of  practical  pharmacy  on  the  part  of  medical  practi- 
tioners and  the  desire  of  those  who  do  their  own  dispensing 
to  get  concentrated  preparations  which  on  dilution  yield 
mixtures  for  the  more  common  complaints.  The  demand  for 
such  preparations  was  discouraged  in  the  first  instance,  and 
there  are  some  wholesale  houses  who  continue  to  set  their 
faces  against  it.  We  have  had  a  conversation  this  week  with 
the  manager  of  a  first-class  house  which  ha9  made  strong 
endeavours  to  discourage  physicians  from  relj/ing  upon 
ready-made  compound  preparations  and  any  other  forms  of 
medication  that  might  be  easily  popularised  ;  but  they  have 
been  met  everywhere  with  the  request  to  make  a  nice 
mixture  of  this,  that,  and  the  other  together,  and  if  they  did 
not  do  it  some  other  firm  would.  That  is  the  beginning  of 
specialism  in  many  cases,  and  we  could  give  instances  of 
pharmacoposial  articles  which  have  started  in  that  way. 
There  is  another  aspect  of  the  matter  to  be  considered — viz  , 
how  far  does  the  Pharmacopoeia  meet  the  requirements  of 
physicians  ?  If  standard  B.P.  preparations  are  not  sufficient 
for  them,  as  seems  to  be  the  case,  the  obvious  solution  of  the 
problem  is  to  give  them  more  preparations  ready  for 
administration.  We  have  in  it  purgative  pills  and  powders, 
diaphoretic  and  hasmatinic  mixtures,  laxative  and  tonic 
syrups,  all  more  or  less  old-fashioned,  but  there  are  few 
cough,  stomachic,  antidyspeptic,  and  venereal  mixtures,  for 
all  of  which  and  many  more  there  is  a  demand.  Many 
enterprising  retailers  who  are  on  good  terms  with  prescribes 
succeed  in  satisfying  their  clients  without  much  assistance 
from  large  manufacturers,  but  until  the  British  Pharmacopce'a 
or  the  B.P.C.  Formulary  meets  the  difficulty  referred  to  by 
the  B.M  J.  private  enterprise  will  have  a  free  hand. 

Medical  Prospects  and  Practice. 

At  the  present  time  chemists  and  druggists  are  not  prone  to 
thick  of  the  medical  man's  difficulties.  Chemists  haYe  set 
b'efWe  them  so  c'o'nslan'tTy'i  and  chiefly  by  p'e'o'pl'e  who"  So  riot 
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know  much  about  it,  the  security  oE  the  medical  man  in  his 
titles,  and  his  highly  honourable,  therefore  impregnable,  posi- 
tion owing  to  the  exercise  of  the  law  which  gives  the  Medical 
Ooancil  power  to  remove  the  names  of  objectionable  charac- 
ters fiom  the  register.  These  things  the  ethical  pharmacist 
longs  for,  and  the  longing  is  tinctured  by  thoughts  of  the 
promts  which  go  with  dispensing  done  by  the  medical 
profession  (90  per  cent,  of  medical  practice  is  done  in  that 
way).  Also,  it  is  to  be  noted,  when  the  winter  session  comes 
round  streams  of  inaugural  oratory,  pure  as  crystal  in  its 
culture,  ethical  precepts,  and  strict  etiquette,  invite  to  an 
excursion  into  those  realms  of  fancy  which  the  successful 
practitioner  describes  to  his  future  successors.  The  reality 
is  worth  seeing  now  and  then,  and  we  have  had  two  fair 
examples  of  it  from  Dublin  and  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Tobin  had  to  address  the  students  of  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital,  Dublin,  the  other  week,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
present  the  truth  to  them  with  as  little  embellishment  as 
it  is  possible  for  a  witty  Irishman  to  use.  He  told  the 
students  at  the  outset  that  the  complexity  of  life,  with  it3 
difficulties  and  interests,  loomed  like  a  distant  cloud  before 
them,  and  as  money  might  be  said  to  be  its  electricity  he 
asked  them  to  consider  some  of  the  social  and  economic 
problems  that  influence  the  payment  of  the  profession.  Ha 
consi^erel  that  free  trade  in  medicine  would  b3  a  bad  thing 
for  ths  public,  because  the  public  have  no  means  of  estimating 
ths  value  o£  the  goods  which  the  medicil  profession  offered, 
and  on  matters  medical  th  sir  ignorance  is  only  equalled  by 
their  gullibility.  To  prove  this  he  recalled  how  uncles,  aunts, 
and  cousins  lay  down  the  law  on  difficult  points  in  physiology, 
a  subject  in  which  perhaps  many  of  those  whom  he  addressed 
had,  after  much  study,  been  plucked  three  or  four  times.  The 
man  in  the  street  knows  nothicg  about  the  inside  of  his  watch 
and  is  careful  to  take  it  to  a  watchmaker  when  it  gets  out  of 
order ;  and  as  to  his  own  inside — why,;he  knows  a  great  deal 
about  it,  and  although  all  that  he  knows  is  wrong,  that  does 
not  prevent  him  doing  a  little  doctoring  on  his  own  account. 
The  young  medico  must  keep  that  sort  of  thing  in  mind 
when  he  goes  forth  to  fill  his  place  in  the  profession  in 
which  there  are  no  vacancies  and  no  booking.  So,  having 
selected  the  theatre  (we  are  quoting  Dr.  Tobin's  simile),  the 
young  practitioner  must  join  the  waiting  crowd,  and  with 
steady  pressure  hold  his  own,  and  when  the  door  is  opened 
put  forward  all  that  i3  in  him  to  try  to  get  a  front  seat. 
This  obtained  he  might  occupy  it  with  complacency,  and 
perhaps  after  a  while  turn  round  and  ask,  "Who  are 
these  fellows  crushing  behind  ?  " 

The  first  great  problem  in  the  practice  of  medicine  is  the 
necessity  for  keeping  up  appearances.  The  public  can  only 
gauge  professional  skill  in  an  uncertain  way,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  necessary  to  loom  as  large  as  possible  in  the 
public  eje.  The  painter,  the  musician,  the  litterateur—  even 
the  pure  scientist  can  live  and  dress  as  he  likes  :  his  work 
t;oes  forth  and  speaks  for  itself.  The  shopkeeper  has  to 
advertise  ;  but  he  ciies  up,  as  a  rule,  goods  that  are  not  his 
own  handiwork,  and  for  the  medical  practitioner  is  reserved 
the  temptation — Dr.  Tobin  almost  said  the  necessity — of 
crying  up  himself.  Doctors  may  advertise  by  means  of 
their  hats,  by  the  play  of  their  facial  muscles,  by  titles, 
equipages,  mansions  in  fashionable  squares,  reports  of  cases, 
inaugural  addresses,  or  in  many  like  ways.  Advertisement 
with  the  medical  profession  may  be  described  as  a  keeping- 
up  of  appearances,  and  a  doctor  often  cannot  do  better  than 
put  his  money  into  his  own  business — first,  by  making 
himself  as  efficient  as  possible,  and  then  by  properly 
retting  forth  such  efficiency,  keeping  strictly  within  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  the  wLe  men  who  have  gone  before. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  soar  high  in  "the  estimation  ol  the 


public  and  another  thing  to  act  up  to  it.  Ard  this,  Dr. 
Tobin  showed  his  hearers,  was  the  most  ticklish  part  of  all. 
"  Life,"  it  has  been  said,  "  is  one  long  compromise,  and 
what  we  chiefly  compromise  is  the  truth."  "Now,  un- 
happily," said  the  doctor,  "in  the  practice  of  medicine  the 
truth  at  times  requires  careful  handling.  I  have  known  a 
patient's  pulse  intermit  one  beat  on  every  five  in  being  told 
the  truth,  and  I  have  known  a  rash  use  of  that  virtue  cause 
a  doctor's  fee  to  intermit  in  an  even  greater  degree."  That 
fact  constitutes  a  dangerous  situation.  The  patient  gains 
by  the  economy  of  the  truth  by  which  the  physician  also 
gains,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  what  is  begun  in  the 
patient's  interest  may  be  unwittingly  continued  in  one's 
own.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  doctors,  if  they  value  truth, 
must  be  particularly  on  their  guard  on  those  occasions  when 
they  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  win  a  patient's  con- 
fidence. In  the  first  case  they  are  called  to  they  will 
probably  find  the  patient  expecting  two  things— a  definite 
diagnosis  and  active  treatment.  The  latter  should  wait 
upon  the  former;  and  as  the  lamp  of  science,  much  as  it 
had  been  trimmed  of  late,  does  not  jet  burn  brightly,  while 
the  man  of  science  is  anxiously  and  slowly  trying  to  find 
bis  way  to  the  light,  the  only  thing  he  would  clearly  discern 
would  be  an  expression  of  doubt  on  the  faces  of  the  patient 
and  his  friends  a3  to  the  unhappy  medico's  competence. 

Dr.  Tobin  also  spoke  about  the  question  of  fees,  sajing 
that  a  suitable  fee  should  be  fixed  and  rarely  deviated  frcm. 
In  his  opinion  a  graduated  scale  of  fees  introduces  into  the 
profession  an  element  of  trade  which  is  disastrous  alike  to 
the  patient  and  the  doctor.  This  gives  us  the  connecting-link 
with  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  matter.  There,  the  Lancet 
reports,  a  medical  society  has  been  formed  the  members 
of  which  pledge  themselves  to  the  following  rules : — 

1.  No  member  shall  solicit  private  practice  either  by  advertise- 
ment, circular,  card,  placard,  or  by  making  payments  or  presents 
to  nurses,  midwives,  or  other  persons. 

2.  No  member  shall  be  proprietor  of,  or  in  any  way  derive 
advantage  from  the  sale  of,  any  patent  or  secret  specific. 

3.  No  member  shall  give  testimonials  in  favour  of  any  patent 
or  secret  specific  or  in  any  way  recommend  its  public  use. 

4.  No  member  shall  enter  into  a  compact  with  a  druggist  to 
prescribe  gratuitously  and  at  the  same  time  share  in  the  profits 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  medicine. 

5.  No  member  shall  keep  an  open  shop. 

These  rules  sufficiently  show  the  tone  of  the  Society 
which  works  in  a  non-club  and  working-class  district.  The 
Society  has  drawn  up  a  scale  of  fees,  which  is  the  point 
about  it  that  particularly  interests  our  readers.  The 
following  is  the  scale  for  the  more  common  work  :  — 

The  ordinary  visit  is  Is.,  but  medicine  is  charged  for  at  the  rate 
of  2s.  6d.  for  the  6-oz.  to  8-oz.  bottle  and  of  2s.  for  the  3-oz.  to 
4-oz.  bottle ;  visits  at  night  from  9  p.m.  to  9  a.m.  2s.  6d.,  and 
advice  without  medicine  Is.  6d. ;  dressings  Is. ;  consultations  with 
a  practitioner  5s.,  with  a  consultant  10s.  6d. ;  and  midwifery  fees, 
if  paid  within  the  month,  15s.,  otherwise  a  guinea,  and  a  guinea 
if  the  case  is  protracted  or  difficult. 

This  scale  shows  as  well  as  anything  could  the  hard  lot  of 
the  English  general  practitioner.  It  cannot  be  gratifying 
to  leaders  of  the  profession  to  find  the  united  wisdom  of  a 
local  society  valuing  professional  skill  and  knowledge  at  a 
shilling,  and  the  adventitious  part  that  emanates  from  the 
dispensary  at  half  a  crown.  The  dispensing  charge  is  dis- 
tinctly excessive;  6-oz.  and  8-oz.  mixtures  in  1-oz.  dose 
are  charged  [only  Is.  2d.  to  li.  6d.  by  first-class  chemist; . 
The  Ashton-under-Lyne  charge  may  be  influenced  by  the 
relative  frequency  of  visits  and  physic,  but,  however  that 
may  be,  it  seems  clear  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
doctors  and  pUients  if  the  medicine  were  supplied  by  the 
chemist.  IE  the  doctor  gives  patients  medicine  once  ev,  / 
two  visits,  the  lot  c03ts  the  patient  5«,  ;  bub  if  the  doctor 
permitted  the  chemist  to  dispense  the  medicine,  ha  would 
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keep  up  his  dignity  and  his  fee,  and  the  patient  would  save 
6d.  to  10d.,  or  from  10  to  17  per  cent,  on  a  coarse  of 
treatment.  That  is  an  aspect  of  medical  practice  which  is 
rarely  brought  so  forcibly  before  us,  and  it  is  worth  fixing. 


ONE  SWALLOW  MAKETH  NOT  A  SUMMER. 
The  father  of  David  was  the  High  Priest  of  the  Degene- 
rates, and  he  and  his  brethren,  although  not  of  the  Elect, 
waxed  fat  and  were  powerful  in  the  land.  Whereat  the 
El3ct  grumbled  sore  and  did  naught.  At  length,  goaded  by 
the  increasing  fatness  of  the  Degenerates  and  the  word- 
lashings  of  various  moving  spirits,  they  gathered  up  their 
skirts  and  went  out  to  seek  a  remedy.  And  as  they  wandered 
they  cried  with  aloud  voice  that  the  Degenerates  had  filched 
their  birthright,  and  they  besought  him  who  sat  on  the 
woolsack  to  compel  the  Degenerates  to  go  to  their  places,  and 
that  seven  of  the  Elect  should  come  between  them  and  the 
people.  And  whils  they  cried  the  High  Priest  communed 
with  hi3  kindred,  and  took  one  of  the  Elect  to  his  bosom, 
whereupon  some  fail :  "  The  degenerates  do  fear  and  tremble.' 
"  Not  so,"  replied  the  High  Priest,  "  this  thing  hath  been  my 
dream  for  years.    It  is  a  mere  coincidence/' 

IT  FOUND  US. 
We  receive  many  things  curiously  addressed.    A  specimen 
copy  of  a  scientific  journal  comes  to  us  from  Germany  this 
week  addressed  thus : — 

Herrn  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Daniel  Hamburg, 
London. 

The  late  gifted  pharmacographer  appears  to  have  been 
meant ;  probably  the  name  appears  on  a  canvassing  li3t,  next 
to  Chemist  and  Dbuggist. 

AIT1NG. 

Although  the  last  word  on  the  coapiny  question  has  not 
been  spoken,  we  feel  that  with  the  meeting  of  London  West- 
End  chemists  on  Wednesday  evening  the  present  epoch  of 
the  controversy  may  safely  be  closed,  especially  as  we  are 
on  the  eve  of  important  action  in  the  matter.  It  now 
remains  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity which  is  offered  to  them,  and  to  make  the  besi 
bargain  they  possibly  can  for  those  who  are  entitled  to  look 
to  them  for  protection— we  mean  registered  chemists  and 
druggists  who  have  williDgly  met  increatiDg  demands  for 
higher  education  in  order  that  the  public  might  be  a3su-red 
of  the  best  qualification  in  retailers  of  poisons.  The  Govern- 
ment awaits  the  co-operation  of  the  Council  in  the  matter, 
and  although  it  is  doubtful  whether  qualified  directorship  or 
a  known  manager  in  each  shop  will,  with  the  protection  of 
title,  be  the  ultimate  modus  vicendi,  there  is  sufficient 
diversity  of  opinion  on  the  Council  to  ensure  that  thorough 
representation  of  the  most  reasonable  views  will  be  presented 
to  the  Government. 

THE  PHARMACIST  IN  FICTION. 
In  our  issue  of  October  14,  page  619,  Mr.  James  Reid  drew 
attention  to  the  slighting  way  in  which  pharmacy  is 
spoken  of  by  story-tellers  who  ought  to  know  better,  and 
now  another  correspondent  tends  us  what  lis  describes  as 
a  much  worse  instance.  In  Mr  !<'.  Anstey's  book  "  Vice- Versa," 
chapter  4,  page  68,  the  following  passage  occurs  :— 

Very  slowly  and  reluctantly  Coggs  brought  out  uf  one  pocket 
alter  another  r;everal  neat  little  white  packets,  made  up  with  that 
Uvifch  expenditure  of  time,  string,  and  sealing-wax  by  which  the 
struggling  chemist  seaka  to  reconcile  the  public  inind'to  a  charge 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  oa  cost  price,  and  hindei 
them  to  Doctor  Grirnstone. 

Our  correspondent  hopes,  after  reading  this,  that  we  will 
forthwith  open  a  subscription-list  in  order  to  raise  a  fund  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  no.elist.  What  do  oui  reader  s  think  ? 


"THE  ABSENT-MINDED  CUTTER." 
Our  verses  with  the  above  title  in  our  issue  of  December  9 
were  promptly  copied  by  the  Grocer.    In  a  preliminary  note 
the  editor  says : — 

The  C.  &  D.  has  modified  Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling  into  soma 
capital  verses  on  "The  Absent-minded  Cutter."  By  substituting' 
a  word  here  and  there,  we,  in  turn,  have  modified  him,  as  below, 
and  our  readers'  approval  will,  we  are  quite  sure,  be  sufficient 
apology  to  our  smart  contemporary. 

The  modifications  are  slight,  and  are  only  such  as  will 
point  the  moral  more  pungently  to  that  enterprising  journals 
clientele.  A  veteran  correspondent  informs  us  that  "the 
parody  is  by  far  the  finest  that  has  appeared,  and  should  be 
printed  large  and  hung  in  every  chemist  and  druggist's  shop 
in  the  kingdom." 

RECOGNITION  OF  A  KIND. 
It  is  passing  strange  how  financial  papers  succeed  in 
putting  things  the  wrong  way  when  they  get  past  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  to  technicalities.  The  following  is  the 
way  in  which  the  Rialto  begins  favourable  comment  upon 
Mr.  Davis's  speech  to  Parke's  Drug-stores  shareholders:  — 

Now  that  the  principle  of  limited  liability  has  been  so  largely 
recognised  by  the  pharmaceutical  fraternity,  and  we  have  our 
drug-store  companies  invading  every  important  street  in  our  big 
cities  and  extending  their  branches  into  every  town  of  consider- 
able population,  it  is  interesting  to  study  the  effects  of  the 
movement. 

"  Reduction  of  prices  "  is,  of  course,  the  immediate  effect, 
but  recognition  by  the  pharmaceutical  fraternity  has  still  to 
come,  we  fancy. 

FUTURE  PHARMACOPOEIAS. 

At  the  last  scientific  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmacy,  Dr.  Charles  Rice,  editor  of  the  United  States 
Pharmacopceia,  read  an  able  paper  on  some  phaimacopceial 
problems  which  he  advanced  for  consideration  owing  to  the 
approaching  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  One  of  his 
ideas  was  that  the  word  pharmacopceia  will  soon  caase  to 
be  strictly  applicable  to  the  works  now  produced,  as  they 
are  becoming  less  books  of  directions  for  making  medicines 
than  books  prescriptive  for,  or  descriptive  of,  medicines. 
The  reason  for  that  is,  he  said,  that 

exacting  demands  are  made  at  the  present  day,  under  various 
laws,  upon  the  quality  of  medicines  dispensed  by  pharmacists,  and  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  latter  become  more  and  more 
unwilling  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  the  quality,  and 
particularly  the  exact  strength,  of  the  preparations  they  dispense, 
but  that  they  prefer  to  shift  this  responsibility  upon  the  manu- 
facturer, more  especially  when  the  latter  assures  them  that  he  is 
willing  to  assume  tho  responsibility  himself.  This  matter  of 
responsibility  for  the  quality  of  medicines  in  combination  with 
considerations  of  economy,  particularly  by  the  saving  of  time, 
space,  labour,  and  wages,  has  brought  it  about  that  the  manu- 
facture of  certain  classes  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  is 
becoming  more  and  more  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  large  firms, 
and  that  the  function  of  the  pharmacist — at  least  of  the  con- 
scientious pharmacist — is  chiefly  confined  to  an  examination  of 
tho  preparations  which  he  buys  by  means  of  such  tests  as  ara 
available  to  him, 

There  ia  much  truth  in  these  remarks,  and  they  are  now 
felt  in  thi3  country  as  well  as  in  the  Uniied  Siates.  D.-. 
Rice,  ia  the  course  of  his  paper,  advocated  the  introduction 
of  doses  in  the  new  U.S. P.,  the  introduction  of  newer 
remedies  of  which  the  exact  composition  is  known  and  can 
be  determined,  and  that  the  principle  of  standardisation 
thouldbe  extended,  but  that  to  phjeiolo^icil  tea  s  should  ba 
introduced, 


BIr.  Henry  James  Berry  (71),  2i  Porchester  Gardens,  Baj  s- 
water,  retired  pharmaceutical  chemist  (formerly  of  Worthing), 
on  December  14  was  going  down  stairs,  when  he  slipped  and  fell 
to  the  bottom,  fracturing  his  skull.  He  died  on  Sunday.  The 
facts  transpired  at  the  Coroner's  inquest  held  on  Wednesday. 
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West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

The  first  annual  dirner  of  this  school  was  held  in  the 
Cockhurn  Hall,  Glasgow,  on  December  14.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  T.  MabeD,  F.C.S.,  one  of  the  principals  of 
the  College,  aDd  he  was  supported  by  Dr.  Thomson,  Messrs. 
W.  L.  Currie,  J.  A.  Russell,  D.  WatsoD,  J.  P.  Gilmour,  T.  S. 
Barrie,  and  others  Messrs.  Irvine  and  Carson  officiated  as 
croupiers,  and  upwards  of  sixty  were  present.  After  dinner 
and  the  loyal  toasts,  the  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotlani 
Association,"  referred  to  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  depre- 
cated the  discontinuing  of  the  Preliminary  examination  by 
which  the  Society  suffer  a  permanent  loss  of  at  least  500Z.  a 
year ;  but  there  would  be  an  immediate,  though,  perhaps, 
temporary  loss  of  1,CG0Z.  additional,  while  the  expense  to  the 
candidates  would  be  largely  increased.  He  also  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  examination  would  be  the 
same  in  standard  as  the  medical  Preliminary,  which  was  not 
to  be  raised,  and  spoke  of  the  woik  done  by  the  Glasgow 
Association. 

Mr.  Currie,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  agreed  that  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  Society  had  left  the  Preliminary 
examination  in  their  own  hands.  Spraking  of  the  Glasgow 
Association,  he  said  there  were  now  two.  The  senior  Associa- 
tion had  not  this  year  drawn  up  a  regular  programme  of 
meetings,  for  they  relied  on  the  young  men  a  good  deal,  and 
they  did  not  want  to  multiply  meetings  and  thus  divide  the 
interest.  Mr.  Maben  had  spoken  of  him  as  a  future  coun- 
cillor, but,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  there  was  little 
prospect  of  that. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  proposed  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  to 
which  Dr.  Thomson  replied. 

Mr.  Anderson  Russell  proposed  "Success  to  the  West  of 
Scotland  College,"  and  in  doing  so  referred  to  the  advantages 
students  now  enjoyed  compared  with  tlie  condition  of  things 
when  he  was  a  student. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie  replied,  after  which  "The  health  of  the 
Chairman  "  was  toasted.  During  the  evening  several  songs 
and  recitations  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Carrie,  Irvine, 
Lochhead,  and  the  Chairman. 

C.AA.  Social, 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Assosiation  concluded  the  first 
half  of  the  session  in  December  14  with  a  most  successful 
"  musical  social."  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews  presided,  and  was 
supported  by  a  small  but  appreciative  audience.  An  excellent 
programme,  consisting  of  soDgs  by  Messrs.  H.  B.  Everson, 
Leckonby,  Martin,  and  Dor  oily,  recitations  by  Mr.  S.  A. 
Walton,  and  flute-solos  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Everson,  were  greatly 
enjoyed.  The  duties  of  accompanist  were  ably  performed 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  Brady. 

Newcastle  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 
A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  this  Association 
was  held  on  December  13  at  the  Hotel  Me  tropole,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  Mr.  0.  Ridley  (President)  in  the  chair.  An  excellent 
and  varied  programme  was  gone  through.  The  proceedings 
closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  being  accorded  to  the  artistes 
and  also  to  the  President.  A  collection  amounting  to 
21.  4«.  Id.  was  made  for  the  Reservists'  Fund. 


Manual  of  Phahmaceuiical  Tesiing.— This  little 
work,  which  is  so  valuable  that  not  only  the  majority  of 
pharmacists  in  Great  Britain  employ  it  daily  as  a  practical 
laboratory-companion,  but  very  many  in  the  United  States 
tied  similar  use  for  it,  has  been  revised  to  make  it  accord 
with  the  latest  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  which 
was  issued  a  year  ago.  In  other  respects  it  differs  little  from 
the  first  edition,  published  in  1891,  having,  however,  incor- 
porated in  it  the  substance  of  notes  accumulated  by  the 
author  during  the  interim.  In  addition,  the  editorial  staff 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  who  publish  the  work, 
have  given  the  benefit  of  their  researches  aDd  made  numerous 
emendation?,  with  the  view  of  bringing  it  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  day.  It  is  a .  thoroughly  practical  table- 
companion,  apd  as  such  deserves  the  wide  circulation  it  has 
attairfe'd. — FhtiWa'dceuiitfat 


£raoe*flDarft0  Hpplteo  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.O.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  December  6, 1899. 

Device  of  Christmas  cracker ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  C.  H. 
Collier  &  Co.,  31  Major  Street,  Manchester.  226,271. 

Device  of  white  umbrella  and  wording  ;  for  chemical  substances, 
By  Kerr,  Tarruck  &  Co.,  11  Clive  Street,  Calcutta. 

"  NicoirciDE,"  (no  claim  for  "  Nico  ") ;  for  chemical  substances. 
By  W.  A.  and  G.  Maxwell  &  Co.,  63  South  John  Street, 
Liverpool.  225,787. 

"  Calasco  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  the  Patant  Borax 
Company  (Limited),  194  Ledsam  Street,  Ladywood,  Birming- 
ham. 226,790. 

Portrait  and  signature  of  applicant;  for  chemical  substances 
By  J.  E.  Coderre,  2,123  Notre  Dame  Street,  Montreal. 
225,531. 

"  SANOcnrNOij"  (no  claim  for  "  Sano ") ;  for  medicine.  By  E, 
Langlield,  Angerstrasse  23,  Hamburg.  226,142. 

"Resaldol";  for  a  pharmaceutical  product.  By  F.  Bayer  & 
Co.,  Kbnig  Strasse  27,  Elberfeld,  Germany.  226,771. 

"  Tkexophyton  "  ;  for  surgical  trusses.  By  J.  D.  Day,  30  Fitz- 
william  Square,  Dublin.  226,493. 

Pictorial  device  (essential  particular) ;  for  mineral  and  aerated 
waters.  By  W.  Hay  (Limited),  18  Anlaby  Road,  Hull, 
225,402. 

Signature  of  applicant ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By 
J.  F.  Harrington,  45  Kensington  High  Street,  W.  226,579. 

Signature  of  applicant;  for  aerated,  &c,  waters.  By  Blanche  J, 
Nicole,  104  Holly  Park  Road,  Friern  Barnet.  226,670. 

"  Scuupcofus,"  wording,  and  emblematical  design  (the  essential 
particulars  are  the  combination  devices  and  word  "  Scurf- 
gofus  "  ;  no  claim  for  "  Scurf ") ;  for  a  scurf-pomade.  By  C. 
Dibben,  21  High  Street,  Maldon,  Essex.  225,158. 

"  Excelia  "  (no  claim  for  "  Excel ") ;  for  skin-tonic.  By  Loubette 
et  Cie.,  20  Grosvenor  Park,  London,  S.E.  225,470. 

"Calasko";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  the  Patent 
Borax  Company  (Limited),  194  Ledsam  Street,  Ladywood, 
Birmingham.  226,793. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  13, 1899.) 

"Bluine"  (no  claim  for  "  Blue  ") ;  for  chemicals  and  oils.  By 
G.  A.  Conant,  6  Chatham  Row,  Boston,  U.S.A.  223,210, 
223,211,  223,212. 

"Linoxyd"  (no  claim  for  "  Oxide  "  or  "  Oxyd  ") ;  for  chemicals 
and  rubber-substitutes,  &c.  By  Oxylin-Werke  Actien- 
Gesellschaft,  7  Plagwitzer  Strasse,  Leipsig.  225,579,  225,580, 
225,581,  225,582,  225,583. 

Circular  device,  with  firm's  name  and  address  in  white  letters  on 
black  ground  ;  for  synthetical  indigo.  By  the  Badische  Anilin 
and  Soda  Fabl-ik,  Ludwigshafen-on- Rhine.    226,464,  226,465. 

"  Assyiuan  Bull  "  ;  for  silicates  of  soda  and  potash,  disinfecting 
soap,  glycerin  and  oils.  By  C.  Thomas  &  Brothers  (Limited), 
Bristol.   226,699,  226,700,  226,701,  226,702,  226,703. 

"  Anttvebm "  ;  for  veterinary  medicines.  By  J.  E.  Shacklock, 
M.R.C.V.S.,  69  Scotgate,  Stamford.  225,302. 

Picture  of  a  bull's  head ;  for  mustard  and  mustard  oil  for 
veterinary  purposes.  By  J.  &  J.  Colman,  Norwich. 
225,425. 

"Equisan"  (no  claim  for  "Equi");  for  a  veterinary  skin-euro. 
Corry  &  Co.  (Limited),  13  Finsbury  Street,  E.C.  226,542. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  of  label  bearing  picture  of  a 
rock  in  the  ocean' and  wording;  for  a  medicine.  By  the 
Boulder  Cure  Company,  48  Fonthill  Road,  Kirkdale,  Liver- 
pool. 224,840. 

"  Boksyl  "  (no  claim  for"Bor");  for  a  medicated  powder.  By 
the  Chomische  Fabrik  Dahine,  2  Tuckanor  Chaussee,  Dahmc, 
near  Berlin.  225,012. 

"  Oxo  "  (no  claim  for  "  Ox  " I ;  for  chemicals.  By  Liebig's  Extract 
of  Meat  Company  (Limited),  9  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C. 
225,286. 

" Antitfermine"  mentioned  last  week,  is  applied  for  by  Messrs' 
Davies,  Gibbins  £  Co.,  Derby,  not  by  Mr.  Ernst,  who 
claims  "  Anusol." 
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Advance,  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
'"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETIKG  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on 
December  14,  Mr.  A.  S.  Back  in  the  chair.  The  attendance 
was  very  thin  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  A  paper  by  Messrs. 
K.  C.  Cowley  and  J.  P.  Catford  was  read,  entitled 

"Liquor  Bismutiii, 

the  essential  conditions  for  ensmirig  its  perfect,  rapid,  and 
economical  preparation." 

Having  alluded  to  the  formulae  for  the  liquor  in  the  7867 
and  1885  Pharmacopoeias,  and  the  objections  to.  the  dry 
bismuth  citrate  of  the  latter,  the  authors  referred  to 
MacEwan's  suggestion  to  use  freshly  precipitated  citrate,  and 
hisformulabasedonthatidea(<7.<$-iX,1886,i ,  page  17;  "Phar- 
maceutical Formulas."  page  528).  The  chief  objection  to  this 
process  is  the  loss  of  bismuth,  which  MacEwan  stated  to  be 
abont  3  per  cent.,  but  the  authors  find  the  loss  to  be  much 
greater  if  ammonia  is  added  in  excess.  The  present  B.P. 
formula  appears  quite  simple,  but  in  carrying  out  the  direc- 
tions it  is  often  difficult  to  get  the  precipitate  free  from 
nitric  acid,  and  when  washed  until  free  it  does  not  completely 
dissolve  in  solution  of  ammonia.  For  this  reason  pharma- 
cists still  employ  MacEwan's  process  or  the  dry  bismuth 
citrate  as  ordered  in  the  1885  Pharmacopceia.  From  a  con- 
siderable number  of  experiments  the  authors  have  deter- 
mined that  the  best  proportions  are  as  follows :— (a) 
Sufficient  of  the  citric  radicle  to  combine  with  all  the 
bismuth  ;  (b)  sufficient  of  a  fixed  alkali  to  combine  with  all 
the  free  nitric  acid  plus  the  nitric  radicle  in  the  bismuth 
oxynitrate  (this  does  not  apply  where  ammonia  is  used). 
Comparing  this  with  the  pharmacoprcial  formula,  it  will  be 
seen  that,  curiously  enough,  the  latter  orders  sufficient 
citric  radicle  to  combine  with  the  bismuth,  provided  the 
potassium  citrate  is  100  per  cent.  pure.  The  purity  of  this 
salt  as  given  in  the  B.P.  is  98  per  cent.,  but  actually  in 
commerce  the  salt  is  often  much  less  pure  :  one  sample 
examined  was  just  under  9i  per  cent.  pure.  The  total 
amount  of  alkali  is  a'so  insufficient  to  neutralise  the 
nitric  acid.  Thus  we  have  the  conditions  to  produce  an 
admixture  of  basic  bismuth  nitrate  with  the  bismuth 
citrate,  which  will  require  at  least  a  week's  washing  to  wash 
it  free  from  nitric  acid,  or,  in  other  words,  to  wash  out  the 
nitric  radicle  from  the  basic  bismuth  nitrate.  The  authors 
having  described  the  rationale  of  the  process,  proceeded  to 
say  that  in  MacEwan's  formula  50  per  cent,  more  nitric  acid 
is  employed  than  in  the  1898  B.P.  formula.  This  is  notat  all 
necessary ;  in  fact,  with  the  increased  proportion  of  nitric 
acid,  the  amount  of  bismuth  left  in  solution  is  much  greater 
than  when  the  smaller  amount  of  acid  is  used. 

After  precipitating  the  bismuth  citrate  by  strong  alkali 
the  thick  cream  should  be  dilated  with  hot  water  to  the 
volume  of  the  liquor  it  is  about  to  produce.  This  is  well 
cooled  before  transferring  it  to  the  filter.  It  will  then  be  in 
a  granular  compact  state  holding  comparatively  little  fluid. 
The  filtrate  will  be  bright,  and  will  not  deposit  as  it  would  if 
filtered  whilst  warm.  Another  advantage  is  that  it  does  net 
require  much  water  to  free  it  from  nitrates  beyond  that 
necessary  to  displace  the  original  liquid.  The  whole  of  the 
filtrate  should  contain  not  more  than  1  per  cent,  of  the 
bismuth  used  Equally  successful  results  cau  bj  obtained 
bv  using  the  hydrate,  carbonate,  or  bicarbonate  of  any  fixed 
alkali.  It  is  only  necessary  to  know  their  real  strength  in 
comparison  with  the  nitric  acid  used,  and  to  use  suliijient 
to  decompose  all  the  oxynitrate,  but  not  so  much  as  to 
render  the  liquid  alkaline,  or  it  would  affect  the  bismuth 
citrate.  To  guard  against  this  a  slight  excess  of  citric  acid 
above  the  calculated  quantity  (48  3  grammes  for  1  litre) 
should  be  used. 

The  next  step  is  to  dissolve  the  citrate  in  solution  of 


70  grammes 

50  c.c. 

50  grammes 


ammonia.  An  interesting  point  in  the  formation  of  the 
ammomo- citrate  is  that  it  does  not  require  twice  the  number 
of  ammonia  molecules  to  dissolve  the  bismuth  citrate,  even 
allowing  for  slight  alkaline  reaction  required  by  the  Pharma- 
copoeia •  50  c  c.  of  10-per-cent.  liquor  ammoniac  is  all  that  is 
neces=ary—  i.e ..  3  molecules  to  2  molecules  of  the  bismuth 
saH  The  ammonia  should  be  diluted  with  4  volumes  of 
water  and  poured  on  the  contents  of  the  filter.  The  Phar- 
macopoeia allows  for  a  loss  of  6  5  per  cent,  of  bismuth 
oxvnitrate,  but  by  the  above  process  the  loss  is  practically 
1  per  cent.,  so  that  the  final  liquid  will  bear  dilution  to 
1  050  c.c.  instead  of  to  1  litre  as  the  B.P.  states. 

'  The  percentage  of  loss,  calculated  as  oxynitrate  in  the 
filtrate,  is  as  follows  :— 

MacEwan's  process  using  120  gramme  molecules  to  23  gramme 
molecules  of  BiO.NO-;  101  gramme  molecules  of  NH3  will  make  a 
clear  solution  with  half;  if  no  more  be  added  an  enormous  loss  of 
bismuth  will  result,  even  as  much  as  15  per  cent.  In  practice 
doubtless  an  excess  of  ammonia  is  used  :  126  gramme  molecules 
will  precipitate  the  maximum  proportion  leaving 

in  solution   •••   ,   -       •••  .    -    *3  percent. 

B.P.  proportion  of  acid  80  to  23  (sp.  gr.  of  liquor 

1-070)    los3    b'°  » 

Ditto,  using  NaOH     ..."  »     ^  i> 

Ditto,     „    NaHC03   (Sp.  gr.  of  liquor .1-080)    „     0  72  ,, 
Ditto,    „   KHC03    —      -      »     1,06     »  . 

These  determinations  were  all  made  as  sulphide,  therefore 
they  are  comparative  only  ;  lower  results  would  ba  oblained 
if  weighed  as  oxide. 

The  best  working  formula  to  prepare  a  litre  of  liquor 
bismuthi  is  the  following  :— 

Bismuth  oxynitrate   

Nitric  acid  (sp.  gr.  1-42) 

Distilled  water,  of  each   

Citric  acid    •••       •■■  ••• 

Bicarbonate  of  potash,  103  grammes  ;  or  soda,  tb'D 
grammes;  or  solution  of  subcarbonate  or 
hydrate,  q.s.  equivalent  to  128  c.c.  of  the  diluted 
nitric  acid.'* 

Dissolve  the  bismuth  in  the  diluted  nitric  acid  by  gently 
warming,  add  the  citric  acid  dissolved  in  a  little  water  (and 
if  a  carbonate  is  used  two-thirds  of  it  may  be  mixed  with  the 
citric  acid)  ;  lastly,  add  gradually  the  alkali  solution,  stirring 
well ;  dilute  with  hot  water  to  about  a  litre,  cool,  filter, 
wash  frea  from  nitrate.  Pour  on  to  the  citrate  60  c.c.  of 
liq  ammonite  10  per  cent.,  diluted  to  200  c.c.  with  water. 
Return  ammoniacal  filtrate  until  all  the  bismuth  citrate 
is  taken  up ;  then  dilute  to  a  litre  or  to  the  required 
gravity,  1070. 

At  the  conclusion  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
authors,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  John  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr  Prosper  H.  Maesden. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  referring  to  the  valuable  character  of  the 
contribution,  said  it  was  a  distinct  step  towards  the  perfec- 
tion of  a  preparation  which  had  been  the  cause  of  a  large 
amount  of  trouble  to  pharmacists,  and  which  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  en  equally  large  amount  of  literature.  The 
authors  seemed  to  have  solved  the  difficulties  besetting  the 
preparation  of  the  liquor,  and  in  future  chemists  would  be 
able  to  make  it  satisfactorily  and  easily  for  themselves. 

Mr.  John  Smith  drew  attention  to  the  use  of  hot  solu- 
tions to  cause  tbe  precipitated  bismuth  citrate  to  aggregate, 
and  said  the  t  hanks  of  all  pharmacists  were  due  to  Messrs. 
Cowley  and  Catford  for  a  simple  method  of  saving  the  lone; 
washing  previously  wantei  by  the  citrate  in  the  B  P.  method 
before  it  could  be  said  to  be  free  from  nitrates. 

The  brightness,  freedom  from  colour,  and  absence  of 
evident  excess  of  ammonia  in  the  exhibited  samples  made  by 
the  process  were  allude  d  to  by  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Maesden, 
who  said  that  these  specimens  were  far  and  away  superior  to 
the  ordinary  ones  obtained  from  the  trade  sources. 


*  The  bicarbonates  may  be  weighed  as  pure,  being  fairly  con- 
stant in  purity,  but  snbearbonates  or  hydrates,  being  variable  in 
strength,  are  best  made  into  solution  10  to  20  per  cent,  (soda 
crystals  30  per  cent.),  and  titrated  with  the  diluted  acid.  _  If 
128  minims  of  the  diluted  nitric  acid  is  neutralised  by  X  minims 
of  the  alkali  solution,  then  x  c.e.  of  the  alkali  solution  is  required. 
If  liq.  ammonia;  be  used,  deduct  one-tenth,  or  titrate  with  115 
minims  of  acid  instead  of  128  minims,  or  if  a  burette  is  used 
11-5  c.c.  instead  of  128  c.c. 
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Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  wa9  held  at  the  Exchange  Rooms,  Birmingham, 
on  December  13,  tinder  the  presidency  of  Mr.  F,  A,  Spear, 
when  Mr.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc,  read  a  series  of 

Laboratory  Notes, 

Small  Jaborandi-leaves  as  an  Adulterant  of  Coca-leaves 
was  the  title  cf  the  first  of  these.  A  sample  parcel  of  coca- 
leaves  recently  obtained  from  a  London  broker  was  found  to 
consist  of  from  40  to  50  per  cent,  of  small  jaborandi-leaves 
mixed  with  Bolivian  coca.  The  bulk  of  the  adulterant 
leaves  had  the  following  characters : — From  f  inch  to  1^  inch 
in  length,  from  §  inch  to  1  inch  broad,  margin  entire, 
revolute,  unequal  at  the  base,  without  petiole,  oval-oblong  in 
shape.  A  smaller  proportion  of  lanceolate  leaves  with  short 
petioles,  but  in  other  respects  similar,  was  also  present,  but 
the  characters  of  the  two  varieties  corresponded  generally 
with  those  described  by  Holmes  as  belonging  to  Pilocarpvs 
microphylliis  and  P.  spicatus  respectively.  Both  varieties  may 
readily  be  distinguished  from  coca-leaves,  the  apex  of  which 
is  quite  different,  and  which  possess  the  well-known  curved 
line  from  base  to  apex  at  each  side  of  the  midrib.  The 
leaves  were  extracted  and  pilocarpine  obtained  from  them. 

Aqueous  Tincture  of  Opium  of  Commerce. — Som-?  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  alkaloidal  strength  of  this  tincture  appears 
to  exist,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to  endeavour  to  clear 
up  the  matter  by  examining  samples  from  seven  wholesale 
houses  and  analysing  them.    The  results  were  as  follows  : — ■ 


Sp.  gr. 

Extrac- 
tive 

Alcohol 
by  vol. 

Morphine 

Compara- 
tive Colour 

No.  1  . 

..  0-986 

3-10 

20-71 

0-681 

17 

No.  2  . 

..  0-985 

3-22 

21-19 

0-778 

14 

No.  3  . 

..  0'989 

4-28 

2119 

0-700 

17 

No.  4  . 

..  C'998 

5-09 

1717 

0-967 

19 

No.  5  . 

..  0-968 

3-48 

38-04 

0-781 

20-5 

No.  6  . 

..  0-983 

2-54 

22-18 

0-381 

19 

No.  7  . 

..  0-976 

4-24 

32-98 

0-739 

23 

Extractive,  alcohol,  and  morphine  are  given  in  parts  per 
cent,  by  volume.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  the 
samples  approximated  to  the  morphine  strength  of  the  B.P. 
tincture  of  opium  (0'75  per  cent.),  and  this  percentage  should 
be  the  recognised  standard  for  the  tincture.  A  mixture  of 
3  parts  of  water  with  1  part  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol  appears 
to  be  the  menstruum  most  commonly  used. 

Loss  of  Strength  in  the  Official  Ethyl- nitrite  Prepara- 
tions.— In  December  of  last  year  four  20-oz.  stoppered  bottles, 
filled  respectively  with  (A.)  solution  of  ethyl  nitrite, 
(  B)  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  with  10  grammes  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  (C)  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  (D)  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
were  put  aside  for  periodical  examination  of  strength. 
Bottle  D  was  placed  in  a  cool,  dark  cellar.  On  each  suc- 
cessive day  for  sixty  days,  5  c.c.  of  liquid  was  removed  from 
each  of  the  bottles  A,  B,  and  C,  and  the  strength  ascertained 
by  the  official  process.  During  the  whole  of  the  sixty  days 
the  bottles  were  kept  on  the  laboratory  shelves,  the  con- 
ditions being  similar  to  those  at  the  dispensing-counter. 
The  results,  in  terms  of  volumes  of  nitric-oxide  gas  yielded 
by  100  c.c.  of  the  liquids,  were  as  follows  : — ■ 

ABC 

December  14,  1st  day    929-2  ...  789-8  ...  789'8 

December  24,  10th  day    862-3  ...  743'2  ...  721-9 

January  3, 20th  day    859-18  ...  702-6  ...  658-3 

January  13, 30th  day    843'9  ...  656'3  ...  597'9 

January  23,  40th  day    814-2  ...  619-6  ...  541-2 

February  2, 50th  day    804  ...  563  ...  498-1 

February  12,  60th  day    796  ...  475-3  ...  416-6 

T:  e  sample  D,  originally  of  the  same  strength  as  B  and  0, 
was  found  at  the  end  of  sixty  days'  storage  in  a  cool,  dark 
cellar  to  have  a  strength  corresponding  to  a  yield  of  730  c.c. 
psr  cent,  of  nitric-oxide  gas,  from  which  it  appears  (1)  that 
the  liq.  ethyl,  nit.  keeps  well,  (2)  that  spt.  rether.  nit.  in 
sixty  days  falls  below  the  minimum  B.P.  requirements, 
(3)  that  a  small  quantity  of  alkaline  carbonate  slightly 
retards  loss  of  strength,  and  (4)  that  spt.  sether.  nit.  kept  in 
full  bottles  in  a  cool,  dark  place  diminishes  little  in  strength. 

Mr.  Barclay  expressed  his  indebtedness  to  Messrs.  Mann 
and  Barnes,  for  assistance  given  him  in  preparing  the  paper. 
After  the  reading  of  the  paper  an  interesting  discussion  took 
place,  in  which  the  Chairman,  Messrs.  Selby,  Bell, 
Jessop,  and  others  took  part. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

AN  evening  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh 
on  December  20,  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Chairman  of  the  Executive/ 
presiding. 

Appreciation. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  like,  before  beginnicg  the 
business,  to  refer  to  the  loss  which  the  Society  had 
sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Stanford,  of  Dalmuir.  Most  of 
the  members,  he  said,  would  remember  Mr.  Stanford  as 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  which  met 
in  Edinburgh  in  1892.  Personally,  he  had  frequently  to 
meet  him  in  connection  with  the  Conference,  atd  he  did 
not  think  anyone  could  meet  a  more  genial  gentleman  than  Mr. 
Stanford.  He  was  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  a  life- 
member  of  the  Society,  and  although  he  did  not  practise 
ph  irmacy  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  pharmaceutical  affairs — 
but  for  his  death  they  would  have  had  a  paper  from  him  at 
their  evening  meetings  this  session.  He  (the  Chairman) 
thought  they  should  record  their  regret  at  having  lost  so 
active  a  member  of  the  Society  in  Scotland. 

The  meeting  agreed  to  this,  and  authorised  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary  to  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Stanford. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ddnlop,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Glasgow, 
communicated  two  papers.    The  first  was  on 

An  Incompatible  Strychnine  Mixture. 

The  following  prescription  was  dispensed  : — 

Liq.  sod.  arson.       ...    §ss. 

Liq.  strych  3so, 

M. 

A  few  minutes  after  the  liquors  were  mixed  the  inside  of  the 
bottle  became  covered  with  a  granular  deposit,  which 
increased  on  standing  and  became  crystalline.  It  was 
washed,  dissolved  in  methylated  spirit,  and  on  examination 
was  found  to  be  strychnine.  The  question  arose,  What  caused 
the  precipitate?  "  Squire "  gave  no  clue,  but  the  B.P.  says 
sodium  arsenate  "  yields  an  alkaline  solution."  Liq.  strych. 
1835  does  not  give  the  precipitate  owing  to  the  excess  of 
aoid  in  it  neutralising  the  alkalinity  of  toe  arsenieal  solu- 
tion. Two  and  a  half  minims  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid 
makes  1  oz.  of  liq.  sod.  arsen.  faintly  acid,  and  this  is  quite 
compatible  with  liq.  strych.  hydrochlor.  1898.  This  observa- 
tion suggests  an  amendment  of  the  formula  for  making  liq. 
sod.  arsen.,  and  accounts  for  the  opalescence  which  is  pro- 
duced when  liq.  sod.  arsen.  is  added  to  mixtures  containing 
sfyr.  ferri  iodid. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  George  Lunan 
said  he  had  tried  mixing  solutions  of  strychnine  hydro- 
chloride and  sodium  arsenate,  and  found  his  experience 
agreed  generally  with  Mr.  Dunlop's  in  regard  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  precipitate.  Although  Mr.  Dunlop's  results  were 
somewhat  different  from  his,  he  thought  it  was  due  to  the 
alkalinity  of  the  sodium  arsenate.  The  salt  was  crystallised 
from  an  alkaline  solution,  and  the  alkalinity  might  be  due  to 
traces  of  alkali.  A  salt  such  as  sodium  phosphate  behaved  in 
a  similar  way.  It  was  evident  that  this  mixture  was  not 
compatible,  and  they  might  go  so  far  in  altering  the 
Pharmacopoeia  by  making  it  neutral.  That  would  be  the 
only  way  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  patients. 

Mr.  Dott  said  the  principal  lesson  of  the  paper  was  to 
paint  out  how  exceeaingly  iash  medical  men  were  in  pre 
scribing  mixtures  without  thinking  of  the  consequences. 
Ha  could  not  understand  the  reason  for  prescribing  these 
two  liquors  together,  and  no  care  seemed  to  be  taken  to 
ensure  the  solubility  of  any  compound  that  might  be 
formed.  Sodium  arsenate  generally  exhibited  a  trace  of 
carbonate,  and  the  precipitation  might  be  attributed  to  that. 
He  did  not  think  the  explanation  of  alkalinity  was  correct : 
it  was  not  probable  that  the  salt  would  decompose  in  sola, 
tion.  It  should  be  quite  possible  to  get  a  pure  salt  and  a 
neutral  solution. 

Dr.  Coull  said  thi3  note  was  interesting  both  to  dis- 
pensers and  manufacturers.  He  thooght  the  sodium 
arsenate  was  at  fault,  and  carbonate  was  present,  due  to  the 
process  of  manufacture.  He  did  not  think  the  alkalinity 
of  sodium  arsenate  was  due  to  the  dissociation  of  the  sodium 
arsenate  in  solution. 
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Mr.  MacDougall  spoke  of  the  practical  information  which 
Mr.  Dunlop's  paper  gave  to  dispensers. 

Mr.  Simpson  supported  the  explanation  of  alkalinity 
which,  he  said,  was  based  on  Ojtwald'a  theory  of  ions,  and 
was  the  true  one.  If  the  alkalinity  was  due  to  sodium  oxide 
it  could  ba  removed  by  washing  with  alcohol,  in  which  sodium 
arsenate  was  insoluble, 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duncan,  who  was 
unable  to  be  present,  in  which  he  said  the  precipitation  in 
Mr.  Dunlop's  mixture  was  due  to  hydrolysis  of  sodium 
arsenate  into  sodium  dihydrogen  arsenate  and  sodium 
hydroxide,  and  not  to  sodium  oxide,  as  an  impurity.  Similar 
results  followed  with  other  salts,:such  as  phosphates,  borates, 
and  acetates,  which  gave  alkaline  solutions.  Even  alcohol- 
washed  salts,  which  would  be  free  from  any  accidental 
sodium  oxide  gave  similar  results.  Mr.  Hill,  speaking  for 
himself,  supported  Mr.  Dott's  observations  regarding  the 
carelessness  or  ignorance  of  prescribers  in  prescribing  mix- 
tures without  knowing  or  thinking  what  the  probable  out- 
come might  be.  He  doubted  the  accuracy  of  the  explanation 
of  alkalinity.  One  point  against  that,  however,  was  that 
Mr.  Dunlop  found  the  precipitate  to  be  free  alkaloid. 

The  Chaibman  spoke  of  the  interesting  character  of  the 
speculative  discussion,  another  differences  of  opinion  fol- 
lowing Mr.  Dunlop's  paper.  He  suggested  that  some  of  the 
experts  should  take  up  and  settle  the  point  left  open  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  precipitate. 

Mr.  Dunlop  replied,  and  then  read  his  second  paper  on 

Macebation  Tinctures. 

This  dealt  with  the  point  of  making  up  the  finished 
tinctures  to  a  definite  volume,  a  principle  which  the  1898 
BP.  has  departed  from  in  some  cases.  Of  thirty  B.P. 
tinctures  made  by  mixture  or  maceration  twelve  are  directed 
to  be  made  up  to  1  pint.  In  the  other  eighteen  1  pint  of 
menstruum  is  taken,  and  no  allowance  is  made  for  increase 
or  diminution  of  volume.  Tinctures  of  asafetida,  guaiacuai, 
ammoniacum,  and  myrrh  are  examples  of  allowance  ;  com- 
pound tincture  of  cardamoms  and  tincture  of  squill  of  none. 
Allowance  is  made  in  tincture  of  kino  with  2  oz  of  drug 
to  the  pint,  but  none  in  tincture  of  catechu  with  4  oz. 
to  the  pint.  Of  the  thirty  tinctures  only  one  is  new,  and,  of 
the  remaining  twenty-nine,  three  were  formerly  of  indefinite 
volume.  One  of  the  freaks  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  seen  in 
acetum  and  tr.  scillfe.  In  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia  the 
former  was  of  indefinite  and  the  latter  of  definite  volumes  ; 
now  it  was  the  other  way  about,  although  the  squill  used  adds 
fully  an  ounce  to  the  volume  of  these  preparations.  Mr. 
Dunlop  gave  results  obtained  in  making  a  pint  of  six  tinc- 
tures, showing  that  the  amount  of  drugs  ordered  in  each  was 
likely  to  affect  the  product  either  in  loss  or  gain.  The  pro- 
ducts of  tinctures  of  calumba  and  gentian  co.  fell  short  of 
the  menstrua  taken,  the  amount  of  soluble  matter  in  the 
drugs  being  small  and  the  marcs  incompressible,  which  was 
demonstrated  in  the  fact  that  the  expressed  marcs  were 
heavier  than  the  original  weights  of  drugs.  On  the  other 
hand,  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms  and  tinctures  of 
catechu  and  squill  being  made  from  drugs  containing  a  large 
amount  of  soluble  matter,  the  products  were  in  excess  of  the 
menstrua  taken.  The  strength  of  tinctures  is  now  1  to  a; 
instead  of  1  in  *  as  formerly.  Compound  tincture  of  senna 
falls  short  of  the  menstruum  taken.  The  plea  put  forward 
for  not  "  making  up  "  had  been  that  what  was  in  the  marc 
after  expression  was  the  same  strength  as  what  had  been 
expressed,  so  that  "  making  up  "  fostered  careless  manipu- 
lation. He  found  the  marc  in  each  case  after  expressing 
and  drying  inert,  so  that  what  was  lost  in  drying  was 
spirit,  the  whole  of  the  activity  being  in  the  strained  and 
expressed  portions.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  process 
would  be  improved  by  conducting  it  uniformly,  except  in 
the  case  of  tr.  pruni  virg.,  on  the  lines  of  the  1885  per- 
colation process: — Macerate  in  three-fourths  of  the  men- 
struum for  the  specified  time,  strain,  wash  out  with  3  oz. 
of  menstruum,  express,  and  "make  up"  to  1  pint.  The 
recovery  of  the  residual  tincture  spirit  might  be  resorted  to 
on  the  manufactuting  scale,  but  if  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  to 
be  for  pharmacists  each  process  should  be  complete  in 
itself. 

In  advocating  definiteness  of  volume  he  wished  to  direct 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  average  weight  of  moisture  in 
the  expressed  marcs  reported   on   was  §  oz.,  so  that 


where  the  deficit  was  not  counterbalanced  by  soluble 
matter  the  loss  must  be  due  to  evaporation,  and  that 
"making-up"  would  be  quite  justifiable.  The  increased 
strength  of  most  cf  the  tinctures  also  warranted  it. 
The  author  also  referred  to  Lucas's  table  of  tinctures,  and 
faid  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  accounted  for  the 
deficits  in  the  case  of  tr.  card,  co.,  tr.  catechu,  and  tr. 
scillfe.  To  have  only  0  06  of  a  difference  between  tr.  prnci 
virg.,  which  was  made  from  4  cz.  of  a  bark,  with  an  uncon- 
densed  menstruum,  and  tr.  catechu,  which  was  made  from 
4  oz.  of  an  almost  entirely  soluble  extract,  with  a  condensed 
menstruum,  indicated  a  discrepancy  somewhere. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  his  results  with  an  ordinary  screw- 
press  were  slightly  under  those  of  Mr.  Dunlop.  There  bad 
been  a  discussion  in  the  journals  as  to  whether  infusions 
should  be  made  up  to  a  definite  volume,  and  Professor  AttSeld 
bad  settled  that  point  in  a  letter  giving  a  negative  answer. 
That  reply  would  apply  to  tinctures  as  well.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  expressed  liquid  was  of  the  same  strength 
as  that  which  remained  in  the  marc,  and  whether  the  last 
ounce  expressed  was  as  strong  as  the  menstruum  filtered  at 
first.  If  that  were  not  so  there  would  be  want  of  uniformity 
in  proportion  to  the  pressure  emp'oyed. 

Dr.  Coull  beld  they  could  cot  doubt  the  Pharmacopoeia 
intended  that  these  tinctures  should  not  be  made  up.  Dr. 
Symes  had  investigated  the  matter,  and  the  present  plan 
brought  them,  as  Mr.  MacEwan  pointed  out,  into  lice  with 
continental  Pharmacopoeias.  Regarding  the  yield,  Mr. 
Dunlop  got  in  catechu  and  squills  especially.  He  agreed 
with  Lucas. 

Mr.  Guyer  agreed  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  directions  were 
were  quite  distinct,  but  there  was  often  variation  in  yield 
of  tincture  due  to  quantity  of  moisture,  as,  for  instance, 
in  tincture  of  orange,  which  varied  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Lunan  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Pharmacopoeia 
had  considered  well  with  regard  to  these  tinctures  so  far  as 
uniformity  was  concerned,  and  he  did  not  see  how  they 
were  to  improve  on  them. 

Mr.  Glass  said  there  was  always  a  little  evaporation, 
which  varied  according  to  the  conditions  of  filtration, 
and  that  was  one  reason  why  the  tincture  should  be  made 
up. 

Mr.  Hill  referred  to  the  tendency  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
to  throw  into  the  hands  of  wholesale  makers  the  manufac- 
ture of  these  tinctures,  thus  depriving  the  publio  of  the 
legal  guarantee  for  the  making  of  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions. He  suggested  that  cane  sugar  might  well  replace 
raisins  in  tinctures  of  cardamoms  and  senna,  which  could 
then  be  much  better  prepared  by  percolation.  By  mace- 
rating with  one-half  of  the  menstruum  and  then  the  other 
half,  pressing  and  making  up,  greater  uniformity  would  be 
secured. 

The  Chairman  said  the  present  official  method  bad  been 
adopted  to  secure  uniformity,  and  he  thought  it  did.  He 
did  not  see  how  the  tincture  expressed  could  differ  from 
that  which  remained  in  the  marc  if  the  official  process  was 
followed  correctly.  One  weak  pcint  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
was  that  it  omitted  to  give  an  approximate  volume.  He 
protested  against  the  omission  of  raisins  and  the  substitution 
of  cane-sugar.  Pharmacy  was  an  art,  and  raisins  gave 
mellowness  to  the  tincture,  which  was  not  obtainable  by  the 
use  of  cane-sugar.  He  did  not  see  why  they  should  rot 
treat  medicinal  tinctures  as  they  did  liquors  used  to  titillate 
the  palate.    (Laughter  ) 

Mr.  Dunlop,  having  replied,  received  a  vote  of  thanks, 
and  the  meeting  terminated. 


Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association, 

On  December  6  a  meeting  of  the  Trade  Section  was  held, 
at  which  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year: — President,  Mr.  W.  Condy  U'Ren ;  Hon.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  C.  T.  Weary  ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  A.  Goodwin. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

Metropolitan  opinion  on  the  company-pharmacy  question 
is  mainly  of  the  amorphous  type.  London  chemists  have  had 
to  contend  with  it  longer  than  their  provincial  confreres,  and 
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competition  is  always  so  keen  here  that  one  o'i'ier  element 
in  the  mass  has  come  to  be  regarded  with  a  grumble,  while 
those  who  feel  strongly  aboui  the  matter  are  the  un- 
compromisers,  who  would  rather  leave  well  or  worse  alone 
than  do  anything  in  the  way  oE  recognising  what  they 
regard  as  illegitimate  competition.  Consequently,  there 
seemed  to  be  nothing  oE  first-class  importance  attained  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association,  held  in 
the  Westbourne  Eestaurant  on  Wednesday  evening, 
December  20,  for  it  came  at  the  tail-end  of  the  discussion, 
which  has  been  going  on  during  the  past  six  weeks  more 
vigorously  than  at  any  period  since  companies  dropped  into 
onr  mHst.  But  the  event  turned  out  to  have  special  im- 
portance, for  the  debate  was  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  Walter 
Hills,  ex- President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and,  as 
he  speaks  from  exceptional  knowledge  of  those  factors  in 
the  movement  with  which  the  rank  and  file  cannot  get 
into  touch,  his  utterances  are  worthy  of  special  considera- 
tion—first,  because  in  his  capacity  as  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  he  has  had  opportunity  of  getting 
into  direct  touch  with  the  Government,  and  thus  to  learn 
what  they  are  prepared  to  do ;  second,  the  strength  and  dis- 
podtion  of  the  force  opposed  to  company  legislation  is 
within  his  ken ;  and,  third,  these  elements  help  to  bring 
us  closely  into  touch  with  the  possible  in  this  question. 
But  first  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, had  to  deliver  his  address,  and  he  took  a  common- 
sense  view  of  the  situation  by  confining  himself  to  a  few 
remarks  on  the 

Question  of  the  Hour, 
his  opinions  being  so  akin  to  those  expressed  later  by  Mr.  Hills 
that  we  venture  to  omit  them.  In  what  follows  we  give  the 
substance  of  Mr.  Hills's  address,  which  was  delivered  at  the 
request  of  the  Association.  After  a  lew  preliminary  remarks 
Mr.  Hills  said  :— 

When  I  spoak  of  protection  or  restriction  of  practice  of  phar- 
macy, I  mean  that  amount  of  protection  or  restriction  which  is 
indicated  by  tho  words  "  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons."  I  am  aware  that  the 
second  clause  in  the  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1839,  says 
that  "no  company  may  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  <tc,"  except  under  certain  conditions.  Whilst  I  am 
entirely  in  favour  of  this  wider  definition,  I  am  doubtful  iE  it 
would,  unless  interpreted,  cover  more  of  practice  than  is  defined 
in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1838,  and  probably  more  is  not  intended. 

He  then  briefly  referred  to  the  objects  of  the  1852  Phar- 
macy Act,  and  in  regard  to  the  1863  Act  said :  — 

Under  it  persons  entitled  to  keep  open  shop  were  not  only 
those  who  were  at  that  time  or  who  should  become  registered  as 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  but  also  those  who  should  pass  the 
examination  "  provided  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1852,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  qualification  to  be  registered  as  assistants  under 
that  Act."  If  the  original  ideas  underlying  the  1852  Act  had  been 
made  compulsory  in  1868,  there  would  have  been  less  subsequent 
trouble.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  Parliament  has 
expressed  its  opinion  that  the  person  who  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
has  passed  what  is  known  as  the  Minor  examination  is  competent 
to  keep  open  shop  on  his  own  account ;  in  this  respect,  therefore, 
he  is  on  the  same  level  with  the  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

I  think  we  shall  agree  that  when  the  1868  Act  passed,  the  case 
of  limited  companies  keeping  open  shop  was  not  contemplated,  in 
fact,  it  was 

A  "Casus  Omissus." 
We  shall  also  probably  agree  tbat  the  idea  which  our  represen- 
tatives had  in  their  minds  at  that  time  was  broadly  that  the  pro- 
prietor of  each  open  shop  should  be  qualified.  I  say  each,  for 
though  branch-shops  were  not  in  any  way  prohibited,  it  could 
hardly  have  been  contemplated  that  qualified  proprietors  should 
be  permitted  to  keep  an  unlimited  number  of  such  shops,  a 
tendency  very  remarkable  at  the  present  time.  It  was  also 
generally  believed  that  the  qualified  owner,  being  responsiblo  for 
the  conduct  of  the  business,  was  also  responsible  for  each  sale  of  a 
poison,  and  might  himself  be  the  judge  as  to  how  far  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  qualified  assistants  to  do  the  physical  acts  of 
sale  or  compounding. 

Reference  was  next  made  to  the  case  of  (he  Phir  maceutical 
Society  v.  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  association, 
from  which  the  trouble  started,  and  the  judgment  in  1890  by 
Mr.  Juttice  Hawkins,  which  required  that  every  sale  of  poison 
should  be  made  by  a  qualified  person  or  under  bis  actual 
personal  supervision,  as  to  the  effect  of  these,  Mr.  Hills 
s  lid : — 

Under  these  judgments,  fthoroforo,  the  public  appears  to  be 


protected  so  far  as  the  actual  physical  sale  is  concerned,  always 
assuming  that  when  the  law  is  not  observed,  a  reasonably  easy 
method  of  proving  its  infraction  is  attainable.  Nevertheless  it  is 
contended  by  us,  and  I  think  rightly  so,  that  sufficient  provision 
for  the  public  safety  is  not  thereby  secured  in  accordance  with 
the  1868  Act,  unless  the  "  keeping  open  shop  "  is  also  restricted 
to  qualified  persons. 

There  has  been,  however,  considerable  difficulty  in  bringing 
this  important  point  before  the  public  on  the  lines  we  have 
thought  desirable.  I  am  bound  to  admit  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  one  largely  of  expediency, 
and,  if  this  opinion  is  in  any  way  correct,  the  difficulty  experienced 
by  the  Council  in  getting  the  Pharmacy  Act  amended  in  the 
desired  direction  is  accounted  for.  Various  attempts,  however, 
have  been  made,  and  recent  events  have  led  some  of  us  to  hope 
that  an  amendment  of  the  law  to  prevent  company-trading  was 
possible.  I  have  to  remind  you  of  the  apparently  sympathetic 
remarks  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  House  of  Lords,  both  in 
1898  and  in  the  present  year.  It  is  also  an  important  advantage 
that,  largely  owing  to  the  unwearying  efforts  of  Mr.  Carteighe 
and  others,  the  position  of  companies  with  reference  to  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  has  been  considered  of  sufficient  public 
importance  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  Companies  Acts  Amendment 
Bill.  In  spite,  however,  of  these  encouraging  factors,  the  clause 
that  has  actually  been  drafted,  and  already  approved  by  tho 
House  of  Lords,  is  one  with  which  we  cannot  be  satisfied ;  and  as 
the  Bill  will  probably  be  introduced  into  Parliament  next  Session  ; 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  prepared  with  a  policy  on 
which  there  may  be  some  general  agreement  amongst  registered 
persons. 

Mr.  Hills  then  mentioned  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's 
position  in  the  matter,  saying  that  each  member  had  an 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  every  possible  advantage  for  those 
they  represent.    Speaking  for  himself,  he  added — 

Personally,  I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  Parliament  would 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  financial  aspect  of  tho 
question,  though  I  must  admit  that  I  was  so  much  impressed  last 
year  with  the  remarks  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  which  I  have 
already  alluded,  that  I  thought  it  possible  the  Government  would 
not  be  unwilling  to  support  us  in  getting  the  law  amended  in  tho 
desired  direction.  I  have  always  maintained  that  to  get  the  law 
so  amended  two  factors  were  necessary,  one  being  the  support  of 
the  Government  and  the  other  the  general  support  of  our  own 
body.  When,  however,  I  see  tho  Lord  Chancellor's  clause, 
knowing  that  our  wishes  have  been  fully  laid  before  him,  I  am 
again  doubtful  if  the  prohibition  of  company-trading  is  a  practical 
object  to  aim  at. 

The  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  subject  has  always  been  some- 
what increased  by  the  existence  in  the  1868  Act  of  the  so- 
called  "  Widow's  Clause,"  and  at  the  present  time  a  further 
difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  not  only  have  companies,  more 
or  less  of  a  bogus  nature,  been  formed  to  keep  open  shop,  but 
also  many  of  our  own  members  have  found  it  convenient  and 
advantageous  to  make  usa  of  the  limited-liability  principle. 
Many — probably  all— of  the  latter,  being  entirely  controlled, 
except  financially,  by  registered  persons,  are  not  the  least  source 
of  mischief  to  the  public ;  but  still  they  have  to  be  reckoned  with 
in  framing  a  policy  which  would  command  general  acceptance. 
The  prohibition  of  all  company-trading,  which  I  may  call 

The  First  Line  op  Defence, 

is  undoubtedly  the  best  and  strongest,  not  only  from  the  logical, 
but  also  from  the  pharmaceutically  popular  point  of  view,  and  is 
one  which  even  now  may  be  urged  upon  the  Government,  if  the 
Council,  or  a  majority  of  the  Council,  with  any  special  knowledge 
they  may  possess  or  obtain,  consider  such  a  policy  one  that  will 
receive  a  considerate  attention  by  the  Government. 

But  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  this  line  is  now  adopted  it  will  bo 
necessary,  in  order  to  be  thoroughly  logical,  to  insist  that  no 
limited  company,  although  constituted  largely  of  registered 
persons,  should  be  permitted  to  "  keep  open  shop." 

I  can  certainly  conceive  a  company  consisting  at  its  inception 
entirely  of  registered  individuals,  thougl  'here  must  be  a 
minimum  of  seven  persons;  but  what,  I  aSK,  will  happen  when 
one  of  the  seven  dies  '?  Will  the  trustee  for  the  widow,  though 
unqualified,  be  allowed  to  form  one  of  the  company  ?  Moreover 
to  be  strictly  logical,  no  single  share,  whether  ordinary,  prefer- 
ence, or  debenture,  should  be  held  by  an  unregistered  person. 
Still,  for  the  general  good,  possibly  the  companies  already  in 
existence  would  be  ready  to  "  unlimit"  themselves.  I  am  firmly 
opposed  to  any  suggestion  prohibiting  the  future  formation  of 
companies,  whilst  allowing  those  already  in  existence  to  indefi- 
nitely continue. 

If,  however,  our  first  line  of  defence  is  not  tenable,  are  we  to 
oppose  any  and  every  proposal  recognising  the  limited  principle 
in  pharmacy  '.'  I  hope  not,  for  two  reasons,  (1)  because  I  believe 
the  Government  to  be  in  earnest  and  intend  to  legislate  on  the 
subject,  and  (2)  because,  as  matters  are  getting  every  year  more 
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unsatisfactory,  we  ought  at  the  present  juncture  to  endeavour  to 
get 

Some  Improvement  in  the  Law. 

We  ought  to  insist  on  the  restriction  of  titles  to  registered 
persons.  If  we  do  this  we  shall  probably  succeed,  because  it  is  a 
strong  position  to  adopt,  and  one  which  will,  I  think,  recommend 
itself  to  the  majority  of  members  of  Parliament.  Here,  however, 
we  may  possibly  find  some  opposition,  not  only  from  the  one-man 
company,  but  also  from  some  of  our  own  members  who  are  trading 
as  companies.  These  would,  however,  for  the  general  good, 
perhaps  not  press  their  opposition,  as  they  could  always  use  titles 
in  connection  with  their  own  names. 

Having  explained  that  the  mere  protection  of  titles  would 
not  ensure  the  full  relief  desired,  Mr.  Hills  proceeded  to 
speak  about  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  question— 
1hav  of  ,;  keepirg  open  shop."    He  maintained — 

that  we  have  a  strong  case  if  we  approach  the  Government,  and 
point  out  that  the  clause  as  drafted  in  the  present  Bill  does  not 
in  the  public  interest  sufficiently  provide  for  one  of  the  essential 
principles  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  bscause  it  does  not  insist  on  the 
qualification  in  a  company  of  a  responsible  person,  not  only  to 
do  the  physical  act  of  sale,  but  also  to  control  the  open  shop  ; 
and  thus  it  does  not  supply  in  any  way  tho  safeguard  represented 
by  a  qualified  ownership.  Inter  aha  it  might  be  pointed  out 
that  under  the  clause  as  drafted  an  assistant  qualified  the 
previous  day,  and  liable  to  dismissal  at  a  day's  notice,  might  be 
stated  to  be  in  full  control  of  a  shop  owned  and  managed  entirely 
by  unregistered  persons  forming  the  company— a  condition  surely 
not  compatible  with  the  public  interest.  Many  proposals,  having 
for  their  object  the  provision  for  this  bona-fide  control  have  been 
made.  If  we  oould  agree  to  the  principle  of  recognition  of 
company-trading,  I  should  be  inclined  to  take  the  advice  of  some 
eminent  legal  authority  on  company-law,  and  ask  him,  with  all 
the  facts  beforo  him,  to  frame  for  our  consideration  a  clause 
which,  with  the  least  amount  of  probable  opposition  in  Parlia- 
ment, would  make  control  something  of  a  reality,  and  so  bring 
companies  as  nearly  as  possible  into  line  with  qualified  individual 
proprietors.  Such  a  clause  should  not  interfere  with  the  conduct 
of  a  company-business  under  the  complete  control  of  qualified 
persons,  but  should  make  it  practically  impossible  for  a  bogus 
company  to  keep  open  shop. 

Probably  wo  all  agree  that,  if  companies  are  allowed  to  keep 
open  shop,  the  provision  in  Clause  2  making  "  anything  which 
would  be  an  offence  under  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863, 
if  committed  by  an  individual,  also  an  offence  if  committed  by  a 
company,"  is  a  desirable  one,  and  one  of  urgent  necessity  in 
carrying  out  the  law. 

As  regards  Clause  3  of  the  Companies  Bill,  dealing  with  other 
professions,  I  think  it  very  unlikely  that  it  will  pass  in  its  present 
form,  as  it  seems  to  propose  preventing  companies  doing  what 
an  individual  is  entitled  to  do.  It  must  also  be  admitted  that, 
though  our  titles  should  be  equally  protected  with  tho3e  of 
medical  practitioners  and  dentists,  their  practice  is  more 
uniformly  professional  than  that  of  pharmacy  is — or,  indeed,  is 
likely  to  be,  unless  pharmacists  have  the  exclusive  right  of  dis- 
pensing medicines. 

In  placing  my  resolution  before  you  I  wish  to  emphasise  these 
points  which  it  covers  : — 

(1)  That  in  adopting  the  first  line  of  defence  all  company- trading 
should  be  prohibited,  and 

(2)  That  if  this  be  found  to  be  impracticable  efforts  should  be 
made  in  the  direction  of 

(a)  Protection  of  titles  to  qualified  individuals,  and 

(6)  Bond-fide  control  of  all  open  Bhops  owned  by  companies. 

Mr.  Hills  then  submitted  the  following  proposal,  and 
moved  it  as  a  proposition.  It  was  in  the  following 
terms : — 

That  in  view  of  the  probable  introduction  of  the  Companies  Act 
Amendment  Bill  into  Parliament  next  session,  this  Association  is 
of  opinion  that,  should  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  be  convinced 
that  to  restrain  all  companies  from  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons  is  not  feasible, 
legislation  on  the  following  lines  would  be  desirable  :— 

(1)  To  make  it  unlawful  for  companies  to  assume  or  use  titles 
implying  registration  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

(2)  To  provide  that  all  such  open  shops  should  be  under  the  sole 
control  of  per3ons  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Mr.  Cbacknjll  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pakker  poinud  out  that  the  days  of  monopoly 
granting  are  past  Pharmacy  pure  and  simple  would  alwa\s 
btand  on  its  own  merits :  it  was  a  thing  personal  to  the 
individual  and  needed  no  protection.  But  as  only  a  small 
number  of  their  bedy  derived  their  income  from  pare 
pbaimacy,  Ibe  tracing-aspect  must  be  legislated  for. 
As  to  titles  it  would  be  difficult  to  frame  a  clause 
which  wculd  not  interfere  with  companies  composed  of 


registered  persons  only  in  long-established  business.  The 
simplest  method  of  dealing  with  the  company- question  was  the 
registration  of  every  pharmacy  and  every  qualified  manager 
in  each  shop.  To  go  for  total  abolition  of  companies  was 
useless.  He  was  in  favour  of  a  qualified  directorate,  and 
would  insist  that  there  should  be  at  least  one  director  for 
every  open  shop  carried  on  by  the  company.  If  they  could 
obtain  sole  use  of  i he  title  and  insist  on  every  shop  being 
under  (he  bond  fide  control  of  a  qualified  person  a  great  deal 
would  be  done  for]  he  future  of  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Wabren  did  not  see  that  any  good  could  be  done  in 
regulating  compiny-pharmacy,  and  if  Parliament  would  not 
give  them  full  right  to  their  titles  he  should  reserve  further 
efforts  in  the  question,  rather  than  be  bound  hand  and  foot 
to  recognise  those  companies  who  had  divorced  the  best 
traditions  cf  the  trade,  and  had  more  or  less  sapped  the 
foundations  of  commercial  morality. 

Mr.  Andrews  saw  no  hope  of  going  for  the  titles  alone, 
and  had  been,  and  was  still,  infavourof  the  scheme  advocated 
by  Mr.  Parker  for  the  registration  of  pharmacies  and  phar- 
macists. 

Mr.  Hyslop  said  he  had  read  a  good  deal  in  the  journals 
more  or  less  connected  with  pharmacy  during  the  past  few 
months  on  this  company-question.  The  more  he  read,  the 
more  he  heard,  the  more  mystified  he  became.  The  puffy- 
windedcess  of  some  of  the  speeches  he  had  read  and  listened 
to  was  most  amusing  to  him.  It  seemed  to  bs  the  policy  of 
the  present  moment  to  go  at  the  small ;  his  advice  would  bs 
to  go  at  the  big.  They  had  been  meddling,  creeping,  and 
pretending  long  enough,  and  giving  way  to  ihe  adversary, 
aod  the  more  they  adopted  that  policy  the  more  they  would 
be  worsted.  This  talk  of  protection  of  title  which  seemed 
to  be  so  much  desired  wa9  all  mere  moonshine.  On  looking 
back  at  pharmacy  during  the  last  thirty  years  he  could  see 
that  they  had  been  gradually,  steadily  progressing  towards 
one  title,  and  in  the  future  one  title  would  predominate. 
This  halting  policy  was  bad  thirty  years  ago — it  is  worse  now. 
After  a  slight  lapse  into  metaphysics  Mr.  Hyslop  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  the  whole  of  our  interests  have  been 
allowed  to  lapse  by  the  hesitating  sentimental  jellyfish 
position  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  taken  up. 
We  should  show  that  it  is  the  Government's  duty  to  help  us 
to  maintain  our  position.  There  is  no  competition  in  the 
matter  at  all.  We  do  not  compete  with  grocers,  or  stores,  or 
even  ourselves.  There  can  be  no  competition  in  pharmacy. 
What  we  demand  is  that  those  responsibilities  which  have 
been  put  upon  us  should  be  recognised  and  we  should  be  set 
free  from  all  the  trammels  of  the  unfair  competition  around 
ns,  mainly  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Gltn-Jones  said  in  respect  to  the  proposals  submitted 
that  many  were  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  Legis- 
lature only  recognised  us  as  a  body  of  men  qualified  to  sell 
poisons.  Another  thing  to  be  remembered  was  that  it  was 
not  an  offence  for  an  unqualified  man  to  dispense  medicines, 
as  long  as  they  were  handed  over  the  counter  by  a  qualified 
seller.  He  also  reminded  the  meeting  that,  in  spite  of 
repeated  attempts  during  the  past  thirty  years,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  had  never  been  able  to  get  any  legislation 
carried  except  the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  be  felt  that  they 
could  never  do  anything  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Government.  A  splendid  opportunity  was  lost  last  year  by 
the  Council  taking  the  advice  advocated  by  Mr.  Hyslop  that 
night,  and  asking  for  too  much.  He  had  not  been  long 
enough  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  be 
so  passionately  fond  of  unanimous  resolutions  as  some  of 
t.hem,  and  he  did  not  quite  agree  with  the  resolutions  put 
forward  by  Mr.  Hills,  but  would  not  divide  the  meeting  on 
the  question.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  much  more 
usefal  if  the  Association  had  sent  an  expression  of  opinion 
to  the  Council  as  to  whether  tbey  considered  the 
r.otal  restriction  of  company -trading  at  all  feasible.  He  did 
not  like  the  idea  of  a  partly- qualified  board  of  directors. 
That  sort  of  thing  would  give  rise  to  "  dummy  "  directors, 
and  they  should  insist  on  companies  being  under  the  direc- 
tion of  qualified  governors  and  owners  He  would  also 
advocate  the  addition  of  a  short  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  making  the  master  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  the  servant.  If  to  that  was  added  the  compulsory  regis- 
tration of  names  and  addresses  of  qualified  men,  the  question 
of  unqualified  managership  would  be  in  a  large  measure  done 
away  wi'h. 
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Mb.  Gaubeet  peinted  out  that  if  anything  in  regard  to 
pharmacy  was  introduced  into  the  Companies  Bill  the  hands 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  would  be  tied  for  ever  in 
repard  to  independent  legislative  treatment  of  pharmacy. 

Mb.  G.  J.  Knight  said  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
had  been  remi-s  in  not  prosecuting  limited  compsnies  for 
using  their  titles,  but  he  imagined  that  they  bad  a  difficulty, 
f  eeing  that  they  had  allowed  such  firms  as  Savory  & 
Moore  and  Godfrey  &  Cooke  to  continue  trading  under 
the  old  names. 

Mb.  Hills  having  briefly  repMed,  the  resolutions  were 
n  greed  to  nem.  con. 

The  members  then  had  a  talk  about  the  Conference  meet- 
ing, and  a  subscription-list  was  handed  round.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  several  members  were  elected,  and  the  Presi- 
dent announced  a  smoking  concert  for  Januaiy  24,  19C0. 


Business  Cbanaes, 

Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  Jones  has  purchased  Mr.  H,  G.  Wildman's  business  at 
83  Norwood  Road,  Tulse  Hill,  S.E. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Haebis  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
Allthorpe,  Greyhound  Lane,  Streatham,  S.W. 

Day's  Meteopolitan  Dbug  Company  (Limited)  have 
opened  a  new  branch  at  149  High  Street,  Chatham, 

Mr  H.  Wood,  chemist,  Strand,  Walmer,  has  purchased 
Mr.  Read's  business  at  Harnet  Street,  Sandwich,  Kent. 

Mb.  J.  Monk-Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
a  high-class  pharmacy  at  6  High  Street,  Whitstable-on-Sea. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Mr.  W.  R.  P.  Nettle,  of 
18  Upper  Tooting  Road,  S.W.,  his  business  has  been  disposed 
of  to  Mr.  Jones. 

Messes,  Johnson  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  purchased  the 
business  of  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Co.  at  231  High  Street, 
Lswisham,  S.E. 

Mr.  J.  Cleghorn  has  purchased  the  old-established 
business  at  Spring  Grave,  Isleworth,  carried  on  for  many 
years  by  Mr.  Lark  worthy. 

Mb.  Dawson,  from  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Vere 
Street,  W.,  has  purchased  the  business  lately  carried  on  by 
Mr.  W.  Drane  at  Knight's  Hill,  South  Norwood. 

Mb.  W.  Cyrus  Retallack,  M.P.S.,  has  opened  an 
attractive  and  neatly  fitted  pharmacy  at  St.  Hilary  Terrace, 
Stoke,  Devonport,  designated  the  "  Brunswick  Pharmacy." 

Messes.  Typke  &  King,  chemical  manufacturers,  inform 
us  that  owing  to  the  rebuilding  of  Jeffreys  Square  they  are 
to  remove  on  January  1,  19D0,  to  47  Wilson  Stieet,  Finsbury 
Square,  E.C. 

Mb  Thomas  Wickeeman  has  taken  over  the  business  of 
Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Clemishaw,  wholesale  druggists  and  dry- 
salters.  Bury,  of  which  he  has  had  the  management  for  the 
past  eight  years. 

Mb.  W.  H.  Goy,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  the  past  eight 
years  with  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Plough 
Court,  EC,  has  purchased  the  pharmacy  at  17  Battersea 
Rise,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.,  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Davy. 

The  Timothy  White  Company,  Portsmouth,  have  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  Bash  at  High  Street,  Margate, 
and  the  business  they  purchased  in  Queen  Street,  Ramsgate, 
is  being  transferred  to  more  commodious  premises  at 
Harbour  Street,  Ramsgate. 

Supplementaey  to  our  note  Jait  week  regarding  the  dis- 
solution of  partnership  between  Messrs.  Bryant  &  Aitkens, 
foreign  and  colonial  brokers,  we  may  state  that  Mr.  Bryant 
remain?  at  the  old  address,  5  Market  Buildings,  Mincing 
Lane,  E  0.,  and  will  trade  as  Thomas  Bryant  &  Co.,  while 
Mr.  Aitkens  has  taken  premises  at  28  Market  Buildings  under 
the  trade  name  of  A.  J.  Aitkens  &  Co. 
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and  Prelim.  Scientific  Exams,  of  London  University  from 
1869  to  1899.   Cr.  8vo.   Pp.  72,  swd.   2«.  6<?.  (Clive.) 


Ht  tbe  Counter. 


A  Subscribes  in  the  United  States  sends  us  a  photograph 
of  the  following  order: — "  lOcts  worth  of  Per  Hoxegeriden. 
I  can't  spell  it ;  you  must  guess  it." 


An  Unprofitable  Oedee. — "  Please,  missus  wants  a 
stamp  ;  an'  she  said  as  the  stores  was  shut  you  might  as  well 
poison  this  cat."    (Fact,  vouched  for  by  the  artist.) 

A  Fact.— Scene,  a  pharmacy  at  an  inland  health-resort ; 
customer  in  the  garb  of  a  district  nurse,  loq.  "  Have  you 
any  sick-room  thermometers?"  Fharmacist:  "Oh,  yes, 
madam,  we  have  several  kinds."  (Shows  them.)  Customer 
(after  careful  deliberation) :  "lam  afraid  you  have  not  got 
what  I  want.  It  is  something  like  this  one ;  but  this  is  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson's,  and  I  want  a  Fahrenheit." 
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Xcaal  IReporte. 


From  the  High  Court, 

Perfumed  Amulets. 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  December  IS,  the  case  of 
Carmichael  v.  Warwick  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich. 
The  plaintiff  sought  an  injunction  to  restrain  defendant 
from  passing  off  his  goods  as  the  plaintiff's— perfumed 
amulets. 

Mr.  Warrington,  Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  said 
there  was  a  conflict  of  fact  on  the  evidence.  It  did  not, 
therefore,  seem  to  be  a  case  to  be  dealt  with  on  a  motion. 
It  would  in  that  event  be  necessary  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment for  a  trial  of  the  action.  Ic  was  not  a  case  in  which 
pleadings  ought  to  be  dispensed  with. 

His  Lordship  said  that  in  the  case  of  passing-off  actions 
he  quite  agreed  that  pleadings  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  that  it  was  desirable  for  both  sides. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  Q  C,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant, 
acquiesced.  It  was  desirable  not  only  that  the  plaintiff 
should  see  the  defence  but  that  the  defendant  should  see 
the  plaintiff's  case.  Pleadings  there  ought  to  be,  but  he  did 
not  think  discovery  would  be  necessary.  Counsel  having 
agreed  that  there  should  be  discovery  on  both  sides,  Mr. 
Justice  Kekewich  said  he  supposed  that  it  would  include 
label?,  &3. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  Mailing  (Kent)  County  Tetty  Sessions  on  December  11, 
Charles  Coulter,  drysalter,  Nettlestead,  was  summoned  for 
selling  as  olive  oil  an  oil  which  was  certified  to  be  cotton- 
seed oil.  The  defence  was  that  olive  oil  was  not  kept  in 
stock,  and  that  that  sold  was  us<  d  for  lubricating-purpo-es. 
Defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  9s.  9d.  C03ts. 

At  Dartford  Police  Court  on  December  9  the  International 
Tea  Company  (Limited)  was  summoned  for  selling  olive  oil 
which  was  certified  to  consist  entirely  of  cottonseed  oil. 
Mr.  Beck,  who  defended,  did  not  dispute  the  analysis,  but 
relied  on  a  warranty  from  the  wholesalers  from  whom  his 
clients  had  bought  tbe  oil.  The  firm  shipped  their  olive  oil 
direct  from  Leghorn,  but  in  September  their  shipments  did 
not  arrive,  and  they  made  a  temporary  purchase  in  London 
from  Messrs.  Henry  Finkler  &  Co.  They  insisted  upon 
having  a  guarantee,  and  the  invoice  stated  that  the  oil  was 
pure.  The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  said  the  wholesa^  vendors 
should  be  prosecuted.  Mr.  Beck  said  he  was  afraid  they  had 
no  power,  but  there  was  no  reason  why  the  inspector  should 
not  prosecute  them  in  London.  Eventually  the  case  was 
dismissed. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  December  19,  Mr.  C.  J.  G. 
Bunker,  chemist,  Stuart  Eoad,  Peckham  Rye,  was  summoned, 
before  Mr.  Hopkins,  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which  Dr. 
Frank  Teed,  the  public  analyst,  certified  to  contain  "only 
12  9  per  cent,  of  camphor,  being  a  deficiency  of  48  per  cent, 
of  the  camphor  to  the  prescribed  quantity  of  olive  oil." 
Dr.  Teed  gave  evidence  in  support  of  the  summons,  and 
then  Mr.  Beck  (for  the  defendant)  took  up  the  cross- 
examination.  Dr.  Teed  said  he  found  12  9  of  camphor. 
There  should  be  219,  he  thought. 
Defendant:  21£. 

Mr.  Beck :  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  you  work  your  figures 
out  I  think  you  will  find  it  is  OEly  40,  and  not  48. 

Dr.  Teed  said  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  gave  instructions 
for  making  the  oil,  but  it  did  cot  say  it  should  answer  a 
certain  test  afterwards.  It  was  a  fact  that  camphor  in 
itself  was  an  exceedingly  volatile  substance,  but  not  when 
dissolved  in  oil.  If  warm  oil  were  used,  there  would  only 
be  a  small  percentage  of  loss.  No  mora  than  an  ordinary 
temperature  should  be  used. 

Mr.  Beck :  Supposing  the  olive  oil  was  extremely  thick, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  dissolve  camphor  except  by 
standing  it  for  a  long  time  ? 

Dr.  Teed  :  It  would  take  perhaps  half  an  hour. 


Mr.  Beck :  I1  put  it  to  you  that  to  make  any  quantity  of 
camphorated  oil  in  half  an  hour  would  require  heat  ?  Dr. 
Teed  :  I  think  not.  The  Pharmacopoeia  directs  you  to  take 
flowers  of  camphor,  which  dissolves  very  rapidly. 

Mr.  Beck  said  he  was  bound  to  accept  Dr,  Tetd's  evidence 
aa  to  the  commercial  standard  for  camphorated  oil.  As  Dr. 
Teed  bad  admitted,  the  Pharmacopoeia  itself  stated  camphor 
was  an  extremely  vola'ile  substance,  and  the  use  of  heated 
oil  would  drive  off  a  proportion  of  the  camphor.  The 
defendant  was  a  responsible  gentleman,  carrying  on  a  gocd- 
class  business,  and  he  employed  a  manager  to  take  charge 
of  this  shop.  The  manager  would  tell  the  Court  that  he 
made  the  oil  a  week  before  the  inspector  purchased  it.  In 
cold  weather  olive  oil  became  thick,  and  because  he  wanted 
some  quickly  the  manager  put  it  in  a  jng  by  the  fira  to 
warm  the  oil  and  thus  dissolve  the  camphor.  He  would 
say  on  his  cath  that  he  put  in  the  quantity  prescribed  by 
the  Pharmacopre:a.  The  latter  did  not  give  a  test  for 
camphorated  oil,  and  possibly  the  compilers  were  alive  to 
the  fict  that  there  was  a  loss  in  the  manufacture. 

Mr.  William  Thomas,  the  manager  of  the  shop,  here 
deposed  to  taking  8  oz.  of  camphor  and  32  rz.  of  olive  oil. 
He  put  the  mixture  in  a  jug  and  stood  it  on  the  hob,  so  as 
to  heat  the  oil  and  dissolve  the  camphor  quickly.  In  cross- 
examina'ion  witness  could  not  account  for  samples  made 
by  other  chemists  beiEg  correct.  He  had  used  flowers  of 
camphor. 

Mr  Marsden  (for  the  prosecution) :  Dr.  Teed  tells  me 
that  of  twelve  samples  taken  ten  were  up  to  the  standard. 

Mr.  Hopkins  (to  defendant)  :  Whatever  the  explanation 
may  be,  you  will  see  for  yourself  that  your  drugs  are  at  half 
their  strength. 

Defendant :  It  is  not  48 ;  the  deficiency  is  not  more  than 
40.  I  am  very  sorry.  It  is  not  my  wish  that  it  should  be 
so.  Mr.  Hopkins  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  a  fine  of  40s. 
and  27s  6d  costs. 

Mr.  Frank  H.  Davies,  chemist,  Hindman's  Eoad,  East 
Dulwich,  appeared  to  answer  a  similar  summons.  In  this 
case  Dr.  Teed's  certificate  was  to  the  effect  that  tbe  sample 
contained  14  per  cent,  of  camphor,  being  a  deficiency  of  40 
per  cent.  The  defendant  said  camphor  was  a  very  volatile 
sort  of  thing,  and  pointed  out  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  did 
not  give  any  test  by  which  camphorated  oil  could  be  tested 
after  manufacture.  He  was  prepared  to  say  that  ths 
camphor  was  put  in  of  the  proper  strength.  Answering  a 
question  by  the  Magistrate,  Dr.  Teed  said  the  samples  of 
camphorated  oil  he  had  analysed  were  generally  pretty 
accurate  and  within  £  per  cent,  too  high  or  too  low.  The 
defendant  remarked  mat  since  these  prosecutions  were 
instituted  chemists  had  been  putting  more  than  the  pre- 
scribed quantity  of  camphor  into  the  oil.  Mr.  Hopkins 
ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  a  penalty  of  40s.  and  27s.  6d. 
costs. 

At  Melton  Mowbray  (Leicestershire)  Petty  Sessions  on 
December  19,  Joseph  William  Coulston,  grocer,  Wymond- 
ham,  was  ordered  to  pay  11  0s.  6d.  in  respect  to  the  sale  of 
camphorated  oil  deficient  in  strength.  His  defence  was 
that  the  stuff  was  part  of  the  stock  of  the  shop,  which  he 
bought  six  months  ago.  After  he  read  the  summons  his 
assistant  told  him  that  it  had  been  made  on  the  premises. 

At  Leicester,  on  Dscember  21,  Cecil  A.  Buzzard,  manager 
of  the  Anstey  Cooperative  Society,  William  Lacey, 
grocer,  George  Morgan,  grocer,  and  George  Roe,  general 
dealer,  all  of  Anstey,  were  severally  summoned  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  county  analyst, 
reported  not  to  be  compounded  in  accordance  witn  the 
formula  of  the  British  Pharmacopceia.  The  defence  was 
that  the  oil  was  purchased  from  wholesale  chemists  acd 
was  accordingly  lcoked  upon  as  reliable.  Mr.  H.  Simpson 
appeared  for  Buzzard,  and  said  his  client  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  purchase  of  tbe  oil.  The  Bench 
reminded  all  the  defendants  that  they  should  have  obtained  a 
guarantee  as  to  the  reliability  of  the  oil  before  purchasing 
it.  Morgan,  who  did  not  appear,  was  fined  30s.,  inclusive 
of  costs,  and  the  other  defendants  25s.  each. 

Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Matlock  Police  Court  on  December  13,  Dorothy  Wilson, 
grocer,  Matlock,  was  fined  10s.  and  8s.  costs  for  selling 
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sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  four- 
fifths  deficient  in  nitrous  ether. 

Merchandise -marks  Act. 

Aerated •  water  Bottles. 

At  Strabane  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  the  proprietors  of  the 
Standard  Mineral  Water  Company,  Londonderry,  were 
prosecuted  under  the  Mercbandife-marks  Act  for  having  in 
their  possession  within  the  past  three  months  for  sale 
aerated  waters  to  which  a  false  trade  description  was 
applied.  The  defendants  admitted  selling  the  mineral 
water,  but  pleaded  that  their  own  labels  were  affixed  to  the 
bottles.  The  Act  had  been  on  the  Statute-book  since  1887, 
but  had  only  lately  been  enforced.  Since  the  defendants 
had  been  made  aware  of  the  illegality  of  using  bottles  on 
which  the  names  of  other  firms  were  blown  they  had  given 
orders  to  the  bottlers  to  return  these  bottles.  The  Bench 
agreed  that  there  was  no  intention  to  defraud,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  there  was  always  a  great  temptation  to  use 
empty  bottles  when  people  had  them.  A  fine  of  Is.  and  20;?. 
costs  was  imposed. 

At  the  Justiciary  Appeal  Court,  Edinburgh,  on  December  19, 
James  Haddow,  aerated  -  water  manufacturer,  Falkirk, 
appealed  against  the  decision  of  the  Falkirk  Sheriff  Substi- 
tute fining  him  11.  for  selling  ale  in  a  bottle  bearing 
another  firm's  name  and  address.  Prosecution  had  been 
undertaken  by  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Aerated- 
waters  Manufacturers'  Association.  The  ground  of  the 
appeal  was  that  the  mere  sand-blasting  of  another  person's 
name  upon  a  bottle  bearing  the  applicant's  label  did  not 
indicate  that  the  contents  were  identified  with  the  firm 
whose  name  was  so  marked.  At  all  events,  he  had  acted 
without  intent  to  defraud,  and  this  was  good  ground,  it  was 
contended,  for  granting  the  appeal.  The  Lord  Justice  Oleik 
pointed  out  that  the  "  acted  innocently  "  of  the  statute  was 
not  synonymous  with  the  "without  intent  to  defraud"  of 
the  Sheriff's  finding,  for  it  was  quite  plain  that  he  had 
acted  wilfully  and  knowingly  in  the  face  of  repeated 
warnings.  The  appeal  was  accordingly  dismissed,  with 
101.  10s.  expenses. 

In  a  similar  case  John  Outhbert,  aurated-water  manufac- 
turer, Perth,  sought  to  set  aside  a  conviction  obtained 
against  him  by  W.  B.  Thomson  (Limited),  Perth.  In  this 
case  it  was  argued  that  a  company  could  not  restrain 
another  from  using  a  name  which  they  did  not  say  was  their 
own  name  or  a  name  which  they  were  usiDg.  The  company 
in  sueh  a  case  might,  it  was  argued,  have  a  civil  action 
against  the  person  complained  against,  but  they  had  no 
right  to  put  the  criminal  act  in  force  against  him.  Their 
Lordships  dismissed  the  appeal,  with  expenses. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Appointing  a  Receiver. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  December  5,  an  application 
was  made  to  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  by  Leslies  (Limited), 
Bond  Court  House,  Walbrook,  E.C.,  to  have  the  High  Bailiff 
of  the  Court  appointed  as  a  receiver  of  the  affairs  of  the 
defendant,  Mr.  H.  B.  Spink,  chemist,  the  Holborn  Pharmacy 
and  Drug  -  stores,  134  Theobald's  Road.  There  was 
31  10s.  3d.  due,  and  the  receiver  was  asked  for  by  way  of 
equitable  execution.  Mr.  Collins,  solicitor,  for  Mr.  Arthur 
B.  Spink,  defendant's  partner,  said  he  was  quite  solvent. 
The  defendant  had  been  ill  for  some  months,  and  had  under- 
gone an  operation  for  cancer  on  the  liver.  He  had  been 
quite  unable  to  pay.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr,  in  making  the 
order  as  asked,  said  that  the  receiver  would,  of  course,  only 
take  the  defendant's  profits,  and  he  would  not  press  if  it  was 
shown  that  the  money  was  coming. 

Not  the  Drains. 

At  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  December  15,  Sarah 
Ann  Willcock  sued  Harry  Bowman  Spink,  chemist,  of  134 
Theobald's  Road,  Holborn,  for  161.,  being  rent  due  for 
house  at  83  Camden  Road.  Defendant  counterclaimed  for 
1002.  for  loss  of  business  and  ill-health  caused  by  the 


defective  drains.  The  claim  he  admitted,  but  wished  for  a 
revocation  and  cancellation  of  the  tenancy  agreement.  Mr. 
Spink  spoke  to  Mrs.  Willcock  about  the  house  in  Camden 
Road,  and  asked  her  if  the  drains  were  in  good  order.  She 
assured  him  they  were  in  perfect  order,  and  on  the  faith  of 
that  representation  he  took  the  house.  Evidence  on  this 
point  was  given  by  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spink,  who  said  they 
remembered  the  circumstances  perfectly.  Shortly  after  he 
went  to  this  house  he  was  laid  up  for  four  or  five  months  ; 
and  Dr.  Mabrey,  D.Sc.  London,  stated  that  Mr.  Spink's  illness 
was  due  to  the  bad  drains. 

A  number  of  experts  were  called  on  behalf  of  Mr.  8pink, 
who  deposed  as  to  the  defective  drainage  system,  but  hi3 
Honour  (Judge  Edge,  Q  C.)  said  defendant  had  no  right  to 
throw  np  his  tenancy. 

After  further  technical  evidence  had  bsen  given,  the  jury, 
in  reply  to  the  issue  put  by  the  Judge,  said  they  were  not 
satisfied  that  the  representation  was  made  that  the  drains 
were  perfect. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  claim  and  counter 
claim. 


Alleged  Fraud, 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  December  13,  John 
Thorn  Ainslie  Walker,  described  as  a  chemist,  but  not  on  the 
register,  was  charged  with  having,  while  servant  to  Messrs. 
Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard  (Limited),  chemical  manufac» 
turers,  Gracechurch  Street,  concurred  in  the  making  of 
false  entries  in  certain  books.  After  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  had  been  given,  prisoner  wa3  remanded. 


Explosives  Act. 

Making  Fieeworks. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  Dacembsr  15,  Leo  Esteval 
was  prosecuted  by  the  London  County  Council  for  having 
certain  explosives  on  his  premises.  The  case  aro3e  out  of 
a  fatal  explosion  which  took  place  at  Dalston,  in  which  four 
persons  were  injured  and  one  child  died  (see  C.  Sf  J)., 
December  2,  page  291).  The  Magistrate  said  the  makiog  of 
fireweks  in  private  houses  was  a  highly  dangerous  practice, 
and  defendant  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  1001.  He  would  have 
to  pay  31.  and  2s.  costs. 


£rat>e  1MotC0» 

Mr  Felix  Pavia,  vanilla-merchant,  has  extended  his 
premises  at  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.G.,  and  added  a  showroom 
to  his  warehouse. 

Messes.  Dieterich,  of  Helfenberg,  near  Dresden,  are 
reported  to  have  given  a  supply  of  dressings  for  the  use  of 
the  wounded  in  the  South  African  war. 

Disinfectants  for  the  War— The  Smitas  Company 
(Limited)  have  presented  the  Central  British  Red  Cross 
Committee  with  1,000  bottles  Sanitas  fluid  and  a  quantity 
of  disinfecting-powder. 

Christmas  Holidays.— Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  C:>.  will 
close  their  London  offices  and  warehouse  from  Saturday  to 
Wednesday,  December  27,  but  they  have  made  arrangements 
for  attending  to  telegraphic  orders  for  antitoxic  serums. 

The  Queen's  Chocolate. — We  have  the  best  possible 
authority  for  stating  that  Messrs.  J.  S.  Fry  &  Sons  (Limited) 
have  supplied  40,000  tins  of  chocolate,  to  the  Queen's  orier, 
for  the  soldiers  in  South  Africa;  that  is  the  same  as  Messrs. 
Cadbury  Brothers  (Limited)  have  supplied. 

"Brazine"  Soldbr.— M  ssrs.  J.  A.  Ingle  &  Co,  79 
Arthington  Street,  Bradford,  bring  to  cur  notice  one  of  their 
specialities,  "  Brazine "  chemical  solder,  which  is  being 
taken  up  as  a  side-line  by  chemists.  The  solder  i3  made  of 
a  fusible  metal  which  melts  at  a  comparatively  low  tem- 
perature, and  hence  does  not  require  the  use  of  a  soldering-iron. 
"Brazine"  is  sold  in  3d.  coils,  and  as  it  neither  requires  the 
use  of  spirit  of  salt  nor  the  exercise  of  any  considerable 
amount  of  skill  to  manipulate,  it  is  very  suitable  for  mending 
domestic  pots  and  pans. 
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Correspondence, 

In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters 
Notice  to  with  or  withouta  nom- de-plume, must  be  authen- 
dents 8pon"  Heated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  section  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Asafetida. 

Sir, — From  a  perusal  of  Mr.  J  C.  Umney's  paper  on 
asafetida  in  your  issue  of  December  16,  page  983, 1  am  led  to 
think  he  has  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  the  words  he 
quotes.  Mr.  Moor  -was  evidently  quite  aware  that  the 
intentional  adulteration  of  asafetida  is  not  practised  in  this 
country,  but  that  the  drug  comes  into  commerce  adulterated 
by  those  who  collect  it  from  the  plant,  for  in  the  next 
sentence  to  the  one  quoted  by  Mr.  Umney,  Mr.  Moor  added, 
"  The  requirements  of  B.P.  were  too  high,  unless  steps 
could  be  taken  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  commercial 
article."  With  regard  to  my  own  statements,  they  are  not 
reported  with  exactitude.  I  stated  that  I  had  had  samples 
of  asafetida  examined  for  the  amount  of  ash,  not  that  I  had 
examined  them  myself.  The  analyses  were  performed  by  a 
chemist  whose  results  would,  I  am  sure,  be  accepted  without 
question  by  Mr.  Umney  or  any  other  analyst.  The  results 
given  by  him  were  as  follows :—"  Commercial  asafetida, 
4718  to  46  42  per  cent,  of  ash  ;  the  sampbs  of  the  tear  gum, 
or  the  kind  used  for  making  tincture,  yielded  4  82  3  80, 
1-86  per  cent."  "  The  commercial  asafetida  generally  yields 
a  little  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  ash,  and  the  tear  or  drop 
asafetida  1|  to  5  per  cent,  of  ash." 

Mr.  Umney  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  "  stringent 
requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia"  were  based  on 
my  statements.  If  he  will  turn  to  the  B  P.  of  1885  he  will 
find  that  the  limit  of  ash  there  given  is  also  10  per  cent., 
and  that  the  only  difference  made  in  the  tests  of  the  drug  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  is  that  the  amount  of  the  gum- 
resin  soluble  in  rectified  spirit — viz.,  60  per  cent. — is  altered 
to  65  per  cent,  soluble  in  alcohol  of  90  per  cent.  He  also 
seems  to  forget  that  the  monographs  on  each  article  were 
considered  and  criticised  by  several  persons  and  committees 
before  being  finally  confirmed  or  altered  by  the  Medical 
Oouncil. 

With  respect  to  the  percentage  of  ash,  I  may  point  out 
that  those  given  in  the  more  recent  of  the  Pharmacopoeias 
which  are  generally  recognised  to  be  the  best — viz.,  the 
German,  Swiss,  and  Japanese— do  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  of 
ash  as  the  maximum.  The  German  gives  6  per  cent. ;  the 
Swiss  6  8  per  cent.,  "  but  in  no  case  exceeding  10  per  cent  "  ; 
and  the  Japanese  10  per  cent. ;  and  Mr.  Umney's  own 
figures  for  the  tear  are  between  3  and  6  percent,  (page  983). 
Mr.  J.  U.  Lloyd  states  that  "  selected  tears  of  which  76  per 
cent,  was  soluble  in  alcohol  yielded  1  78  to  2  55  per  cent,  of 
ash,  and  that  purified  asafetida  should  be  the  only  kind 
official." — P.J.  (4),  2,  page  243.  The  evidence  given  above 
seems  to  me  to  indicate  that  the  B  P.  tests  for  pure  asafetida 
are  by  no  means  too  stringent.  If  Mr.  Umney  is  prepared 
to  state  that  tears  of  asafetida  yielding  not  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  ash  will  not  afford  65  per  cent,  of  matter  soluble  in 
aliohol  of  90  per  cent.,  and  will  produce  figures  and  present 
samples  to  fubstantiate  his  contention  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharaiaceuticsl  Conference,  I,  for  one,  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  them.  If  his  point  is  proved,  it  should, 
and  doubtless  would,  receive  due  consideration  from  the 
compilers  of  the  next  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
With  respzet  to  the  scarcity  of  the  tear  asafetida,  I  stated  at 
the  meeting  that  I  believed  it  was  purely  a  matter  of  price. 
If  retail  and  wholesale  dealers  would  pay  the  price,  the 
demand  would  soon  bring  about  a  supply.  Mr.  Umney 
fatates  (f  $  D.,  December  16,  1899,  page  934),  "  I  am  certain 
that  a  case  of  the  finest  drug  that  ever  enters  the  port  of 
London  would  not  jield  5  per  cent,  of  the  drug  of  the  official 
standard."  If  this  be  so",  of  what  have  the  official  tincture 
and  pilla  been  made  since  the  pWlic'a'tion  of  the  1885 


Pharmacopoeia  ? — for  that  work  gives  10  per  cent,  of  ash  and 
60  per  cent,  soluble  in  rectified  spirit  as  the  tests. 

Senna-leaves  at  one  time  contained  a  large  percentage  of 
adulteration,  but  the  demand  for  purer  leaves  led  to  the 
exportation  of  a  better  article,  so  that  argel  leaves  are  at  the 
present  time  quite  a  curiosity,  and,  doubtless,  will  not  appear 
again  until  the  price  of  senna  becomes  too  low  to  pay  the 
producer.  The  same  law  of  demand  and  supply  has  acted 
in  the  reverse  manner  with  opium.  A  demand  for  opium 
containing  only  10  per  cent,  of  morphia  has  arisen  to  meet 
the  B  P.  requirements,  and  the  article  is  lowered  in  quality 
by  the  Turkish  manufacturer  to  meet  the  demand. 

I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  asafetida  or  any  other 
drug— eg,  jaborandi  or  Calabar  beans— may  not  always  be 
obtainable  at  the  exact  time  that  they  are  wanted  by  whole- 
sale dealers.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  at  times  when 
prices  are  high  the  market;  becomes  glutted  in  consequence, 
and  the  price  then  goes  down  to  less  than  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. The  importation  then  ceases,  and  the  drug  becomes 
scarce  or  absent  altogether  from  the  market  until  the 
demand  increases  and  raises  the  price  to  one  that  pays  the 
producer.  But  thai  asafetida  in  tears  is  not  a  "  commercial 
article  "  I  cannot  agree.  I  have  2  lbs.  of  it  in  a  jar  received 
from  Mr.  Umney's  firm,  and  signed  "  O.  U."  I  have  had 
samples  from  other  houses  and  from  drug-brokers  at  inter- 
vals during  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  and  a  year  or  so 
ago,  when  I  was  told  by  a  member  of  a  wholesale  firm  that 
there  was  none  on  the  market,  I  made  inquiries,  and  I  was 
told  by  a  drug-broker  that  he  had  then  five  cases  in  stock 
that  he  could  not  sell  because  buyers  would  not  give  the 
price  for  it.  In  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Public  Analysts,  on  page  953,  Mr.  Chattaway  said  that  he 
had  examined  samples  in  tears  which  gave  8  per  cent.,  and 
some  even  as  low  as  2  3  per  cent  of  ash.  Mr.  Moor  bad 
examined  one  sample  jielding  only  7  per  cent.,  and  Mr. 
Ellwood  in  1891  (Pharm.  Juurn.  (3),  xxii.,  page  392)  was 
also  evidently  able  to  obtain  at  least  four  samples  of  asafe- 
tida in  the  tear.  These  appear  not  to  have  been  specially 
selected,  since  the  highest  percentage  soluble  in  rectified 
spirit  did  cot  exceed  6  2  per  cent.  I  have  not  thought  it 
ntcessary  to  look  through  the  records  of  sales  during  the 
twenty-seven  jears  I  have  been  in  London,  since  I  find  that 
during  this  year  alone  there  have  been  two  sales  of  the  drug 
in  the  tear  in  the  London  market;  but  I  think  the  above 
statements  show  that  the  tears  are  a  commercial  article  and 
appear  in  bulk  in  the  London  market,  and  that  when  the 
price  pays  the  producer  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting 
sufficient  to  supply  the  very  limited  demand  for  the  pure 
drug  for  medicinal  purposes.  The  standard  of  purity  for 
drugs  to  be  used  in  prescriptions  should  be  the  very  highest 
obtainable  ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  General 
Medical  Council  should  countenance  the  u=e  of  a  drug  con- 
taining from  20  to  60  per  cent,  of  mineral  matter  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  cheap  buyers,  when  an  article  containing 
less  than  10  per  cent,  is  procurable  by  those  who  will  pay  an 
adequate  price  for  it  and  buy  it  when  imported.  If  Mr. 
Umney  will  turn  to  the  C.  $>•  D.,  June  10,  1899,  page  943, 
under  Asafetida  he  will  find  the  words  "  sold  with  full  com- 
petition at  very  full  and  dearer  prices,"  "Persian  Gulf  pale, 
loose  almonds,  90s  to  95s.  per  cwt.  ;  good  brown  almond, 
80s  ;  and  darker  ditto.  £5s  to  67s.  Qd.  Forty  boxes  of  another 
lot  sold  at  47s.  6d.  up  to  70s.  per  cwt,  the  finer  qualities 
being  good  pinky  with  loose  almond,  but  more  or  less  heavy 
with  ground  mica.  The  bulk  cf  the  purchases  were  for  the 
United  States."  Is  it  possible  that  British  buyers  will  not 
give  the  price  demanded  for  good  asafetida  in  tears,  and 
that  those  of  the  United  States  will? 

Again,  in  the  C.  %  1>.,  April  22,  1899,  page  654,  under 
Asafetida,  I  find  small  sales  of  two  to  three  case  lots  have  been 
made  at  80s.  acd  87s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  fine  free  almonds. 
With  two  sales  duriDg  this  jear  of  almond  or  tear  asafetida, 
will  it  still  be  maintaioed  that  the  drug  is  not  an  article  of 
commerce,  or  was  80s.  to  95s.  per  cwt.  paid  for  almonds— 
i.e.,  tears — paid  for  a  drug  consisting  of  alabaster  or  gjpsum 
coated  with  asafetida?  I  can  hardly  think  buyers  at  that 
price  could  have  been  so  deceived.  It  is  generally  admitted 
\C.  <y  D.,  December  16.  page  988)  that  the  drug  is  ve-y  little 
used  in  medicine  DuriDg  ten  years  behind  the  counter  I 
only  remember  selliDg  the  tincture  twice — once  to  an  army 
doctor  who  was  going  to,  administer  it  to  a  supposed  malip- 
'  g'erW,  acd  the  cither  time  for  a  woman  s'nfferir'g  from 
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hysteria.  Surely,  therefore,  there  should  be  a  sufficient 
supply  of  the  tear  at  high  prices  for  medicinal  use. 

Mr.  UmDey  ha',  however,  opened  up  a  very  important 
question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  analysts  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce  of  drags  may  form  very  erroneous  conclusions. 
It  does  not  follow  because  a  chemist  keeps  several  qualities 
of  drugs  in  stock,  that  therefore  he  uses  the  lower  grades  in 
the  prescriptions  he  dispenses.  For  instance,  benzoin  is 
used  in  varnishes  and  for  incense,  jaborandi  for  hair-washes, 
and  almond  oil  for  the  same  purpose,  quassia  for  killing 
insects  in  gardens,  asafe'idafor  horses,  testing  draics,  and 
other  purposes.and  it  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  have 
for  these  purposes  so  high  a  degree  of  purity  as  that  required 
in  medicine.  There  is  therefore  a  necessity  for  an  average 
or  normal  standard  of  purity  of  drugs  for  trade-purposes. 
The  Government  that  protects  the  public  by  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  should  also  furnish  a  legal  standard  by 
which  the  provisions  of  that  Act  could,  without  injustice  to 
the  seller,  be  carried  out. 

Dr.  AttSeld  has  already  distinctly  stated  that  although  the 
Pharmacopoeia  is  quoted  in  law  courts  as  a  standard  for  the 
purity  of  drugp,  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  a  legal  standard 
(except  so  far  as  the  drugs  ordered  by  physicians  in  their 
prescriptions  are  concerned).  The  sooner,  therefore,  the 
Government  appoints  a  committee  of  analjsts  and  pharma- 
cists to  agree  upon  a  normal  or  average  standard  of  purity 
for  drugs  used  for  technical  and  domestic  purposes,  the  better 
for  both  the  public  and  pharmacists,  and  the  more  satis- 
factory will  the  reports  of  analysts  and  the  working  of 
the  Act  become. 

A  certain  number  of  drugs  vary  exceedingly  in  purity 
from  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  any  Act  of 
Parliament  in  this  country,  such  as  araroba,  asafetida, 
galbanum,  scammony,  aloes,  &c ,  and  it  would  doubtless 
be  more  satisfactory  if  no  crude  drugs  of  this  class  were 
admitted  into  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  only  strained  or 
purified  preparations.  In  the  case  of  asafetida,  which  might 
lose  a  certain  amount  of  volatile  oil  during  the  process  of 
straining,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  adding  the  oil 
(distilled  from  the  impure  cheaper  drug)  to  the  tincture  or 
pills  in  which  the  strained  drug  is  used. 

At  present  it  would  be  only  fair  to  chemists  for  the  analyst 
or  inspector  to  ask  for  drags  of  B.P.  strength  or  purity 
before  judging  them  by  that  standard,  and  wise  for  the 
chemists  to  label  samples  of  drugs  as  "  B.P."  or  "  Not  B.P.," 
according  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  required. 

Sevenoaks,  December  19.  E.  M.  Holmes. 

Sib, — Although  the  paper  by  Dr.  Martin  and  myself  has 
not  yet  been  printed  in  the  Analyst,  I  should  like  to  set 
right  one  or  two  points  in  your  report  of  the  paper  on  "  Asa- 
fetida," read  before  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts.  First, 
as  regards  "  intentional  adulteration  "  I  never  for  a  moment 
supposed  that  the  drug  was  tampered  with  after  importation, 
but  it  is  clear  that  when  collected  it  is  mixed  with  stones 
(alabaster)  which  simulate  in  appearance  the  gum-resin 
itt elf.  When  a  demand  for  a  purer  asafetida  is  created,  no 
doubt  mare  care  will  betaken  in  its  preparation.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  Mr.  John  Umnc-y  (C.  <j-  D.,  December  16)  agrees 
with  me  in  suggesting  that,  as  far  as  the  tincture  is  con- 
cained,  the  difficulty  can  be  overcome  by  working  with  such 
a  quantity  of  a'afetida  as  to  produce  a  tincture  yielding 
approximately  12  grammes  of  solid  matter  per  100  c  c.  As 
regards  the  gum-ret  in,  in  the  discussion  which  followed  the 
paper  I  suggested  that,  if  any  samples  were  examined  under 
the  Food  aid  Drug3  Act,  the  standard  given  in  the  B.P. 
was  too  strirgent  to  be  applied  for  the  present,  as  I  do  not 
believe  that  even  isolated  cons;gnment3  of  the  drug  are  to 
be  found  which  would  fulfil  the  B.P.  requirements;  it  is 
certainly  impossible  to  obtain  any  that  is  strictly  B.P.  in 
Muautity.  I  therefore  suggested  that,  for  the  time  bsing,  a 
lower  standard  should  be  adopted  for  medicinal  purposes — 
tamely,  ash  cot  to  exceed  20  per  cent.,  and  alcohol-soluble 
matter  not  to  be  less  than  50  per  cent.  Asafetida  coming  up 
to  these  requirements  is  availab'e,  and  if  this  were  done  for 
a  year  it  is  very  probable  that  the  matter  would  tight  itself 
without  friction.  If  pharmacists,  when  ordering  asafetida 
Itom  their  wholesale  houses,  would  ask  to  be  supplied  with 
gum  answering  the  B,P,  requirements,  or,  failing  that,  with 
gum  corresponding  to  the  abo^e-sagg'esttd  standard,  much 
more  real  good  will  be  effected  than  by  a  few  isolated  pro- 


secutions. I  would  add  that  I  was  reported  to  have  said 
that  I  had  examined  a  sample  of  gum  asafetida  containing 
only  7  per  cent,  of  ash.  This  is  not  so.  I  have  not 
personally  examined  any  sample  of  gum  as  imported  giving 
less  than  26  per  cent,  of  ash.  Yours  truly. 

Exeter,  December  20.  0.  G.  Moos. 

The  Eouthwark  Thefts. 

Sib,— In  your  report  of  the  police-court  proceedings  of  the 
robbery  at  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Cj.'s  we  notice  you  state 
that  Lardent  sold  the  cod-liver  oil  to  a  wholesale  firm  in 
Mitre  Square.  As  the  only  firm  of  wholesale  druggists  in 
Mitre  Square,  we  beg  to  state  that  we  did  not  buy  the  oil 
from  the  man  Lardent;  we  have  never  had  any  dealings 
with  him,  and  do  not  know  him  in  any  way. 

We  remain,  yours  truly, 

HOENEB  &  SOX3. 

Mitre  Square,  Aldgats,  EC,  December  15. 

Mr.  Boot  on  Companies. 

Sib, — I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  reply  to  the  personal 
allusions  in  your  journal  of  December  16,  seeing  that  you 
have  mentioned  me  by  name. 

With  respect  to  "Xrayser's"  remarks,  to  the  effect  that 
the  chemists  "  could  hardly  do  better  than  take  a  cutting  of 
Mr.  Boot's  remarks  and  read  them  to  the  Lord  Ohancellor," 
I  need  scarcely  point  out  that  what  I  said  was  directly 
opposed  to  the  qualified-directorate  idea  taken  in  its  entirety. 
What  I  allow  is  that  a  proportion  oE  qualified  chemists  on  the 
directorate  is  advantageous,  bit  I  was  careful  to  show  that 
there  is  no  example  of  a  large  drug  company  having  been  suc- 
cessful when  the  whole  of  the  directorate  was  composed  of 
qualified  chemists  alone. 

My  idea,  as  I  stated  at  the  meeting,  was  that  a  seat  on  the 
directorate  should  be  the  reward  of  trained  men  who  had 
worked  for  us  in  different  departments  for  years.  Therefore, 
our  chemists'  department  being  by  far  the  largest,  it  would 
in  proportion  be  most  largely  represented  on  the  directorate. 
The  late  Michael  Conroy,  of  Messrs.  Evans  k  Co  ,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware,  was  not  a  qualified  chemist,  and  therefore 
unable  to  sell  a  halfpennyworth  of  red  precipitate  over  the 
counter.  Yet  ha  filled  the  position  of  President  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  and  was  a  man  who,  if  he 
had  been  in  our  employ,  would  have  been  offered  a  seat  on 
the  board.  In  fact,  a  seat  on  the  directorate  should  imply 
special  abilities  and  qualifications  apart  fiom  any  financial 
support  the  directcr  might  be  able  to  offer  to  the  company, 
and  also  apart  from  the  hall-mark  put  upon  him  by  possess- 
ing the  Minor  or  Major  qualification. 

But,  above  all,  the  directora*e  would  have  to  comprise  a 
man  of  general  business  and  financial  capacity  such  as  is 
rarely  if  ever  found  in  the  racks  cf  purely  qualified  chemists, 
not  because  of  incapacity,  but  simply  because  the  routice  of 
an  ordinary  chemist's  business  cannot,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  afford  a  sufficiently  wide  range  of  business  ex- 
perience. 

Your  own  remarks  as  to  the  anomaly  of  our  compary 
selling  poisons  is  quite  beside  the  maik,  when  it  is  reflected 
(with  all  sympathy  for  the  widow)  that  the  widow  of  a 
chemist  in  a  northern  town,  for  some  jears  after  his  death, 
managed  about  twenty  shops,  and  that  her  daughter  suc- 
cfeded  her,  so  that  the  anomaly,  if  it  exists,  is  in  the 
widows'  clause. 

For  my  part,  I  can  see  no  anomaly.  Granted  a  company 
of  which  every  member  of  the  directorate  was  a  qualified 
chemist,  it  would  be  amusing  to  see  all  the  directors  to- 
gether, as  being  the  company  or  representing  the  company, 
grouped  around  the  counter  selling  a  halfpennyworth  of  red 
precip;tate.  If  they  did  not  do  so  they  would  have  to  leave 
the  sale  of  it  to  a  qualified  emplojij  jost  as  we  do. 

Vourd  faithfully, 

NdltiDgham,  L'ecsmber  19.  Jesse  Boot. 

The  Benevolent  Jfuud. 

Sib, — In  perusing  your  pages  that  contained  tbe  accour-t 
of  tbe  ibove  fund  and  its  supporters,  as  well  as  1<  okiog  over 
the  circular  sent  ([  suppose)  to  all  chemists  of  the  land,  I 
was  startled  with  the  prominent  line  en  that  circular  con- 
taining the  following  -words:  "Over  ten  thousand  who  con- 
tribute nothing  tcfiaids  "  (the  fund)  !  I 
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Are  these  ten  thousand  chemists  applied  to  in  earnest  1 
Really,  I  am  ashamed  to  be  on  the  rolls  of  the  profession, 
although  in  business  over  sixty-two  years — poor  North- 
Welian  as  I  am — that  so  many  cannot  or  do  not  spare  five 
or  ten  shillings  a  year  to  this  very  excellent  charity. 

The  Government  seems  to  be  feeling  for  the  aged  work- 
men, and  should  not  a  fraternity,  many  in  which  are  rich 
and  able  support  so  benevolent  an  object  1 

We  find  in  your  will-column  many  chemists  who  die  worth 
their  thousands  ;  but  very  few  bequeath  anything  to  this 
worthy  institution.  I  hope  this  will  be  taken  by  your 
readers  in  the  good  feeling  it  is  written. 

Yours,  &c, 
A  Noeth  Wales  Chemist.  (131/99.) 

Seasonable  Appreciation. 

Sie, — I  duly  received  the  copy  of  your  Diaey  for  190D,  and 
I  have  already  sent  it  to  non-subscriber3  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Our  next  colleague,  some  five  miles  distant,  said  at  once, 
"  You  English  are  a  great  nation,"  for  on  the  table  was  also 
the  German  Pharmaoeutischer  Kalendcr,  and  the  difference 
was  striking  in  the  extreme. 

A  Baden  Apothekee.    (192/26  ) 

Sie,— In  reply  to  the  note  at  the  foot  of  page  917, 1  can 
say  "ditto."  I  have  subscribed  twenty-two  years  and  com- 
peted for  one  of  your  prizes  twenty-five  years  ago.  I  can 
not  afford  to  be  without  the  C.  $  B. 

Yours  truly, 

Manchester,  December  5.  E.  Yates. 

Sie, — I  am  very  pleased  with  The  Chemists'  and  Deug- 
gists'  Diary,  which  alone  is  worth  the  subscription  on 
account  of  the  formu'ce  it  eontaics. 

Yours, 

Wabd.  (184/53.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Question  of  Charge. 

Hypo  (195/42)  asks  what  would  be  a  fair  charge  to  account 
for  the  following : — 

Sodii  salicyl.  (nat.)  ...       ...       ...  3vj. 

Potassii  iodidi   5iv. 

Potassii  citratis      ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Aq.  ad   ...  5vj, 

M. 

Sig. :  5ij.  ex  aq,  quarfcis  horig, 

The  pri;e  works  out  at  6s.  upon  the  Liv^ool  price-list 
basis. 


This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
real  interest. 

A  Whita  Precipitate  in  a  Mixture. 

SlE, — Uould  you  inform  me  a3  to  the  reason  why  the 
following  prescription  turns  milky  white  when  the  liq.  am. 
acet,  is  added  1 — 


M. 


Liq.  ferri  perchlor. 
Spt.  tether,  nitrosi 
Ac.  phosph.  dil. 
Liq.  amnion,  acet. 
Glycer, 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad 


5ij. 

5iss. 

Si- 
Svj. 


Sig. :  5j-  t.i.d. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  D.    (125/8  ) 

["Ammonio-phoiphate  of  iron  is  precipitated  by  the  am- 
monium acetate.] 

TJrotropin. 

Sir, -  If  Mr.  Parry  is  correct  in  his  note,  as  we  do  n<5t 
doubt  he  is,  how  is  it  that  we  pay  Is.  6d.  per  oz.  for  hexa- 
methylene-tetramin,  when  ordered  under  that  name,  and  the 
same  wholesale  bouse  lists  urotropine  at  2s.  9d.  per  oz.  ? 
'Ibere  must  be  a  difference  somewhere. 

Yours  very  truly, 

M.  &  W.    (204/41 ) 

["  Urotropine"  is  a  registered  name,  and  the  English  agents 
Hit  it  at  2s  2d.  per  oz  ,  so  that  "  M.  k  W."  buy  ib  cheap. 
It  is  hexamethylene-tetramine,  orformin,  and  may  be  told  by 
anybody  under  its  chemical  name,  and  presumably  more 
cheaply.  It  is  made  by  the  interaction  of  ammonia-gas 
nnd  formaldehyde,  blalifoimiu  is,  m  Mr.  Parry  explained 
the  salicylata  of  for min,  and  bears  the  same  lelatioa  to 
lormin  a3  salipyrin  does  to  antipyrih,] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    WJien  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

171/35.  Nocturne. — Workicg  Theatrical  Limelight  — 
We  remember  having  seen  a  book  on  stage-management  in 
which  the  subject  was  incidentally  dealt  with,  but  cannot 
recall  the  title.  The  limelight  is  not  very  difficult  to  manage  : 
a  few  experiments  with  an  optical  larjtern  will  show  you  the 
possibilities.  The  colours  are  produced  by  placing  coloured 
glass  or  gelatin  in  front  of  the  lantern-lens. 

180/47.  A.  Q.  (Genoa). — Bismuth  Hair  restorer,  like 
all  metallic  hair-restorers,  is  merely  a  surface  dye,  and  if  the 
hair  has  not  been  recer.tly  washed  so  as  to  free  it  from 
grease  the  dye  comes  off  through  friction.  It  also  appears 
that  the  colour  that  the  bismuth  mixture  imparts  to  the  hair 
varies  somewhat  with  the  individual.  The  formula  given  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  has  been  carefully  worked  out-, 
and  found  to  do  what  is  required  under  average  conditions. 
We  think,  therefore,  that  jou  should  try  another  dve  of 
organic  origin. 

200/21.  Oxonian.— (V)  Eighty  pounds  is  not  an  excessive  pre- 
mium for  a  four-jear  appreDticeship  in  a  good-class  business. 
(2)  The  apprentice's  master  generally  advises  his  apprentice 
as  to  the  course  of  study  he  shall  pursue.  (3)  We  have 
never  heard  of  masters  giving  pocket-money  to  their  appren- 
tices unless  there  is  an  agreement  to  return  part  of  the 
premium  in  that  way. 

177/36.  Ink. — Flavouring-powders  for  Cakes. — These 
are  made  by  triturating  the  oils  of  caraway,  lemon,  and 
orange  with  sugar  in  the  proportion  of  5ij.  of  the  oil  with 
1  lb.  of  sugar. 

158/44.  Distemper.  —  The  Distemper- pills  for  Dogs 
which  are  described  as  infallible  are  composed  of  chlorate 
of  potash,  8  gr.  in  each  pill. 

166/8.  Gapes.— (1)  Powder  for  Gapes  —This  is  a  mix- 
ture of  camphor  and  chalk,  but  we  presume  most  of  the 
camphor  has  evaporated  from  vour  sample,  as  it  reaches  us 
with  only  a  trace  in  it.  (2)  When  making  Sulphur  Saline 
by  the  addition  of  dried  hyposulphite  of  soda,  the  quantity 
added  should  not  exceed  Sj.  to  the  pound  of  saline. 

174/18,  Shamrock. — The  Mange  ointment  is  composed 
of  black  sulphur  (1)  and  soft  soap  (2).  The  directions 
"Shamrock"  senda  are  :  "  Eub  a  little  on  the  affected  paj  t 
with  the  hand,  then  wet  with  water  and  again  rub  till  a 
lather  is  formed." 

175/53,  Nemo. — Your  sample  of  "French"  coffte  con- 
tains a  minimum  of  coffee.  We  do  not  recognise  the  com- 
ponents. 

162/3.  B.  £f. — The  antifernient  used  for  cider  is  calcium 
bisulphite, 
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188/64.  It.  L.  sends  a  sample  of  septic  gelatin  cloth  for 
covering  hams  and  bacon,  and  asks  us  to  tell  him  how  it  is 
made.  A  strong  solution  of  gelatin  is  first  prepared, 
coloured,  and  saturated  with  salt.  The  solution  is  then 
spread  on  gauze  or  calico  by  a  machine  such  as  is  used  for 
plaster-spreading,  and  on  a  small  scale  by  pouring  the  gelatin 
into  shallow  dishes  which  have  the  bottom  lined  with  gauze. 

170/51.  Scour. — The  following  represents  the  sample  of 
Scour-powder  for  Cattle,  which  you  say  is  "very  effi- 
cacious":— 

Powdered  oak-bark   2  oz. 

Powdered  chalk      ...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

Powdered  ginger   £  oz. 

Mix. 

The  dose  for  a  con  is  three  or  four  tablespoonf als  twice 
daiiy. 

186/20.  Kong.  Bcng. — The  Starch-enamel  is,  as  you 
opine,  composed  of  French  chalk  and  powdered  soap.  The 
recipe  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  307,  is  prac- 
tically identical. 

179/43.  T.  M. — The  powder  used  against  the  fungoid 
affections  of  tomato-plants  is  sulphate  of  iron,  coarsely 
powdered,  and  mixed  with  about  a  half  part  of  charcoal. 

186/24.    Sctay. — Tooth-powder,  as  j  our  sample : — 

Pulv.  camphor.    i  oz. 

Pulv.  saponis   1  oz. 

Cretfo  precip   4  oz, 

Pulv.  iridis    ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

M. 

152/16.  Alpha. — The  Cough-slectuaiy  for  horses  "of 
great  repute  "  resembles  the  following :  — 

Camphor.      ...    '   5J. 

Ext.  belladonna)    5j. 

Pulv.  resinse  5j. 

Picis  liq  5j. 

Glycerini      ...     '   q.s.  ut  fiat 

electuarium 

The  above  quantity  is  one  dose.  The  horse's  tongue  is 
pulled  forward  and  the  electuary  smeared  on  the  thick 
portion. 

130/29.  W.  F. — It  is  not  possible  to  exactly  analyse  the 
Horse-colic  Mixture  you  send.  It  contains,  however, 
turpentine  and  laudanum  as  active  ingredients.  From  this 
and  the  examples  given  in  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice  " 
you  will  bs  able  to  construct  a  formula. 

170/40.  E.  M.  H. — You  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  fact 
that  the  Isle  of  Man  Legislature  is  now  busy  over  a  Phar- 
macy Bill. 

200/34.  Physic  — You  can  gat  full  particulars  regarding 
the  L  8.A.  Diploma  by  addressing  the  Secretary  to  the 
Court  of  Examiners,  Society  of  Apothecaries,  Blackfriars, 
London,  E.C. 

193/74.  Rodent. — Oil  of  anise  is  the  perfume  which  is 
said  to  be  most  attractive  to  rats  and  mice.  See  Diaby  for- 
mulas. 

171/45  Keswick — The  interpretation  of  Gould's  Hop 
Compound  recipe  (which  is  what  you  send)  is  given  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  503. 

164/67.  Tragac.—C&tx  you  send  us  a  sample  of  the  powder 
which,  dissolved  in  water,  is  used  for  cleaning  white  hunting- 
breeches  1 

162,23.  C.  Co — You  can  get  all  kinds  of  aniline 
dyes  from  Messrs.  Williams  Brothers  &  Co.,  Hounslow, 
Middlesex. 

167/13.  W.  I.  P.—  Slake  Varnish.— There  is  a  formula 
for  this  in  the  1900  Diaby,  page  268,  and  another  in  the 
O.  $  D.,  June  3,  page  900. 

186/8.    C:,u'r.y's'a~t(.—'We  cannot  traoe  your  sample  of 
asfchm'a'-c'ure. 


185/5  Mizpah  —Naphthalene  is  insoluble  in  cold  water, 
and  therefore  not  suitable  for  putting  in  a  w.c.  tank  as  a 
disinfectant.  Beta-naphthol,  being  slightly  soluble  in  cold 
water,  would  perhaps  suit  your  purpose. 

182/29.  Oxon—We  have  no  formula  for  non-separable 
hair-wash  containing  petroleum. 

187/10.  F.  E.  D  —  Mustard  Bran  Poultices  for  cold  in 
the  chest  are  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  linseed  poultice, 
a  formula  for  which  was  given  in  the  B.P.  1885. 

186/63  E.  L.  T.— Chemistry  of  the  Laundry.— The 
only  book  wnich  at  all  fills  your  requirements  is  Brannt's 
"  Practical  Securer  and  Garment-dyer  "  (Sampson  Low). 

185/49.  H.  C.  R7:— Quantity  of  malt  to  use  for  beer  or 
stout.— See  C.  $  D.,  Jane  17,  page  974,  and  July  22,  page  137. 

185/52.  Ycrax—  (1)  You  cannot  make  a  representative 
expressed  oil  of  mustard  by  mixing  essential  oil  of  mustard 
with  linseed  oil.  (2)  In  making  aromatic  waters  by  shakiDg 
the  various  essential  oils  with  hot  water  and  filtering  through 
kaolin  it  is  usual  to  allow  one  drop  of  oil  to  1  oz.  of  water. 

194/6.  J.  G.  W. — (1)  Embrocation.— See  C.  <f  D, 
December  16,  1899.  page  1002  (2)  Pile-powder —See  The 
Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaby,  page  268.  (3)  Obesity- 
mixtUTe —  The  liquid  extract  of  biadderwrack  (ext.  fuci 
vesiculosi)  is  the  basis  of  this  class  of  medicine.  (4)  It  is 
illegal  to  advertise  gonorrheca-mixture.  See  The  Chemists' 
and  Dbuggists'  Diaby,  page  217. 

Z06/73.  G.  A.  W. — The  following  are  the  United  States 
medical  schools  recognised  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
for  professional  education : — 

New  Yobk. — The  University ;  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons ;  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College. 

Philadelphia. — The  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Jefferson 
Colle  ge. 

Cambridge,  Boston. — Harvard  University. 
Chicago. — Rush  Medical  College. 
Michigan. — The  University. 

San  Fhancisco. — Cooper  Medical  College ;  the  University  of 
California. 

New  Haven,  Connecticut. — Yale  University. 

205/45.  C — We  do  not  follow  the  fluctuations  of  the 
shares  sufficiently  closely  to  advise  on  this  matter. 

160/29.  JEsculapius. — (1)  Cleaning  Buckskin  Boots. — 
Pipeclay  alone  is  often  used,  but  the  following,  which  was 
formerly  much  in  use  for  leather  breeches,  is  better : — 


Pipeclay    lb. 

Spanish  white         ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Flake-white     3vj. 

Precipitated  chalk   §iv. 

Spermaceti   5vj. 

Lard   '   gviij. 


Melt  the  spermaceti  and  lard  together,  and  with  them  mass 
the  mixed  powders. 

(2)  The  general  directions  for  Egg-promoting  Spices  are 
to  add  one  teaspoonful  of  the  spice  to  the  food  of  eight  or 
ten  fowls  every  other  day  with  the  morning  meal. 

190/89.  Nolens  Volens  —(1)  Liq.  bismnthi  sedativus  is  a 
speciality  of  Messrs.  Giles,  Schacht  &  Co  ;  (2)  Rouse's 
"  Dictionary  of  Synonyms,"  1*.  (61  Charlotte  Street,  W.)  ; 

(3)  Aq.  Menth  Pip.  Cone.  (1  to  40)  :— 

Oil  of  peppermint    ...       •  ">iv. 

Alcohol  (99-pcr-cent.)    f,j. 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Alcohol  (70-pcr-cent.)    giv, 

Shake  up  with— 

Kieselguhr    ...      ...      <■•      ...  5j. 

And  add  gradually — 

Distilled  water       ...    oiij. 

Shake  at  intervals  for  three  days,  filter,  and  make  up  to  Sviij 
with  alcohol  (60-per-cent.). 

(4)  Aq  Camph.  Cone— Dissolve  camphor  in  alcohol  (90- 
per:cent.)  in  the  proportion  of,140gr.  to  the  ounce,  and 
of  this  add"j  tz  to  each  •galfo'n  o'f  'water: 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  21. 

THE  penultimate  week  of  the  year  is  generally  dull  in 
business,  but  the  week  now  closing  ha9  been  less  bright 
than  usual.  The  appreciation  of  money  retards  business, 
and  we  seem  now  to  be  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  the 
war,  but  until  the  New  Year  that  factor  will  not  stand  out 
clearly.  A  few  important  changes  in  values,  especially  on 
the  up-grade,  are  noted  below  : — 


Higher 

Pinner 

Easier 

Lowei 

Acid,  pyrogallic 
Acid,  salicylic 
Cinchona 
Lime-juice 
Potash, 

bichromate 
Potashes 
Phenacetin 
Quinine 
Salicylates 

Menthol 
Opium 

Acid,  citric 
Acid,  tartaric 
Oil,  linseed 
Pepper 

Copper 

sulphate 
Senna 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  December  14  to  20,  both  inclusive  : — 
Calumba,  16;  camphor,  2  ;  cardamoms,  37  ;  castor  oil  (Ital ),  25 ; 
chamomiles,  6 ;  cochineal,  64 ;  cod-liver  oil,  42 ;  gum  arabic 
(Trieste),  10;  insect-flowers,  4  (powder)  227;  kola-nuts,  7; 
menthol,  5 ;  opium,  10  ;  quinine  (casks),  4  ;  senna  (Tiny.),  778 ; 
wax,  bees',  220  (W.  C.  A.),  147. 


Who  Wants  to  Go  to  the  Front? 

Mr.  A.  H.  Rolls,  Chairman  of  the  Mincing  Lace  Relief 
Fund,  has  been  asked  by  the  Loid  Mayor  to  inquire  if  any 
who  subscribed  to  the  fund  are  desirous  of  joining  the 
Imperial  Volunteer  Corps  for  South  Africa.  Will  those 
in  the  Lane  who  read  this,  please  communicate  with  Mr. 
Rolls  as  to  the  desirability  of  calling  a  meeting  about 
the  matter  1 

A  Drug=auction. 

A  shoit  drug-sale  was  held  to-day  prior  to  the  senna- 
auctions,  and  when  the  selling  broker,  Mr.  Donald  Gray 
(Messrs.  D.  Gray  &  Sons),  mounted  the  rostrum,  he  an- 
nounced that  it  was  not  his  personal  wish  to  have  a  sale, 
but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  other  brokers  were  offering 
senna  and  wax,  his  importer  had  instructed  him  to  offer  the 
goods,  and  he  was  therefore  compelled  to  do  so.  The  sale, 
consisting  of  a  few  packages  of  cardamoms  and  calumba, 
was  then  proceeded  with,  after  which  Mr.  Davis  (E.  Davis 
&  Oo  )  was  about  to  sell  his  senna,  when  Mr.  A.  Ziegele 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  senna  had  not  been 
properly  classified,  and  asked  what  would  be  the  position 
of  the  buyers  in  the  event  of  claims  being  sent  in,  to  which 
Mr.  Davis  replied  that  the  buyers  might  write  to  the 
wharfingers  pointing  out  that  senna  catalogued  as  sound 
had  been  found  damaged,  and  that  they  would  be  held 
responsible  for  any  error. 

Mr.  Ziegele  contended  that  the  home  buyers  were  in  a 
different  position  to  the  export  buyers,  and  could  look  after 
themselves.  The  senna,  he  said,  had  been  rushed  forward 
much  too  quickly,  in  order  to  be  in  time  for  the  present 
sale.  After  a  desultory  discussion,  Mr.  Davis  decided  that 
the  senna  should  be  sold  "  tel  quel "— i.e  ,  "  taken  as  it  is," 
and  this  was  done. 

At  2  o'clock  three  brokers  offered  beeswax  at  Messrs. 
Hale  &  Son's  room,  10  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E  C. 


A  South  African  Shipping  Union. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Times  of  December  15  that  the 
directors  of  the  Union  Steamship  Company  and  the  Castle 
Mail  Packets  Company  have  agreed  to  a  scherre  of 
amalgamation  (which  is  to  be  submitted  to  their  respective 
shareholders),  with  a  view  to  the  more  economical  and 
efficient  woiking  of  the  companies.  The  mail  contract, 
which  the  companies  hold  jointly,  is  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  for  the  ama'gamation.  Inquiries  at  headquarters 
have  elicited  no  information  one  way  or  ti  e  other.  The 
report,  however,  appears  to  be  well-founded,  and  it  may 
affect  the  South  African  "  rirg." 

Java  Government  Cinchona. 

The  quarterlv  report  cone*  rning  the  Government  cinchona- 
plantations  in  Java  for  the  three  months  ending  September 
has  just  been  issued.  The  weather  had  been  fairly  dry, 
with  very  little  night  frost,  and  owing  to  these  favourable 
climatic  conditions  and  abundance  of  labour,  the  work  wai 
carried  on  uninterruptedly.  In  the  Nagrak  district  a  plague 
of  caterpillars  has  again  caused  a  considerable  amount  of 
damage,  but  in  other  districts  the  plantations  have  suffered 
very  little  from  insect  pests.  The  total  harvest  during  the 
September  quarter  was  about  800  tons  of  bark,  of  which 
530  tons  had  been  shipped  to  Holland  and  100  tons  delivered 
to  the  Bandong  quinine  -  factory ;  the  balance  of  about 
l^O  tons  will  also  be  principally  sent  to  the  Bandong  works. 
With  regard  to  the  experimental  gardens  at  Tirfasari,  it  was 
found  that  where  the  ground  had  been  thoroughly  worked 
and  manured,  the  yield  of  sulphate  of  quinine  had  increased 
considerably,  in  some  cases  as  much  as  from  4  to  5f  per  cent. 
The  eross  revenue  from  six  auctions  amounted  to  about 
18  000?  and  the  net  profit  on  the  shipments  to  Holland  out 
of  the  1898  harvest  to  about  8  000?.  The  number  of  p'ants 
in  the  nurseries  was  1 775,000,  of  which  1,435,000  are 
Ledeeriana,  315  000  Succirubra,  and  25,000  hybrids  ;  in  the 
plantations  the  total  number  was  2  474,000— viz.,  1,550  000 
Ledeeriana,  439,000  hybrids,  437,000  Succirubra,  and  48,000 
Officiralis. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[Ti 1  ese  pi  ices  are  for  other  market-centres  than  London.] 

The  general  demand  for  products  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
is  at  present  well  kept  up,  although  seeing  that  the  holidays  are 
approaching  and  that  stock-taking  is  commencing  to  engage 
attention,  some  quietness  in  the  trade  is  quite  to  be  expected  now. 
Stocks  still  keep  low  and  prices  are  very  firm,  but  without  any 
specially  marked  changes. 

Alkali  Produce, — Bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  are'in 
brisk  request,  and  still  higher  are  quite  possible.  Caustic  soda 
is  very  scarce,  in  fact  practically  unobtainable  for  prompt  de- 
livery. Ammonia  alkali  very  firm,  and  in  demand  at  unchanged 
rates  of  4?.  7s.  6c?.  to  4?.  12s.  6c?.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bags. 
Soda  crystals  are  in  fair  request :  Tyne,  57s.  6c?.  ;  Liverpool, 
62s.  6c?.  Soda  ash,  caustic  and  carbonated,  unchanged,  at  4?.  5s. 
to  51.  per  ton,  but  with  advancing  tendency.  Bicarbonate  of 
soda,  in  10-cwt.  casks,  6?.  7s.  6d.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton,  and  6?.  17s.  6c?. 
to  7?.  2s.  6d  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.,  Liverpool.  Yellow 
prussiate  of  potash  is  rather  quiet  just  now,  but  the  price  for  best 
Lancashire  makes  stands  steadily  at  8c?.  to  S\d.  per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  weak  at  the  following  figures,  which 
are  rather  lower  than  those  last  given  : — Beckton,  111. ;  Beckton 
terms,  11?. ;  Hull,  Hi.  to  111.  2s.  6c?. ;  London  and  Leith, 
11?.  2s.  6c?.  to  11?.  3s.  9c?.    January  to  March  delivery,  111.  10s. 

Benzols  are  dull;  90-per-cent.  have  dropped  again  to  8%d. 
50-per-cent.  stand  at  10c?.  to  10hd. 

Babium-pboducts  are  in  brisk  demand,  and  prices  are  firm, 
with  advancing  tendency.  Blanc  fine,  precipitated  sulphate  of 
barium  in  paste-form,  11.  per  ton  in  usual  casks  free  on  rails. 
Chloride  of  barium,  best  ordinary  refined  crystals,  11.  2s.  6c?.  per 
ton  in  bags  f.o.b.,  and  61.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  free  on  rails  ;  casks, 
11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  5s.  Hydrate  of  barium,  purest  crystals,  12?.  to 
13?.  10s.  per  ton,  in  stock  in  6-7-cwt.  casks,  according  to  quantity, 
and  with  advancing  tendency.  Sulphide  of  barium  very  firm,  at 
51.  15s.  to  6/,.  per  ton  in  casks  on  rails. 

Lead  Salts  very  firm,  with  fair  demand.  Sugar  of  lead,  white, 
24?.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2£  per  cent.  Glasgow ;  and  sugar  of  lead, 
brown,  19?.  15s.  per  ton,  less  2A  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of 
lead,  23?.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2g  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  December  20. 
Russian  "Aniseed  is  offering  sparingly  at  20s.  to  22s.  6c?. 
per  cwt. 
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Castor  Oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  are  quoted  2g<2.  to  2y^d. 
per  lb.,  at  which  there  have  been  small  sales.  First-pressing 
French  is  in  more  inquiry  at  2$d.  to  2Jd.  per  lb. 

Gum-arabic  Sorts.— A  parcel  has  changed  hands  at  62s.  6^. 
per  cwt. 

African  Ginger. — Stocks  are  again  reduced,  and  the  only 
holder  quotes  27s.  Sd.  per  cwt. 

Bichromate  of  Potash. — Makers  have  advanced  price  to 
A\d.  per  lb. 

Beeswax. — Chilian  has  been  in  considerable  demand,  and  about 
110  sacks  have  changed  hands  at  from  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  10s.  per 
cwt.    -  !u 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Market  is  bare  of  cloudy  Maranham,  and 
fresh  arrivals  would  sell  readily, 

Quillaia. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  13Z.  5s.  to  13Z.  per 
ton,  the  latter  figure  for  a  parcel  of  about  12  tons. 

Honey  — For  good  liquid  Californian  50.s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted. 
Chilian  is  unchanged. 

Spermaceti.— An  arrival  of  27  cases  refined  Chilian  sold  at 
Is.  3gf7.  per  lb.,  and  35s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  crude. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  December  18. 

Business  is  now  very  quiet  on  the  drug-market,  and  no  revival 
is  looked  for  till  the  turn  of  the  New  Year.  The  navigation  into 
the  interior  of  Germany  is  still  closed,  and  the  merchants  are 
busy  with  stock-taking. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  slow  of  sale  just  now,  with  second-hand 
sellers  at  about  360m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condurango-bark  is  steady  at  190m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  unchanged,  but  firm,  at  460m.  to  475m.  per 
100  kilos,  for  good  quality. 

Honey  is  firm,  but  quiet.  Chilian,  Pile  III.,  is  quoted  48m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  almost  unchanged  at  21m.  per  kilo. 
Lycopodium  is  firmly  held  at  410m.  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  is  firmer.    Second-hand  holders  now  ask  39m.  to  39jm. 
per  kilo. 

Turpentine  Oil  is  dearer.  American,  spot,  is  held  for  78m., 
January-April  shipment  79m.  per  100  kilos.,  delivered  here. 

Spermaceti. — Firmly  held  at  290m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Steady,  at  85m.  to  128m.  per  100  kilos., 
according  to  quality. 

Essential  and  other  Oils  are  quite  unchanged  since  last 
week. 

American  Market. 

New  York,  December  12. 

Business  is  good,  and  above  the  average  in  volume,  in  spite  of 
the  approach  of  the  holiday  season.  Values  are  well  maintained, 
and  the  general  tone  of  the  market  is  strong. 

Balsam  Peru  is  easier,  on  account  of  new  arrivals  ;  $1.60  to 
$1.70  per  lb  is  asked,  according  to  quantity  and  holder. 

Beeswax  has  sold  freely  at  28c.  per  lb.,  and  values  are  firmer 
at  28ic  to  29c.  for  ordinary  pure. 

Buchu-leaves  are  in  a  strong  position,  and  business  is  confined 
to  small  parcels,  quotations  being  firm  at  30c.  to  33c.  per  lb.  for 
ordinary  "  shorts." 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Holders  on  the  Pacific  are  firmer  in  their 
views,  and  quotations  show  a  fractional  advance.  Local  dealers 
are  still  offering  at  5jC  to  65C  ,  according  to  quality. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  easier,  in  sympathy  with  foreign  markets, 
and  quotations  show  a  decline  to  53c.  to  55c.  per  lb.  Stocks  are 
still  small. 

Golden-seal  (Hydrastis)  is  offering  more  freely  from  the 
producing  points,  but  spot  values  are  unchanged  at  60c.  to  65c. 
per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha  — Rio  is  a  trifle  easier,  following  the  decline  in 
the  London  market.  Local  holders,  however,  anticipate  a  re- 
action, owing  to  the  position  of  the  article,  and  quotations  are 
nominally  unchanged  at  $3.45  to  $3.60. 

Podophyllum- root  is  firmer,  consequent  on  the  higher  values 
asked  at  the  producing  points.  Local  holders  have  advanced 
prices  to  4£c. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  quiet,  and  in  the  absence  of  demand  present 
quotations  can  be  shaded.  Western  is  quoted  at  90c,  and  New 
York  at  95c. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  in  very  light  supply,  and  sales  have 
been  made  as  high  as  10^c.  per  lb.  The  market  is  firmer,  and 
ocal  holders  ask  up  to  12c. 

Senna-leaves  continue  scarce  and  firm ;  12c.  to  15c.  per  lb.  is 
asked  for  natural  Alexandrian,  and  12c.  to  20c.  for  Tinnevelly. 

Quinine  has  advanced,  in  sympathy  with  the  improvement  in 
bark,  but  the  market  is  quiet.  Manufacturers  now  quote  30c.  to 
32c,  and  second  hands  29c.  to  30c. 

Cablegrams. 

Hambubg,  Decemb  r  20  12.56  p.m.  :— Refined  camphor  in 
sejond  hands  is  now  at  355m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba-wax 


and  turpentine  are  both  in  a  firm  position,  the  latest  price 
for  the  later  being  78gm.  per  100  kilos. 

*         *         *  * 
Smyrna,  December  20,  1120  a.m. — Owing  to  a  severe 
frost  the  opium  market  has  developed  a  firmer  tendency. 
*         *         *  * 

New  Yobk,  December  21,  2  50  P.m.  : — The  general  tone 
is  quiet.  Ipecacuanha  is  easy,  at  #3.40  per  lb. ;  but 
sassafras  bark  or  root  is  scarce,  at  13 :.  per  lb.  Truxillo 
coca-leaves  a*e  higher,  30c  per  lb.  being  tbe  present  figure. 
Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  scarce,  and  selling  at  13c.  per  lb. 
Ergot  and  Ouracoa  aloes  are  both  firmer;  ergot  is  now  55o. 
per  lb.,  and  the  aloes  is  5c.  per  lb.  Salicylic  acid  has  ad- 
vanced 6c.  per  lb. 


Acid,  Oitbic. — English  crystals  can  now  be  had  at  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.,  being  easier. 

We  hear  from  Messina,  under  date  of  December  14,  that  the 
production  of  concentrated  lemon-juice  and  citrate  of  lime  is 
backward,  owing  to  drought,  and  that  the  quantity  of  bad  lemons 
which  must  be  cut  in  June  is  larger  than  anticipated.  It  is 
therefore  presumed  that  the  production  will  be  more  abundant. 
Actual  selling  prices  are  low,  and  sellers  are  willing  to  undertake 
forward  delivery  at  current  figures — viz.,  13Z.  10s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid,  Pybogallic. — Owing  to  the  advance  in  galls, 
makers  have  advanced  their  prices  6d.  per  lb.,  and  now 
quote  5-lb.  tins  at  7s.  6d.,  with  proportionate  reductions  for 
larger  quantities.    Schering's  price  is  unchanged. 

Acid,  Tabtabio,  has  an  easier  tendency  at  Is.  0\d.  per  lb. 
for  English  on  the  spot,  and  llfd  for  foreign. 

Aloes. — Socotrine  of  good  quality  can  be  had  at  72s.  6d. 
per  cwt ,  being  slightly  easier.  An  arrival  of  over  100  cases 
Cape  has  taken  place,  which  will  probably  be  offered  at  the 
next  drug- auctions.  It  is  reported  that  this  is  the  nemainder 
of  the  stock  at  the  Cape. 

Anise,  Stab. — Qaiet,  at  92s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  arrival. 
There  is  a  little  to  be  had  on  the  spot  at  100s. 

Abrowboot. — A  parcel  of  good  St.  Vincents  at  auction 
on  Wednesday  sold  at  H\d.  per  lb. 

Belladonna-boot  has  still  an  advancing  tendency,  good 
medium  being  quoted  at  40s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Buchu. — Small  sales  of  round  green  leaf  have  been  made 
this  week  at  l\d.  per  lb. 

Oalumba. — In  auction  a  bid  of  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  was 
refused  for  medium  to  bold  natural  root,  the  parcel  being 
bought  in  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Camphob. — Unchanged,!  but  firmly  held,  especially  in 
Hamburg.  Lo  wer  prices  are  not  looked  for  this  year,  and 
orders  for  German  refined  are  only  booked  subject  to  con- 
firmation at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  at  which  figure  second-hand 
holders  are  willing  to  sell  in  small  quantities.  Crude  is 
quiet  and  unchanged,  with  a  small  inquiry  for  spot  parcels. 

Oanth  abides  — Russian  flies  have  recently  been  advanced 
to  2s.  3d.  per  lb  ,  c.i.f. 

Cabdamoms. — In  auction  11  cases  were  offered  and  10 
sold  at  a  slight  advance,  good  medium  to  bold  pale  Ceylon- 
Mysore  realising  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  small  to  medium  pale 
2s.  \0d.,  very  small  ditto  Is.  Qd.,  splits  and  pickings  Is.  6d., 
and  one  case  of  seed  2s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Chamomiles  are  again  dearer,  and  nothing  is  obtainable 
under  90s.  per  cwt. 

OoOiiNE. — Opinions  concerning  the  future  course  of  this 
alkaloid  vary.  Some  think  it  has  reached  its  highest  point, 
while  others  say  a  rise  is  certain  at  the  commencement  of 
the  new  year.  Meanwhile  business  in  a  well-known  brand 
of  hydrochloride  has  been  done  at  a  shade  below  19s.  per  oz. 
to  fulfil  contracts.  There  are  brands  of  less-esteemed  make 
offering  at  9d.  to  Is.  below  this  figure.  Pew  contracts  are 
being  made  at  the  moment,  owing  to  diverse  views  as  to 
that  policy. 

Cinchona  — The  last  London  auctions  of  the  year  were 
held  on  Tuesday,  when  2,873  packages  were  offered  by  nine 
brokers,  the  bulk,  as  usual,  consisting  of  East  Indian  bark. 
The  demand,  opened  slow,  but  improved  as  the  sales  pro- 
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ceeded,  and  the  greater  portion  sold  at  and  after  the  sale  at 
about  5  per  cent.  advance  on  tie  last  Amsterdam  aaction- 
prices,  the  average  unit  being  reckoned  out  at  l^d.  per  unit 
of  quinine,  against  l^gd.  at  the  last  London  auctions.  There 
was  good  competition  for  the  cinchonidine-yielding  barks, 
and  the  unit  obtained  may  be  put  at  lf<f. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  offered  and  sold: — 
Packages  offered. 
East  Indian  cinchona...     1,763,  of  which  1,31)  were  sold. 
South    American  cin- 
chona   606        „        591  „ 

Java  cinchona ...       ...       386        „        263  „ 

Ceylon  cinchona       ...       118        „  81  „ 


2,873  2,245 
The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  purchased  by  the 


principal  buyers : — 

Lbs. 

The  Brunswick  factory    ...  156,450 

The  American  factories      ..       ...       ...       ...  78,982 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories        ...  70,4-4-5 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons    ...       ...  62,410 

The  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  factories  24,885 

The  Paris  factory   12,070 

The  Imperial  quinine-factory    644 

Druggists,  &c.    2,686 


Total  amount  of  bark  sold  ...  408,572 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn  116,862 


Total  quantity  of  bark  offered   ...  525,434 


The  following  prices  were  obtained : — 

South  American. — Bolivian  cultivated  calisaya  quill,  7(7.  to 
8%d.  per  lb.,  and  fine,  8£(i  to  W^d.  New  Granadian  (8  bales), 
3^d.  to  3f<i  Soft  Colombian  (28  bales),  l^d.  Cuprea  (131  bales), 
2d.  to  3§<i.  per  lb. 

Java. — Ledgeriana :  Natural  stem  chips,  3%d.  to  6|<Z.  rich 
ditto,  7id.  to  8d.  and  (9  bales)  W^d.  per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Succirubra:  Natural  stem  chips,  at  3d.  to  4i<2. 

East  Indian.— Red :  Natural  chips,  3f  d  to  3%d.  ;  shavings, 
4<2.;  renewed,  3\d.  to  3|d.  Crown:  Natural  chips  and  shavings, 
poor,  Ud.  to  2±d. ;  ordinary  to  fair,  SJdL  to4^rf. ;  good,  Ihd.  to  Jd. ; 
and  fine  rich,  Qd.  to  8^d. ;  root,  7|d.  Renewed.  3}td.  to  4$d. ; 
rich,  5f  d.  to  8d.    Ledgerianas  :  Natural  stem  chips,  3d.  to  4§<2. 

The  shipments  from  Oeylon  for  the  week  ending  Novem- 
ber 28  were  25178  lbs.,  and  from  January  1  to  Novem- 
ber 28  591,355  lbs. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Lower,  at  24Z.  5s.  per  ton,  spot ; 
Liverpool,  251  10s  f.o.b. 

Galangalboot.  —There  are  no  supplies  on  the  spot,  but 
small  pales  have  been  made  recently  to  arrive  at  22s.  par 
cwb.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Arabic — Soudan  sorts  have  been  in  slightly  more 
inquiry  and  values  are  unchanged.  O:  insoluble  Persian 
nnworked  sorts  hive  soli  at  18s.  par  csvb. 

Ipecacuanha  is  firmly  held,  with  small  sales  of  both  Rio 
and  Cartagena  root  at  from  lis.  9d.  to  12s.  3d.  per  lb.  for 
good,  and  8s  Qd.  to  8?  9d.  respectively. 

LlMEJUlOE  is  about  Qd.  par  gallon  dearer  this  week, 
nothing  baio.^  obtaiiaole  uaier  2s.  9i  for  raw  West  Indian. 

Ltcopodium  is  quote!  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  Dacem- 
ber-January  (shipment. 

MasraoL.  —  A*ain  firmer,  holdars  reportiag  small  sales  at 
10s  61.  per  lb.  sp>t  fir  Kibayashi  crystals,  and  10s.  3d.  for 
Fa3iana.    For  arrival  the  quotation  is  lis.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Quiet,  but  firmly  held  at  from  77s.  Qd. 
to  80s.  pjr  barrel  c.i.f.  A  small  sale  of  a  well  known  brand 
is  reported  ao  83s  Qd  spot.  Some  agents  report  they  have 
orders  in  hand,  but  cannot  execute  them  even  at  80s.  They 
look  for  dearer  pd  ;es  in  January. 

Bergen,  December  16. — Business  in  Lofoten  non-congealing 
oil  is  now  slackening,  owing  to  the  end  of  the  season.  Stocks  are, 
however,  very  small,  and  nothing  is  to  be  obtained  under  75s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  are 
13,968  barrels,  against  7,933  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil  Peppermint. —For  Japanese  deinentholised  oil 
3s.  101^.  per  lb.  spot  is  quoted,  and  for  40  per  cent  5s  Qd. 
spot  has  been  paid,  and  more  money  is  now  asked. 
American  H  iH  remains  easy,  with  sellers  on  the  spot  at 
from  5s   l±d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb ,  according  to  quantity, 


although  importers  ask  more  money.  So-called  "  Wayne 
County  "  is  3s.  Qd.  to  4s.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  high  prices  now  asked  prevent  business,  and 
only  small  sales  of  manufacturing  descriptions  have  been 
made  at  full  rates.  Persian  is  without  change,  bat  firmly 
held. 

Smyrna,  December  8. — We  have  again  to  report  a  very  active 
week,  the  sales  amounting  to  156  cases  (on  account  of  the  United 
States),  at  an  advance  of  nearly  2d.  per  lb.  over  last  week's 
prices.  A.s  before  mentioned,  the  bulk  of  the  stock  is  in  the 
hands  of  strong  holders,  who  will  not  sell  unless  the  market 
advances  to  9s.  and  up  yards.  The  opium  in  the  hands  of  weak, 
needy  holders  is  comparatively  small,  which  in  the  present  brisk 
demand  for  America  will  last  another  six  or  seven  weeks.  The 
arrivals  to  date  are  2,296  cases,  against  1,214  cases  last  year. 

Orris-root — Without  inqiiryhare,  and  prices  remain  as 
last  quoted — viz  ,  fro  n  52s  to  55s.  per  c  wt.,  c.i.f.,  for  selected 
Florentine. 

M.  Antoine  Chiris,  of  Grasse,  informs  us  that  he  was  not  the 
moving  spirit  in  the  recent  speculation  in  this  article.  Writing  to 
us  from  Paris,  he  says:  "I  am  absolutely  opposed  to  the 
syndic  ite,  and  have  always  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  prices 
were  not  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  crop,  and  which,  in  spite 
of;  he  syndicate's  efforts,  will  probably  corns  down  shortly." 

Phesacetin — The  makers  (with  one  exception)  have 
rateed  their  prices,  botu  for  B  P.  crystals  and  powler,  to 
3s  Qd  per  lb.  net  for  5-cwt.  quantities,  3s.  Id.  for  2-cwt., 
and  3s  3d  for  1-cwt.  lots,  with  smaller  quantities  at  pro- 
portionately higher  rates.  In  second  hands  thsre  are  offers 
at  Id.  less  than  the  above  prices.  Bayer's  make  is  un  shanged 
at  5s.  Qd.  for  wholesale  quantities. 

Potash  Bichromate  has  been  advanced  to  5d.  per  lb. 
spot,  being  \d  dearer.  Business  has,  however,  been  done  in 
one  quart  sr  at  4|^. 

Potashes  are  again  dearer  at  27s.  Qd.  per  cwfc.  spot,  and 
pearl  34s. 

Quinine. — Dearer.  The  advance  in  the  unit  at  the 
London  birk-sales  induced  German  makers  on  Wednesday 
to  advancj  their  prices  for  sulphate  in  1,000-oz.  tins  to 
Is  3\d  per  oz ,  bat  they  are  not  free  sellers  at  this  figure. 
On  Friday  aal  Si'.urdiy  of  last  week  a  considerable  business 
was  done  in  second  hands  (some  140  000  to  150  000  oz.), 
being  sold  at  Is  Z\d.  spot,  and  Is.  2%d  for  March  delivery, 
the  balk  of  the  business  baing  at  the  latter  figure.  The 
week  opened  at  a  further  advance,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  3^  being 
paid  on  the  spot,  and  Is.  3\d.  to  Is.  3^  for  March  in 
moderate  quantities.  Since  then  the  market  has  been  easier, 
with  sellers  at  Is.  2Ji.  spot,  and  Mirch  delivery  at  Is.  3\d. 
per  oz. 

Saliczlates. — O  wing  to  the  rise  in  carbolic  acid  makers 
have  advanced  their  prices  Zd.  per  lb  on  the  acid,  and  5d. 
on  the  soda  preparations,  bat  will  not  book  orders  for  more 
than  half-ton  lots.  Salicylic  acid  is  now  Is.  lid.  for  powder, 
and  2<  Id  for  crystals  in  small  wholesale  lots  ;  physio- 
logically pur*,  3s.  11^.  Salicylate  of  soda,  powder,  2s.  Hd. ; 
crystals,  2s.  lOd  ;  and  pare,  3s.  10^.  Contracts  for  delivery 
over  «ix  months  at  proportionately  less  rates,  with  falling 
clause. 

Scammonium. — Small]sales  of  Syrian  have  been  made  at 
15s  per  lb. 

Senna— An  auction  of  785  bales  Tinnevelly  senna  was 
held  to-day,  when  everything  was  practically  sold  at  steady 
rates  for  gooi  green,  but  comnon  and  inferior  grades  were 
quite  ^d.  to  \d.  per  lb.  lower.  The  quality  of  the  bulk  was 
very  inferior,  a  large  proportion  consisting  of  "jungle" 
senna.  The  following  prices  were  paid:— Medium  to  bold 
green  leaf,  >K\d  to  b\d  per  lb. ;  fair  to  good  medium  leaf,  3\d. 
to  3\d  ;  small  to  medium,  part  brown  and  yellowish,  Z\A. 
to  3d  ;  small  spotty  brown  and  damaged,  Z\d.  to  2%d. 
Pods  realised  3%d.  per  lb.  Privately  sales  of  old  broken 
Alexandrian  leaf  have  been  made  at  bd.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Q  net  in  auction,  when  150  cases  second  orange 
were  offered,  and  withdrawn  at  66s.  to  67s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
to  fine.  Privately  TN  orange  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  62s  Qd. 
for  fair,  and  small  transactions  have  been  put  through  at 
this  figure. 

Spices  have  been  quiet,  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  year. 
Pepper  and  Cloves  are  rather  easier,  but  otherwise  there  is 
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no  change  in  quotations.  Public  sales  were  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, but  they  were  of  no  importance.  Dull  brownish 
rou|h  Cochin  Ginger,  slightly  wormy,  was  bought  in  at  25s. 
per  cwt.  Penang  Cloves  were  withdrawn  at  6d  per  lb.  for 
middling  quality,  Zanzibar  are  lower  at  3%d.  per  lb.  for 
January-March  delivery,  and  at  Q\\d.  fcr  March- May.  East 
India  Capsicums  sold  at  33s.  per  cwt.  for  cheriies  ;  long  on 
stalk  being  bought  in  at  30s.  Pimento  partly  sold  at  3\d. 
per  lb.  for  ordinary.  Small  red  Mace  was  bought  in  at  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.  ;  wild  partly  sold  at  5d.  per  lb.  Some  wild  Cinnamon 
was  bought  in  at  4<#.  per  lb.  Pepper  is  lower,  Singapore 
black  haviEg  been  dote  at  5|d.  per  lb.  for  February-Apnl 
steamer,  and  at  5^d.  on  the  spot.  There  is  very  little 
doing  in  white,  and  quotations  are  rominal. 

Stjlphtje.  —  From  Messina  we  hear,  under  date  cf 
December  14,  tbat  prices  are  film,  in  spite  of  limited 
demand,  because  the  Arglo- Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  and 
outside  producers  8Te  not  obliged  to  lealise.  The  stock  on 
November  30  in  Sicily  was  269,268  tons,  against  221,470  tors 
on  November  30,  1898.  Abort  two-thircs  of  the  stock  con- 
sists of  best  thirds,  gcod  thirds,  and  current  thirds,  which 
qualities  can  be  bcugbt  cheap.  The  quotations  are  : — Best 
secocds.  84s.  6d.  per  2,240  lbs. ;  best  thirds,  74s.  6d. ;  goi  d 
thirds,  72s.  6d. ;  and  cm  rent  thirds,  71s.,  c.  and  f. 

Wax  (Bees). — In  auction  to-day  165  packages  of  Zanzibar 
wax  were  offered,  of  which  79  sold  at  61.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  per 
cwt.  for  good  to  firje  brown  ;  dark  ditto,  part  wormy  and 
drossy,  61.  12s.  6d.  to  61.  15s.  Mozambique,  good  brown 
rolls,  61.  15s.  per  cwt. 


A  New  Sulphur  Company. 

The  formation  is  announced  at  Co'ogne  of  the  Gei man- 
Venezuelan  Sulphur  Company,  with  a  capital  of  2  000  C00m., 
for  the  purpose  of  working  sulphur-mines  at  Catupate, 
besides  the  construction  of  a  cable  railway  from  the  coast  to 
the  miues. 

Bogus  Cinnamon 

We  recently  published  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that 
quantities  of  a  bark  somewhat  similar  to  cinnamon  were 
beicg  shipped  from  Ceylon  as  the  real  article,  and  that  the 
matter  had  come  before  the  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests 
at  Ratnapura,  where  the  sham  bark  is  chUfiy  procured.  Official 
notice  has  cow  been  taken  of  the  evil,  astid  the  Col'ector  of 
Customs  at  Ceylon  has  issued  a  declaration  to  the  efiYct  that 
the  description  "cinnamon"  will  not  te  admit  id  at  the 
Customs,  and  exporters  must  declare  the  bark  aa  being  either 
"  plantation  cinnamon  "  or  "  wild  cinnamon." 

Cardamom  ^cultivation  in  Travancore 

We  learn  from  the  latest  Administration  Report  of  the 
Travancore  State  that  the  cultivation  of  caidamoms  is  in- 
creasing with  great  rapidity,  and  European  planters  are  now 
entering  on  the  business  as  land  has  been  taken  up  under  a 
new  system.  It  is  expected  that  this  movement  will  de- 
velop production  not  merely  in  quantity,  but  in  quality  and 
price,  as  at  the  present  time  Travancore  cardamoms  appear  to 
sell  at  about  half  the  rate  of  Mysore  article.  During  the 
year,  319  new  paltas  were  issued  for  6,000  acres  of  forest- 
land,  and  6,000  acres  more  have  been  applied  for  and  are 
under  survey. 

Banda  Nutmegs  and  Mace. 

Mr.  O  Kamerlingh  Onnes  has  written  for  Holland  Abroad, 
an  Amsterdam  periodical  of  which  he  is  editor,  an  interest- 
ing and  well-illustrated  article  on  "Banda  Nutmegs  and 
Mace."  He  traces  the  history  of  these  spices  from  300  years 
ago  to  the  present  time,  showing  that  about  the  year  1600  the 
industry  was  a  monopoly  in  the  bands  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company.  In  1796,  however,  the  Banda  group  of 
islands  were  ceded  to  the  British,  and  remained  in  their 
possession  until  1816,  when  they  were  restored  to  Holland. 
When  the  Dutch  were  masters  in  the  East  they  endeavoured 
to  confine  the  growth  to  the  one  island  of  Banda,  and  the 
trees  in  the  other  islands  were  systematically  destroyed. 
These  monopolising  efforts  were  considerably  hindered  from 
the  distribution  effected  by  the  fruit-pigeon.  Indeed.it  was 
found  necessary  to  send  a  commissioner  every  year  to  the 
different  islands  to  uproot  the  trees  sown  by  the  agency  of 


these  birds.  Dealiog  with  the  collection  of  these  spices* 
Mr.  Onnes  says  that  work  in  the  nutmeg-woods  finishes  at 
3  p.m.,  when  the  collected  fruit  is  delivered  at  the  pagger, 
where  the  warehouse,  drying- house,  and  other  outhouses  are 
located.  On  entering  all  the  pickers  squat  down  in  the  open 
gallery  to  separate  the  ripe  fruit  from  the  unripe  After 
inspection  and  sorting,  the  nuts  are  taken  to  the  drying- 
shed,  where  a  low  fire  is  constantly  kept  smouldering.  Here 
the  nuts  are  spread  out  and  dried  on  a  second  flooring  of 
split  bamboo  constructed  above  the  fire.  After  about  six 
weeks  the  nuts  may  be  considered  dry,  which  is  evidenced 
when  they  begin  to  rattle.  Being  subject  to  the  attacks  of 
a  worm  the  nmmeg  is  often  covered  with  dry  lime,  or  soaked 
in  a  paste  of  lime  and  water,  as  a  preventive  before  it  is 
shipped.  As  regards  the  mace  careful  treatment  is  also 
required  in  order  to  ensure  the  best  appearance.  It  loses, 
of  course,  when  dried  the  bright  purple  hue  which  it 
possesses  in  its  natural  state,  but  the  orange  colour  should 
be  as  vivid  as  possible.  In  contrast  with  the  nut,  mace 
contains  only  7  to  9  per  cent,  of  ethereal  oil,  but  it  holds  an 
abundance  (23  per  cent.)  of  aromatic  fat.  Immediately 
the  mace  is  loosened  from  the  nut  it  is  spread  out  on  mattingor 
flat  wi<-kerwork,  and  cured  in  the  sun  in  a  few  days.  During 
the  process  of  drying  it  is  trodden  flat  in  order  to  avoid  its 
breaking  when  in  a  perfectly  dry  state.  The  remaining 
work  on  the  estates  is  the  packing  and  forwarding.i 

Alterations  in  Import  and  Export  uists^ 

A  General  Order  relating  to  the  above  has  been  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  take  effect  from  January  1,  1900.  In  the 
import-list  the  following  articles  among  many  others  are  specified 
under  "  New  Headings  "  : — Fruit-juice  (not  containing  spirit), 
glue,  size,  and  gelatin  (cwt.);  mineral  waters  (doz.  bottles): 
scientific  instruments  (not  electrical)  (I.) ;  soap  and  soap-powder 
(cwt.).  Madder,  rnadder-root,  safBower,  &c,  are  in  future  to  be  in- 
cluded with  "  dye  stuffs,  unenumerated."  In  the  export-list  the 
following  are  mentioned  under  "New  Headings": — Aerated 
waters  (doz.  bottles) ;  blacking  and  polishes  (cwt.) ;  plumbago 
crucibles  (cwt ) ;  dentists'  materials  (?.) ;  glue,  size,  and  gelatin 
(cwt.) ;  oilseed  cake  and  other  animal  foods  (other  than  bran  and 
pollard)  (ton).  The  Board  also  state  that  a  further  revision  of 
the  import  and  export  lists  is  now  under  consideration,  and 
request  the  attentiou  of  importers,  exporters,  and  agents  to  the 
new  requirements. 


domino  JEvents. 


Thursday,  December  28. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  C.  V. 
Boys  on  "  Fluids  in  Motion  and  at  Rest  "  (I.).  This  course 
of  lectures,  adapted  to  young  people,  will  be  continued  [on 
December  30, 1899,  and  January  2,  4,  6,  and  9,  1900. 

Friday,  December  29 

London  Institution,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C.,  at  4  P.M.  Lecture  by 
Dr.  A.  H.  Fison  on  "  Light  and  Colour."  This  lecture  is  one 
of  a  course  of  four,  adapted  for  young  people.  The  course  will 
be  continued  on  January  1,  4,  and  8,  1900. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  100  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15. 
"  Reproduction  in  Plants,"  by  Mr.  M.  Meldrum. 


The  Chemists'  Annual  Ball  will  be  held  on  January  17,  1900, 
at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.  Tickets — 17s.  Gd. 
(gentleman's)  and  12s.  6d.  (lady's) — cau  be  had  from  Mr.  W. 
Warren,  24  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  or  any  of  the 
stewards. 

The  next  Cinderella  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
will  take  place  on  January  4,  19C0,  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  W. 
Tickets  may  be  had  of  Mr  C.  Morley,  3  Bucklersbury,  E.C.,  or 
Mr.  H.  H.  Robins,  113  Ridley  Road,  Forest.  Gate,  E.,  or  any 
member  of  the  committee. 

The  programme  of  the  Friday  evening  meetings  of  the  Royal 
Institution  includes  discourses  by  Lord  Rayleigh  (January  19)  on 
"  Flight,"  Signor  Marconi  (February  2)  on  "  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy," Professor  J.  R.  Green  (February  9)  on  "  Symbiosis  and 
Symbiotic  Fermentation,"  Major  Ronald  Ross  (March  2)  on 
"  Malaria  and  Mosquitoes,"  Professor  Clowes  (March  9)  on 
"  Bacteria  and  Sewage,"  Sir  Andrew  Noble  (March  23)  on  "  Some 
Modern  Explosives,"  and  Professor  Dewar  (April  6)  on  "  Solid 
Hydrogen."  

We  ham  that  Lieuti-natit  Whifftn  (p.  1018)  received  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  thigh,  and  is  progressing  favourably 
in  the  hospital  at  Pietermaritzburg. 


